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INTRODUCTION 

This council, designated as the eighth ecumenical counci l by western canonists, 
is not found in any canonical collections of the Byzantines; its acts and canons 
are completely ignored by them. Modern scholars have shown that it was 
included in the li st of ecumenical councils only later, that is, aher the eleventh 
century . We have decided ro include the council, for the sake of hisrorical 
completeness. 

Emperor Basil I and the patriarch Ignatius, after being restored to his see of 
Constantinople. asked Pope N icholas I to call a council (Q decide about the 
bishops and pr iests who had been ordained by Photius. Ir was held at Constanti
nople after the arrival of legates from Pope Hadrian II, who h:l.d meanwhile 
succeeded Nicholas . These legates were Donatus, Stephen and Marinus and 
they presided at the council. It began in the cathedral of Hagia Sophia on 5 
October 8691

• The tenth and last session was held on 28 February 870, when 27 
canons were read our and approved by the council. All who were willing to sign 
the Liber satisfactionis, which had been sen t by Pope Hadrian II , were admitted 
to the council. The account made by Anastasius contains the authentic list of 
those who signed the acts of the council. Emperor Basil I and his sons, Constan
tine and Leo, signed the acts after the pat ri archs and in the same year rhey 
promulgated the council's decisions, after drawing lip a decree for this purpose. 

As regards the canonical authority of these deliberations, various facts regard
ing the council held in the cathedral of Hagia Sophia in November 879, so that 
Photius might be restored to the see of Constant inople, should be remembered. 
Peeer, a Roman cardinal , presided at th is counc il. It took account of a letter of 
Pope John VHf , which had been sene to the emperor and translated into Greek. 
This reads (chapter 4) : "We declare that the synod held at Rome against the most 
holy patriarch Photius in the time of the mos t blessed pope Hadrian, as well as 
ehe ho ly synod of Constantinople attacking the same most holy Photius (i.c. , in 
869-870), are totally condemned and a bro~ated and must in no way be invoked 
or named as synods. Let this not happen" . Some people have thought that this 

1 At th is first session, on the demand of the Roman leg:ltcs, the fathers pm their signatures to 

the ancient profession of fai th o f Pope Ho rmisdas (5 14-523), which had been sent to the 
Span ish bishops. but they did not fo llow the exact words of the pope's letter (a critical edition 
can be found in W. I-backe, Die Claubens/ormel des Papstes Hormisdtl s im Acacianischefl 
5chisma , Rome J 939; see 0 , nos. ! 71 -1 72) an d there were many changes and addition s (Msi 
16,27-28). 
1 Msi 17, 490. 
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tex t had been altered by PhoriusJ ; but in rhe so-ca lled " unaltered" tex t of the 
letter th is passage is replaced by dots ( ... ), and the fo llowing passage rcads: " Fo r 
the sec of blessed Peler, the key-bearer of the heavenly kingdom , has the power 
to di ssolve, after suitable appraisal, any bonds imposed by bishops. This is so 
because it is agreed that already many patriarchs, for example Athanas ius .. "' 
after ha vi ng been condemned by a synod, have been, after form al acquittal by 
the aposto lic sec, promptly reinstated"," Ivo of C hartres cxplicity affirms: "The 
synod of Constantinop le which was held against Photius must nOt be recog
nised . Jo hn VIII wrote [0 the patria rch Photius (in 879) : \V/e make vo id that 
synod which was held agains t Photius at Constantinople and we have com
pletely blotted it out for various reasons as well as for the fact that Pope H adrian 
did nor sign its acts". Iva adds from the inst ructions that John VIII gave to his 
legates for the council in 879 : " You will say that, as regards the synods which 
were held against Photius under Pope Hadrian at Rome or Constantinople, we 
annul them and wholly exclude them from the number of the holy synods" .~ 
For these reasons there is no ground for thinking that the tex t was altered by 
Pho tius6

. 

An authentic copy o f the acts of the council of 869-870 was sent to Rome, as 
of right. Anastas ius, the librarian, ordered a complete copy to be made for 
himself. Then, when the lega tes' copy was stolen, he translated his own copy 
into Latin, on Pope Hadrian's orders, making a word for word translat ion. 
Anastasius also makes it plain that the Greeks adopted every means to d istort the 
acts, " by abbreviati ng here and by expanding or changing there". H e adds : 
" \V/hatever is found in the Latin copy of the acts of the eighth synod is 
completely free from the alloy of fa lsehood; however, whatever more is found in 
the Greek text is tho roughly infected with poisonous lies".7 

The Greek text has been partly preserved from tota l destruction in the 
summary of an anonymous writer who copied Out ant i-Phot ian texts. T his 
summary has 14 canons, as opposed to the 27 of Anas tasius, and only contains 
excerpts, dealing with rhe most important points, of these canons. Where 
comparison is possible, the Latin version of Anastasius hard ly departs from the 
Greek text. Indeed it is so literal that at times it can only be understOod by 
comparison with the Greek text, and when the latter is miss in g we must 
sometimes rely on conjectures. 

T he documents primed below are taken from the following: the "Definition" 
fro m the Roman edi t ion (= Rm) 3, 284-287; the cano ns from CCO 289-342. 
T he Engli sh translat ion is from (he Lat in text, for the reaso ns mentioned above. 

) This story of PhOlius's tan1pering with the texl is clearly unjust to him. I vo of Chartres, in 
his Decretum (PL 161, 56). produces Pope John VIII's letter to prove that th e Roman pontiff 
has the power to annul a decree pronou nced against anyone at all, and the text he provides is 
the same as that of Photi us; see G. Hofmann, Ivo von Chartres iibcr Photius, Orient. Christ. 
Per. 14( 1948) 105-137 . 
. ! Msi 16,482- 483. 5 Decretum IV 76 and 77 (P L 16 1, 285). 
I> The matter has been extensively treated by F. Dvornik, L'affaire de Photius dtlrlS la lit/cra
wre laline du Moyen-Age, Insti lU t imeni Kondakova 10 (1938) 10- 93; see id., Le schisme de 
Pholius, Pa ris 1950, 415-422. 7 Msi 16, 18. 
I! M. Raderus , Acta sacrosancli el oecumenici concilii octavi, Constantinopolitani IV, ml1lc 
primum ex m55. COdfl. Bajuv. et AuguH. VindeJ. graece cum latina interpretlltiol/e, Ingolstadt 
1604; J.s. Assemani, Bibliotheca iuris orienta/is cmlOl/ici et civilis, II Rome 1766,259-323 from 
Ottoh. 27; Pilra 2, XX from Vatic. 483. 

...... 

Fourth COlllleif ofConJtantinQpie - 869- 870 159 

BI BL I OG R AP H Y: H -L 4, 481-546 ; DThC 3 (1908) 1273-1307 and 12 (1935) 1549-
82' DHGE 13 (1 956) 763-766: LThK 6 e t961 ) 496-497; NC~ 4 (1967) 241 -242; H C 3 

g980) 181-193; J. Hergcnrothcr, Phorilts: ~atriarch .von Konstantmopel, 2 R<:gcnsbu rg 1867, 
7- 166; F. D vornik, L 'ocwrm!llicite .rill hullICme COl/cdc (869-870) dans fa tradition oC~I.delltale 
du Moym-Age, Acad. Roy . de BelgIque, Bull. de la d. de lettrcs V, 24 (1938) 445- 487, Id., The 
Photilll! Schism: History mid Legelld, Cambrid ge 1948; P. Stcphanou, Ll '/./Io[alloll d:1 c?:n
romis entre Photius et les ignatlcns, Orient. Christ. Pef. 21 (1955) 291 - 307; F. Dvorn~k, lhe 

P . h I'h· . th L'·g/'t of Recfllt Research BericlHe zum XI. Imcrnauonalcn Palrwrc olms In e ' "b ' j VII 
Byza,ntinistcn-Kongre6 Munchcn 1958, [(I , I- 56; P. Stcph.anou, Kon:eferat "'J 1 I('J .' 

17-23; O. Sliernon, Constaminople IV, H isto ire. des co~cl1es.5, ~ans 1967; C. LeonardI: 
Anllstasio if Bib/iotecario e /'VIII co.nnlio oeCllmemco, St.udJ Mc~ ,ev~h, ser. 3, .8. (1967) 59- 192, 
V. Peri, C'C 1m concilio oecumemco otta'f!0?' Annuan~m J:ilst? nae Conclborum 8 (;976) 
53-79: J. H ussey, The Orthodox Church m the Byzantme Empire, Oxford 1986, 79-8_. 
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[Terminus sanctae ac universalis octavae synodi] 

Sancta. magna et universalis syoodus, quae per divinam voluntatem et 
gratiam et sanctorum amicorum Christi ac Deo confirmatorum impera
torum nostrorum BasiIii et Coostantini congregata est in hac a Deo 

$ conservanda regia urbe, in famosissimo templo sanctae ac magnae nominis 
Sophiae. definivit subre t annexa. 

Connaturale omnipotentis Dei et Parris Verbum, quod firmavit cad urn 
sicut camerarn et construxit fines terrae ac caeterorum universorum 
statum, ut insubstantialiter esset effecit et regit et continer et salvat, qui. 

10 dicit per Isaiae prophetae vocem: AJpice in cae/um !Unum, quia caelum, ul 
jumUf, JOlidalum esl, terra autem ul vest/mmtum veterascet, qui autem habitant 
eam, sicu/ haec, morientur; salutare autem meum in ae/ernllm erit et illstitia mea 
nOli deficiet l ; qui propter nos secundum nos factus est. et caelestem iusti
tiam super terram plantavit et dixit: Caelum et terra transibullt, verba atttem 

15 m ea non /ramihunt2; qui dixit ad omnes, qui in eum crediderant: Si VOI 
tramieritiI in verbo 111eo, veri diIcipuli mei eritiI, et cognoscetis veri/atem et veritas 
liberabi! vofJ. 

Iste solus innnitae potentiae Dominus et Deus noster. multos quidem 
alios ab oHm et longe ante . homines mancipatos mendacio et veritatis 

20 inimicos in agro suo. id est in ecclesia. mala zizania secundum evangeli
cam significationem seminantes", et mundum [rumentum divinae iustitiae 
operire tentantes, veluti quidem sapientissimus et omnipotentissimus 
agricola, evulsit atque disperdidit. et ad id, quod omnino non est, iure 
convenit; salu tare autem suum semper ad monendum praeparavit. et 

2~ iustitiam suam firmavit. et manifes tiorem exhibuit. Sed nihil minus, et 
in instantibus temporibus zizaniorum satore per quosdam pravissimos 
et impiissimos homines ecclesiasticum agrum inutilem reddere tentante; 
aequali eademque providentia et hunc sollicitudine d ignum exhibuit et 
a sordibus iniquitatis eripuit atque ad puritatem revocavit antiquam; 

30 piissimum eni,m et tranquillissimum imperatorem nostrum, qui divinae 
iustitiae amator et iniustitiae hostis. et in mandatis eius manentem disci
pulum ipsius. demonstratum incorruptum et scientem et conservantem 
veritatem, excitavit ad iniustitiae peremptionem, et divinae iustitiae 
confirmationem. Qui per supernum auxilium et gratiam ecclesiastici 

35 tabernaculi, architectos a finibus orbis terrarum in hanc a Deo con
struendam et regiam urbem convocavit, et universalem synodum con
g regavit. quae evangelicarum sanctionum et Moysaicarum et propheti
carum legum. atque apostolicorum ac paternorum necnon et synodicorum 
mandatorum munimina custodiens, pietatis term in os renovavit et veri-

01 0 tatem et iustitiam in ecclesiasticis atriis praedicavit. 
Hinc ergo et christianorum sinceram et immaculatam fidem et dogma 

orthodoxae religionis omnes qu i apud earn convenimus sacrati roborantes, 
credimus in unum Deum, in t ri bus consubstantial ibus et divinis ac princi
palibus personis utputa quemadmodum tribus soli bus invicem indissi-

I Is 5t , 6. I Mt 24, 35. ~ 108,31-32. , Cf. Mt 13,25. 
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[Definition of the holy and universal eighth synod) 

The holy, great and universal synod, which was ass.embled by God',s wil l and the 
favour our our divinely approved emperors Basd and C~)fls t anm~e, the holy 
fr iends of Christ, in this royal and divinely protected c~ty and III the most 
famous church bearing the name of holy and great \'(f lsdom, declared the 
following, . 

The Word, of one nature wi th the almighty God and rather, IS he who 
es tablished heaven like a vau lt and fixed the ends of the earth and the place, of all 
other things, He made it to be contingent and,he rul~s, preserves and saves It. H e 
says through the voice of the prophet, Isaiah: LiJt up your eyes to hea~en, 
because heaven has been Jashioned like smoke, but the earlh shall wear out ltke a 
garment; its inhabitants shall perish like them; but my salvation shall last Jor ever 
(m d my justice shall not fail t • H e was made like us for our sake and has 
es tablished On earth heavenly justice and said, Heaven and earth shall pass away 
but my words shall not pass awal, H e sa i~ t<? all who be li ev~d in him : If you 
continue in my word, you w ill truly be my dzsClples, and you wd/ know the truth 
and the truth will make YO H free), 

It was our God and Lord of infinite power alone who, just like a farmer of 
supreme wisdom and power, uprooted and scattered and ri.ghtfully obli~e rated 
many others from an earlier time and fro m long ago who, g l ~e n over to h,es and 
in opposi tion to the truth, were sowing - to ,use the gospellmage4 

- ev il ~ares 
in his field, that is, in the church, and were trymg ro overwhelm the pure gram, of 
divine justice. H e always prepared his manner o.f de~iverance so as, to give 
warning, he established his just ice and reveal~d It, with greater cl ~nty. But 
nevertheless, in our time toO, the sower of ta res IS try ll1 g to make the field of the 
church useless through some utterly depraved an~ i,:, pi o.us people. With that 
One and the same providence. he has shown that th iS field l~ worthy o.f compas
sion and snatched it from the filth of iniquity and called It back to Its ancient 
purity. For, to destroy injustice and reinforce divine justice, he has rai~ed up, as 
an unwavering follower of his commandments, a person proved to be Incorrupt 
in both his knowledge and his maintenance of the truth , our mo~t ~ev?ut and 
serene emperor, who is a friend of divine justi ce and an enemy of tIlJustlce, H e, 
by means of th e divine help and the overall f~vour ?f the c h~lrch, h~s gathered 
together architects from the ends of the ~arth II1to thts ro~al City" which ""!llSt be 
builr up by God, and has assembled a universal synod willch, whde guardmg the 
strong defences of the gospel sanctions, the laws of Moses and the proph~ts 
together with the commands of the apostles and fathers as well as.of the councils, 
has rev ived the established forms of right conduct and proclaimed truth and 
justice in the courtS of the church, 

Consequently, all of us bishops who have come t<? t?ke part in the syn~d and 
to strengthen the true and undefiled , fai,th of Chnst~an s and the teaching of 
orthodox religion, we declare our be lief 111 one God, 111 three persons consub
stantial, div ine and autonomous, as, for example, we may look at the one nature 

I Is 51, 6, 2 Mt 24 , 35, 3 In 8, 31-32, ~ See Mt 1),25, 
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milibus, vel in totidem splendoribus unam luminis intuemur naturam ; 
unum quidem et singularem D eum secundum rationem substantiae, 
tri num autem vel tria, si eum secundum rationem personarum praedica
mus, et nequease ut esset factus,neque ab alio quomodolibet hoc accepisse 
fatemut; sed sine ioitio et aeternum, et solum semper exsistentem, et :I 

secundu m eadem et s imiliter habentem, et nullam commutationem vel 
conversionem admittentem ; factore m et conditorem omnium intellig i
bilium et sensibilium ex.istentem ; sic eoim et sancta e( magna Nicaena 
synodus exponens fidei symbolum ait : Lumen de lumine, D eum verum. 
Filium de Dea veto Patte manifes te praedicans, et reliqua, ut catholica' 10 

ecclesia accepit ; quam et nos suscipientes uno sensu, vesanum et veritatis 
inirnicurn Ariu rn anathematizamus, et omnes qui cum ipso vel secundum 
ipsum de thearchica et beata Trinitate 'to hEpO~atoV, id est alteritatem 
substantiae, et dissimilitudinem laesis sensibus opinantur. Nihilominus 
autem et secundam sanctam et universalem synodum suscipientes, pneu- 15 

matomachum, quinimmo theomachum anathematizamus Macedonium, 
neque in personarum discretione differentiam substantiae Patris et Filii 
et divini et principalis Spiritus iuxta praedictos haeresiarchas recipientes, 
neque in una eademque substantia personas secundum amentissimum 
Sabellium confundentes; insuper et confitemur unicurn Dei Verbum 20 

incarnatum et factum fuisse propter nos secundum nos; non enim angelus, 
non legatus, sed ipse Dominus venit et salvavit nos1, et nobiscum factus 
est E mmanuel ; et. iste erat Deu~ verus, D eus bratl, et omnium salvator2, 

secundum divinas et propheticas voces. 
Unde et sanctissimam et nuptiarum ignaram Mariam, quae iUum pe- 25 

perir, proprie ac veraciter Dei geni tricem fa temur, quemadmodum uni
versalis tertia synod us. quae prius apud Ephesum congregata est, prae
dicavit ; cum qua et nos hominis cultorem et iactantissimum atque 
iudaicum sensum habentem Nestorium anathematizamus, duplicem do
centes unum eundemque Chris tum et Dominum, Deum scilicet perfectum 30 

et hominem perfectum. in una persona utriusque naturae differentia. sed 
ptoprietates inconvertibiles et inconfusas perpetuo conservantem, quern
admodut;l1 et sancta universalis quarta synodus dogmatizavit ; quam cum 
iam numeratis tribus conciliis tanquam sanctorurn evangeliorum quater
nitatem suscipientes, anathematizamus delirum Eutychetem et vecordem 35 

Dioscorum. Quin et duas naturas in uno Christo secundum manifestiorem 
expositionem sanctae quintae universalis synodi praedicantes, anathema
tizamus Severum et Petrum et Zohoram Syrum ; Origenem etiam qui 
vana sapuit. et Theodorum Mopsuestiae; Didymum quoque patiter et 
Evagrium, qui etiam secundum easdem et diversas opiniones eodem 40 

perdidonis irretiti sunt barathro. 
Et cum praedictis synodis consonantem et eadem sentientem sanctam 

e t universa lem sextam synodum suscipientes, quae in unius Christi duabus 
naturis consequenter edam duas operationes ac totidem voluntates 
sapienter asseveravit ; anathematizamus autem Theodorum qui fuit epi- 45 

1 Cf. Is 35, 4. ! Is 45, 15. 

he 
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of light in three suns not unlike each other or ~n th~ same number of dazzling 
objects. We confess, indeed, Go~ to be c:mc.' unique In respect of substance, bu t 
th reefo ld or th ree if we are speakmg of h Ull In respect of persons, an~ we declare 
he has not received from himself that ~e has been m~de.' nor. m any "'.ay 
whatsover from anyone else ; but that he IS alone, ever eXlstm~ WIthout begln-

·ng and etc mal ever the same and like to himself, and suffenng no change or nl , , . d d · h 
alteration; that he exists as the maker and source of all ? elO gs en owe Wit 
intelligence and feeling . For the ho ly and great synod of Nlcaea ~pokc thus when 
expounding the creed: Light from light, true God, clea rl y d~clanng the So~ to ? e 
from the Father who is true God, and the res t .as the catholic ~hurch recclved It. 
We toO, accepting this in the identical meanlOg. an~the ,?atlze as of ~nsOl~ nd 
mind and an enemy of the tru th , Arius and all who, With hllll and fo l.lo;:,mg h l ~1, 
speculate wi th faulty percept!ons on t1~e term " hetcro-sub.st.anual , ~h a r IS, 

otherness of substance and unlikeness, with reference to the dl vllH: ly-rulmg and 
blessed Trini ty. But no less do we accept the se~?nd , holy and universal synod, 
and we anathematize that adversary of the Spm t o r rather ~dvc rsa ry of God, 
Mae<:don ius; fo r we admit in the d istinct ion of persons no dl ffcrenc~ ~f subst
ance between the Father, the Son and the divinc and autonomouS ~Plflt, as .the 
aforementioned heresiarchs did , nor do we confuse, likc the lunatic Sabe!hus, 
the persons in one and the sa!~ e substance. Moreover,.we also confess tl~at th.e 
unique Word of God became mcarnatc and was made lI ke us fo r our sake , for It 
was not an angel or an envoy but the Lord himself who came and saved us . an~ 
was made Emmanuel with us; and he was true God . God of Israel and savtOlt r 
of all , in accordance with the divine and prophctic utte ra?ces. . 

For this reason we confess that Mary, most holy and wltho~t expenence.of 
marriage, who bo re him, is properl y and truly mother of ~od , Just as ~he thl.rd 
universal synod, which fi rst as~embl ed at .Ephesus, procl ~lmed . in limon Wi th 
that council we toO anathematize N estOnus, that worshipper of the man and 
mOSt self-opinionated individua l who possessed a Jewish mentali ty. We teach 
that the one and same Christ and Lord is twofo ld , that is, perfect God ~nd 
perfect man, possess ing in one person the d ifferences of ~ach nature but keeping 
their properties always unchangeable a nd unc~nfu se? , Just as the fourth.' holy 
and un ivc rsal synod solemnly taught. ] n. aeceptmg thiS synod t.o~eth cr with the 
three councils previously enumerated, Just like the quadrupl lclty. o f the holy 
gospels, we ana thematize the insane .Emyches and .the mad ~loscor ll s . ~n 
addition, proclaiming the twO natures I.n the one C hnst, accord ll1~ to the sull 
clearer teaching of thc fifth, holy and u l1l ve rs a~ synod? we ~n ath ema(]ze Severus, 
Peter and Zoharas the Syrian, as well as Ong.en With '.lIS useless knowledge, 
Theodore of Mops llestia and Didymus along with. Evagn us, w~o also, altho.ugh 
of the same o r differen t opinions, were ensnared III the sam~ pi t of damnation. 

Further, we accept the sixth, ho ly and universal ~ynod, which ~ h ares ~he s.ame 
bel iefs and is in harmony with the previously mentioned synods 111 that It w Isely 
laid down that in the two natures of the one Christ there are, as a consequen ~e, 
two principles of action and the same number of will s. So, we anathematize 

1 See Is 35, 4. 2 [ s 45,15. 
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scopus Pharan, et Sergium et Pyerhurn et Paulum et Pet rum impios prae
sules Constantinopolitanorum eccJes iae, atque cum cis Honorium Romae, 
una cum Cyro Alexandriae, neeoon et Macarium Antiochiae ac discipu
lum eius Stephanum, qui malae opinionis Apollinarii et Eutychetis ac 

5 Severi impiorum haeresiarcharum dogmata sectantes, sine operatione ac 
sine voluntate animatam anima rationabili et intellectuali D ei carnem, 
sensibus laesis et revera sine ratione praedicaverunt; si coim D eus perfec
tus et homo perfectus unus idem Christus et Deus exstitit, certissimum est 
quod nulla secundum pattern naturarum, quae sunt ci, sine voluntate vel 

JO sine operatione consistat, sed secundum utramque substantiam volens et 
operans consummaverit magnum dispensationis mysterium, quemadmo
dum et omnium dei loquorum chorus, ab apostolis usque ad nos hoc 
certissime sciens, etiam imaginem humanae ill ius formae depingens erexit, 
impendens utrique parti unius Christi distinctas invicem naturales pro-

15 prietates, per quas procul dubio significationes et notiones divinae ips ius 
et humanae naturae inconfuse permanere creduntur. 

Sicut etiam septimam sanctam et universalem in Nicaea secundo cele
bratam synodum orthodoxe dogmatizasse novimus, unum et eundem 
Christum dominum invis ibilem et visibilem professam, et incomprehe~-

20 sibilem et comprehensibilem, et incircumscriptum et circumscriptum, 
irnpassibilem etiam et passibilem, atque inscriptibilem et scriptibilem. 
Cui concordans et sancta haec et universalis synod us, magna voce ana
thematizat Anastasium, Constantinum et Nicetam, irrationalem stercora
lis nominis praesulatum vel, quod est magis dicendum, putredinem; 

~ necnon et Theodosium Ephesium et Sisinnium Pastilam et Basilium 
Tricacabum, quin potius et Theodoretum et Antonium atque Ioannem, 
quondam praesules novae Romae, regiae civitatis christianorum, immo 
Christi calumniatores ; quem videlicet nequaquam valuisse idolorum 
exterminare statuas, ut de eo pronuntiavit prophetarum catalogus, operi-

30 bus et verbis praedicaverunt; adhuc etiam et Theodorum qui dictus es t 
Crith inus, quem et haec sancta et magna synodus convocans et redar
guens, magna voce anathema ipsius auribus intulit; simili quoque modo 
anathematizamus et omnes consentaneos et fautores eorum, a quibus 
dicebatur quod sermo divinae incarnationis per phantasiam et pu tative 

35 factus exstiterit, per abolitionem scilicet imaginis Christi et salvatoris 
nostri, simul etiam sublatae formae cum ea verissimae illius et deife rae 
carnis; bifarie qu ippe intelligitur omne quod nequaquam imagine com
prehenditur, aut velut non exsistens, aut velut exsistens quidem. sed 
mini me comprehensibile, utpote invisibile et obstrusum. 

40 5i quis igitur horum aliquid for te super Christo omnium nostrum Deo 
et salvatore perhibuerit, impius liquido declarabitur, quandoquidem 
unum horum non fuisse factum secundum veritatem hominem Emmanuel 
ostendit, alterum vero factum quidem fuisse, sed humanis proprietatibus 
caruisse et assumptam camem deposuisse, ad divinama atque incompre-

45 hensibili tatem per omnia recursum fecisse demonstrat, quod alienum est 

a J/lpple naturam 
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Theodore who was bishop of Pharan , Sergius, Pyrrhus, Pau l and Peter, the 
unholy prelates of the church of Constantinople, and with these, H onorius of 
Rome, Cyrus of Alexandria as well as Macarius of Antioch and his di scipl e 
Stephen, who fo llowed the false teachings of the unholy heres iarchs Apollin ar
ius, Eutyches and Severus and proclaimed that the fles h of God, while being 
animated by a rational and in tellectual soul , was without a principle of action 
and without a will, they themselves being impaired in their senses and t ruly 
without reason . For if the one and same Christ and God exists as perfect God 
and perfect man, it is mOSt certain that none of the natures which belong to him 
can exist partially without a will or withou t a principle of action, but that he 
carried ou t the mys tery o f his stewardship when wi lling and acting in accord 
ance with each substance; thi s is how rhe chorus of all God 's spokesmen, having 
knowledge of it from rhe aposrlcs down to o ur own time, have construcred a 
colourfu l representation of that human form, assigning to each part of the one 
Christ natural properties disti nct from each other, by which the meanings and 
conceptions of his di vi ne nature and of his human nature arc believed beyond all 
doubt to remain without confu sion. 

\Y/e also know that the seventh , holy and universa l synod, held for rhe second 
time at Nicaea, taught correctl y when it professed the one and same Christ as 
both invisible and visib le lord, inco mprehensible and comprehensible, un li
mited and limited , incapable and capable of suffering, inexpress ible and express
ible in writing. In agreement with that synod, th is holy and universal synod 
publicly :lOathematizes Anastasius, Constantine and N icetas, that irrational 
prelature whose name sti nks, o r, to pur it better, that plain corrup tion; so tOO 
Theodosius of Ephesus, Sisinnius Past ilas and Basil T ricacabus, not fo rgetting 
Theodoret, Antony and John, once prelates of new Rome, the royal city of 
Christians, but better called defamers of C hrist. They decla red by word and 
deed tha t, despite what the list of prophets proclaimed about C hrist, he had been 
incapable of destroying the statues of the idols. furthermo re, we also anathema
ti ze Theodore, who was called Kri th inos, whom this great and holy synod 
summoned and condemned and loudly d inned an anathema into his ears. 
Similarly we anathematize all those who agreed with or supported those who 
said that the Word of the divine incarnation came about and existed by fantasy 
and supposition, indeed that through the removal of the image of our Christ and 
saviour the re came the simultaneous removal of the accepted form of the true 
body wh ich bore God within it. Everything which cannOt be grasped by the 
imagination is surely to be understood in twO ways, either as no t exist ing o r as in 
fact existing but minimally understandab le, inasmuch as being invisible and 
hidden. 

Therefore, if anyone happens to have taught any of these things about Ch rist, 
the God and saviour of us all , he will be clearly proclaimed an enemy of true 
religion, since the first of these declares that Emmanuel was no t t ruly made man, 
and the second declares that he was indeed man but lacked human quali t ies, laid 
aside the fl esh he assumed and had recourse in everything to his divine and to 

• nature (0 be understood 
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ah omnibus divinitus inspiratis scripturis. quae etiam iterum cum ven
turum iudicem omnium prorsus affirmant, similiterque videndum, 
quemadmodum visus est d iscipulis et apostolis su is ad caelos assumptus. 

1l1ud autcm roanichaeica opinione ac impietate plenum es t, quo insen
sate dicitur, de eo divini David eloquium pronuntiatum fu isse, et quod 5 

perhibet: In sole pOJuil labemaculum st/llmI, cum videlicet haec impictas 
ahiectionem ac depositioncm significari per id dominici ac deifici cor
poris opinetur; sed verbum veritatis et de pheronymo Manete et de 
singulis qu i cum eo sapiunt et iconomachicae sunt auctores haereseos, 
atque de ali is omnibus haeresiarchis ac impiis, fiducial iter aie Non 10 

eognoverunt neque intellexerunt, sed in lenebri! ambu/averunt2 • Etenim 6 qui 
derelinquitis vias rectas et ambulatis in viis tenebrarum, 6 qui laetamini 
in malis et exsuhatis in eversione mala; quorum semitae pravae sunt et 
curvi gressus eorum, ut lange faciant a via recta et alienos a iusta senten
tia3 ; et rursus: Qui a vento corrupta seminaverunt\ et eversio eorum 1$ 

excepit ea·; et iterum: Qui innilitllr mendaeiis, hie pasttl ventos. Idem au/elJl 
ipse persequtlur avts v%Hter: dereliquit enim vias vineae suae, in axiis 
autem agri sui errat; deambulat enim per inaquosum desertum6 et terram 
extensam in si ti, congregat autem in manibus suis sterilitatcm. 

Propter quod hos omnes transmittit anathemati, et dinumeratas nobis 20 

sanctas et universales septem synodos recipiens, et hanc octavam uni
versalem synodum congregavit per gratiam omnipotentis Christi et Dei 
nostri, et pietatem ac studium tranquilliss irni ac divinitus robarati impera
toris nostri ad excidendum et disperdendum per eas exortas propagines 
iniustitiae ac iniquos nisus seu promotiones, ad efficiendurn pacificum 25 

ecdcsiae ordinem et oebis stabilitatem. Non enim sola verorum dogrna
turn privatio novit perdere male opinantes, et tumultuari ac tuebare 
ecdesiam, sed et divinorum mandatornm praevaricationes nihilominus 
candem perditionem non vigi lantibus excitant, et aestu ac Auctibus 
imp lent orbem, qui Christi appellatione censentur. 30 

Quod etiam et per Photii miseri insipientiam et astutiam et malignam 
operationem per instantia tempora factum est; qu i non per ostium, sed 
per fenestram in au lam ingressus ovium7, quasi fur et latro, animarum 
grassator, quemadmodum dominicus sermo designat, ornni tempore et 
arnn i fortitudine furari et mactare ac perdere rationabiles pecudes Christi 35 

tentavit, multasque persequutiones operans, plures custodias et carceres 
ac rerum publicationes atque longissimos exsulatus, et super haec in
simulationes, sed accusationes et falsiloquia et scriptiones nctas, contra 
omnes zelatores pietatis et propugnatores veritatis commentando non 
destitit, iustissimum videlicet et legitimum atque canonicum summum 40 

sacerdotem Constantinopol itanorum ecclesiae, sanctissimum scilicet 
patriarcham Ignatium, ut alter quidam Severus seu D ioscorus expellere 
machinans, et instar latronis aduiteri sedem illius invadens, et mille 
depositori is sententiis ac totidem anathematibus affatim eum submittens 

1 Ps 18, 6. II Ps 81, 5. ' Cf. Is 59, 8·9. 4 Cf. Os 8,7. 
5 Pro 10, 4. $ Cf. I.e 11,24. 7 Cf. 10 10, 1. 
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his incomprehensibility; this is alien to all the divinely inspired scriptures, which 
also clearly state that he will come once more as judge of all, and he is to be seen 
in the same way as he was seen by his disciples and apostles when he was taken 

up into heaven. . ' .' . 
That theory is full of Mamchaean Ideas and ungodliness masmuch as It 

fool ishly declares that a saying of the divincly inspircd D avid was spoken about 
Christ, in which it says, He has set his tabernacle ill the sun I, since this impiety 
supposes that the casting off and laying aside of the Lord 's deified body is meant. 
But the word of truth confidently says, both concerning the well -named Manes 
and all those who share his thought and are authors of the heresy about the 
destruction of icons and all other heresiarchs and enemies of rel igion: They have 
not known nor understood, but they walked in darkness2

• 0 you who abandon 
the right way and walk in the way of darkness, who rejo ice in wrongdoing and 
exult in evil conversion; 0 you whose paths are evil and steps crooked so that 
they take you far from the right way and make you forei gn. to {ight thi nki~g}! 
Again, those who sowed what w~s corrupted by .th~ wmd have .recelved 
destruction as their reward; and agam, He that trusts m lzes feeds the wmds: and 
the same person ru.ns after birds that fly away5. For he has abandoned the rows of 
his vines, he wanders in the fur rows of his field; for he wanders through a 
waterless desert6 and a great parched plain, yet gathers no fruit in his hands. 

For this reasons [the church] brands all these with an anathema and, besides 
recognizing the seven, holy and universal synods already enumerated by us, has 
gathered together this eighth universal synod through the grace of ?~r all 
powerful Christ and God and the piety and zeal of our most serene and diVinely 
strengthened emperor, to cut down and destroy the shoots of injustice that have 
sprung up against those synods, together with the evil stirr ings and influences, in 
order to bring about peaceful order in the church and stability in the world. For 
it is not only the removal of true teaching which knows how to destroy those of 
evil mind and to agitate and disturb rhe church, but also qu ibbling over the 
meaning of the divine commandments equally brings the same destruction on 
those who are nOt vigilant, and the world is filled with storms and disturbances 
by those who are reckoned as Christians. 

This is what happened in recent times through the folly, cunning and evil 
machinations of the wretched Photius. He entered the sheepfold not through 
the door but through a window7, and, like a th ief or a robber, a destroyer of 
souls, as the Lord's words indicate, has tried, on every occasion and by every 
means, to steal , slaughter and destroy the right-thinking sheep of Christ and, by 
engineering all manner of persecution, he has not ceased from contriving numer
Ous arrests and imprisonments, confiscations of property, protracted periods of 
exile and, in addition to these, accusations, charges, false testimonies and forger
ies aga inst all who worked for true religion and fought for the truth. For he, like 
another Severus or Dioscorus, engineered the expulsion of the most just, lawful 
and canonically appointed high priest of the church of Constantinop le ,.nan:'ciy 
t~e most holy patriarch Ignatius, and like an adulterous robber, breaking IOto 
hiS see and repeatedly submitting him to a thousand charges involving dethrone-

2 Ps 81, 5. 3 See Is 59, 8-9. • See Has 8, 7. 
(, See Lk 11,24. 7 SecJn 10, I. 
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atque multifarie multisque modis incessantem turbationem et aestum 
cunctis Christi et salvatoris nostri ecclesiis excitans. 

Verum tamen non est infatuatum sal terrae l neque oculus ecclesiae 
penitus extenebratus2• neque luminare. malitiae spiritibus. pietatis 

(; extinctum est, neque ignis divinae charita tis consumptoriam et incenden
tern .operationem peccabilis et levis materiae perdidit. neque sermo 
Domini , qui est aeucia! gladio ancipiti3 et cogitatiooum discreto r, io
efficax inventus est. neque solidae petcae fundamentum collusionibus 
vel inundationibus fluminum et pluviarum demersum concidit4 ; sed 

10 lapis angularis et pretiosus, qui in Sian, id est in eccles ia positus5, super 
quem fundamentum apostolorum et prophetarum6 in aedificationem eccJesiae 
positum est, multos quidem alios in generatione nostra emisit volubiles 
lapidu mper terram'} ut propheta dicit, ab omni o rdine catalogi ecclesias tici 
etiam in regnante urhe et Roma nova, confringentes scilicet et con-

15 terentes machinamenta eorum, qui devastare veritatem et divinam iusti
tiam voluerunt et tentaverunt. 

Potius autem atque praecipue veluti quendam alterum angularem 
lapidem iIlius quodammodo conservantem, quantum fieri potest, ima
ginalem similitudinem contra Photii propugnacula, tanquam a quodam 

20 excelso et perspicuo loco, Nicolaum beatissimum et pheronymum papam 
senioris Romae desursum misit, qui iaculis epistolarum suarum atque 
verborum, et Photii fau tores p rincipes ac potentes perculit, et versa vice 
veteris historiae, quemadmodum al te rum quendam Madianitam Photium 
cum israeli tide eccJesia moechan tem, secundum zelatorem Phinees, veri-

25 tatis mucrone pupugit8, et nOna acquiescentem remedia medicinalis disci
plinae suscipere ad adulterii vulneris sanitatem et cicatricem consequen
dam, penitus interfecit atque cum coniuncta ei quasi sacerdotali dignitate 
per anathema, ut alter Petrus Ananiam et Saphyram, q ui divina furati 
sunt. morti transmisit9• 

30 Huius autemden.nitionibus etdecretis innixus piissimuset Christi amicus 
imperator noster quem caelestis lmperatoret Dominus maiestatis in salu
tern orbis terrarum erexit, Photio quidem convenientem impertitus est 
locum, sanctissimum vero patriarcham Ignatium ad thronum proprium 
revocavit. Porro ad perfectam discretionem et distinctionem eius quod 

35 bonum esse constat et expedit, vicarios etiam ex omnibus patriarchalibus 
thronis, necnon et omnem episcoporum catalogum. qui sub potestate 
sua degir. in idipsum collegit; qu i videlicet convenientes magnam hanc 
et unive rsalem celebravimus synodum. et cum multo scrutinio et pro
batione arque tracratu, delimate ac convenienter. scandalorum et ziza-

40 niorum radices una cum germinibus gladio spiritus excidimus, insontem 
scilicet etsanctissimum patriarcham Ignatium in proprii thronia cardine sta-

a add. HrJ 
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ITlent and as many anathemas, he roused co ntinuous turmoil and storms for all 
the churches of C hrist our savio ur, in a multiplicity of ways. 

H owever, the salt of the ean h has not lost its savour l , nor has the eye of the 
church become completely darke ned2

, nor has the light of true religion been 
extinguished by the spirits of wickedness ; nor has the fire of divine charity lost 
its destroying and burning power over sinful and wonhless material ; nor has the 
word of the Lord, which is sharper than a two-ed ged sword} and a discerner of 
though ts, been found ineHeerual; no r did the foundation of so lid stone collapse 
when submerged by swollen waters and floods of ri ve rs and storms'*; but the 
precious co rnerstone, which was laid down in Sion, that is, in the ch urchS, upon 
which the foundation stone of the apostles and prophets6 was laid for the b uilding 
up of the church, in o ur t ime has sent o ut from everyone of the church's 
estab lished ranks, even into the ruling city, the new Rome, many other stones 
roll ing over the land7, as the prophet says, to des troy and lay waste the intrigues 
of those who desired and attempted to destroy truth and di vi ne just ice. 

But wi th greater force and particular significance, N icholas, the mOS t blessed 
and aptly-named pope of o ld Rome, was sent from above as anmher cornerstone 
for the chu rch, preserving as fa r as possible the figurative likeness, as from an 
exalted and pre-emi nent place, to confront the carefully o rganised opposi tion of 
Photius. By the miss iles of his letters and speeches, he struck down the powerful 
leading supporters of Photius and, reflect ing a sto ry o f the o ld Tes tament, after 
the manner of the zealot Phinehas, he pierced Photi us with the lance of t ruth as if 
he were another Mid ianite defil ing the assembly o f Israels; and he completely 
destroyed h im on his nota agreeing to accept the remedies of a healing discipline 
aimed at t reat ing the scars and healing the adulterous wound; and just as another 
Peter dealt with Ananias and Sapphi ra. who sto ic what belo nged to God, by an 
anathema included as it were in his pricstl y dignity , he committed him to death? 

Following these directives and decrees, the mos t religious friend of Christ, 
our emperor, who m the heavenl y Emperor and Lord o f majesty has raised up 
for the salvation of the world , has consigned Pho tius to a suitable place and 
recalled the most holy patriarch Ignatius to his righ tful seat . Furthermo re, for 
the perfect discernment and definition o f what is agreed to be good and is 
beneficial, he has gathered together vicars from all the patriarchal scats and the 
whole college of bishops which is unde r his autho rity . Those of us who came 
together have celebrated th is great and unive rsal synod and, with much ex
amination, testing and discussion, with due care and co nsistency, we have Cut 

out with the sword of the spiri t the roo ts of scandals and weeds alo ng with thei r 
shoots, as we establish the truly innocent and mos t holy patriarch I gnatius in the 
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bilientes, et Photium pervasorem atque aduiterum cum omnibus sequa
cihus suis et nequitiae fautoribus condemnantes. Dicit eoim quodam 
loco per prophetae vocem universorum Deus : Pro pIer malitia.! adinven
lionum It<<1mnJ de domo mea cfieiam eos; et ultra non addam ul diligam eos, 
Do/uil Ephrem, radices suas amil, fmc/um ultra lion afferet l ; et iterum : :; 
Cbanaan in manu eius sla/era fllius/iliae, vim inferre di/exit, tI dixit Ephrem: 
Verumlamen dive! factus Slim, inveni rejrigeriuHI mihi. Omllu laborts eius non 
invetlienles et propter illiuslilias, qua.! peccQvj2, et iterum: Et heredilabunf 
domur lacob fOJ, qui heredilale reeuperanl fa!, el trit donulJ lacob ignis, et domu! 
IOfCpb jlamma; domu! aulem E!au in !Iipulalll, e/ exarducel// in eo! d comeden/ 10 

eo!, e/ non eril qui ignem feral domui E!au, quia Dominu! loquulu! U/3. 

Miser namque Photius erat veraciter ut homo, qui non pomil Deum adiu
lorem suum, led speravil in mullitudine verm/iarum marum, et praevaluil in 
vanilale4 malitia rum suarum, secundum veterem ilium Ephrem, discedens 
a divinis iustificationibus; quem irridens et subsannans propheticus 15 

sermo, ita dicit: Ephrem factus ul mbcinericiu! panis, qui non rever!alur, el 
mallducaverrml alieni jorliludinem eitls. Jple aulem non agnovil, el coni ejjloru
erun/ ei, et ipse non cognovit,-et humiliabilur iniuria Israel in jaciem ipsius, el in 
omnibus his nOli ut convtrSflS ad dominum Deum Sflum. Ephrem columba, a mensa 
A tgyplum invocabat, et ill Assyrios ibat; mm proJteli juerinl, imlJlillam mper 20 

eos rete meUIJI, sieut volalilia caeli, el attraham et corripiam eos ill audilionelJl 
tribula/ionis eoru!nS. In supremam quippe arrogantiam elams est contra 
beatissimum papam Nicolaum senioris Romae, mal itiae suae venenum 
evomuit; et falsos vicarios trium quasi oriental ium sedium congregans 
et concilium synodale, ut putabatur. constituens, et accusatorum ac 25 

testium componens nomina, et personas ac verba formans. quae singulis 
eorum quasi aptari viderentur, qui in synodica iudicatione inveniuntur, 
et quasi monumenta horum libros falsidicos fin gens et scribens atque 
componens, anathematizare praesurnpsit praedictum beatissimum papam 
Nicolaum et ornnes communicatores eius; ita ut ex hoc etiam universos, 30 

qui sub caelo erant pontifices et sacerdotes, id est et caeteras patriarchales 
sedes et omnem sacrum catalogum qui sub ipsis degit, sub eodem com
prehendere anathemate; eraot eoim omnes certissime communicatores 
praelati pontifids, in qui bus eum et qui cum ipso sunt, propheticus sermo 
rcdarguens et diffamaos ita dicit: Multiplicaverunt ut impie agerent, et 35 

legerunt foris leges, et invocaverunt confessionem6 ; et rursus: E t 
medilali sunt itt corde suo sermonet iniu!to!, el pomerunt retrormm iudicium} et 
iu!titia longe reeeuit ab ei!; quia cOnJumpla est in viis eorum verilas et per vias 
recta! non poluertm/ tranJire, e/ verila! sublata ut, et IrOll11111il mentem suam ul 
11011 ilttelligeret'. Et: Qui declinat a malo impugnatur, et /lidi/ Dominus, 4.0 

it non placuil ei, quia non trat iudiciumS,. et rursus: Hae. dicit DOlJlinus: sllper 
tribul impiela/ibus Judo et mper quatluor nOI1 converlam eum,pro eo quod repulerunl 
legem Domini e/ praecepla eius non cuslodierunt9 • Hunc itaque qui sic affecta~ 

1 Os 9. 15.16. 
t cr. Is 59. 12. 
, Am2. 4. 
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controlling seat, while we condemn Photi~s, the lnte:loper and illegal occupier, 
with all his supporters and promoters of evil. For alm ighty G?d says som.ewh~re 
by the mouth of a prophet: Because of the wickedness of then: d~eds ~ w dl drzv.e 
them oW of my hOltse. I will do no mo!e to love tJ:em. Ephraim H s17:,cken, tJ:elr 
root is dried up, they shall bear no frutt l 

; and again: Cana~n, th.ere IS a deceufttl 
balance in his hand, he has loved oppression. And Ephraim ~ald: But yet I am 
become rich, I have found for myself a place of repose: all/us.laboltrs shall not 
find me, despite the iniquities that I have committed2

; and agam: And rh~ house 
of Jacob shall possess their own possessions. The house of Jacob shall be a fire and 
the house of joseph a flame, and the house of Esau st.ubble; they shall burn them 
and consume them, and there shall be no survivor to the house of Esau, for the 
Lord has spokw3

• .. 
For the wretched Photius was truly like the person who dul not make God h1s 

refuge; bnt trusted in the abu~dance of his cunning a~d sou.ght !ef/tge .in tke 
vanity4 of his iniquities, follOWing the example of EphraIm of old, In t~rmng.hls 
back on the divine mercy; the word of the prophet mocks and dendes him, 
saying: Ephraim is become as bread baked under ~shes, that is n.ot turned. 
Strangers have devonred his strength and he knew It not; grey ham ~!so are 
spread upon him, and he is ignorant of it. He shaLL be humbled by the l~sult of 
Israel before his face; and in all this he has not retu,med to the Lord, hlS God. 
Ephraim is become as a dove, that called upon the table of Egypt and went to .the 
Assyrians. When they shall go, I wiLL spr~ad ~y net lipan them as upon ~he bL1:ds 
of the air; I will bring them down, I wtl! st~lke them to make t.hetr tnb~da£lon 
heards. For Photius was lifted up to the heights of arrogance m attacking the 
most blessed pope of old Rome, Nicholas, and he vomi ted out [he poison of his 
evil. He gathered together false vi.cars from .three s uppo~edl~ eastern sees, set up 
what was thought to be a synodical council, and, makmg hst~ of the names of 
accusers and witnesses, fashioning profiles and speeches which seemed to. be 
suited to each person who plays a part in a synodical investigation, and making 
up, writing down and organizing forged records as acc~:)UntS of those proceed
ings, he had the audacity to anathematize the ~foremen.t l on~d m?s~ blessed pope 
Nicholas and all those in communion with 111m. Photlus did tillS In such a way 
that as a result all the ex isting bishops and priests, that is, the other patriarchal 
sees and all the clerics within them, were included in the same anathema, for all 
were most certainly in communion with the leading bishop, and amongst th~m 
himself and his followers. The word of the prophet condemns and refutes hml 
when it says: They ~ave multip~ied their. tra2sgressio~s, they have e.nact~d 
extraneous laws and Invoked their confessiOn; and agam: They conceIVed m 
their heart lying words and turned justice back, and righteousness has stood afar 
off from them; for truth has been destroyed in their streets and they h.ave. been 
unable to follow the right path. Truth has disappeared and ~h.anged theIr mmd so 
that it cannot understand7 • And: H e who turns fro m ev il IS an acked, and the 
Lord saw and it displeased him because there was no judgmentS; .and again: Thus 
says the Lord: For three transgressions ofludah and for four, I wdl grant them n? 
repriC1Je; because they have rejected the law of the Lord and bave not kept Ins 
statutes9• Therefore, as regards the man who has acted in this way and has 
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vit, et talibus ac tot conatibus et temeritatibus turbavit et concussit toram 
sanctam catholicam et apostolicam ecclesiam,et oullatenus converti ac poe
n itere voluit, neque subdi decreta et iud icio sanctarum patriarchalium se
diu m consensir, ut cum et multo ante anathematizavit beatiss imus papa 

$ Nicolaus, ac deinde successor eius sanctissimus Adrianus papa, ita etsancta 
haec et uni ve rsalis synodus reprobavit et anathemati magis ac mag is man
davir,dicens ad eum ex persona cuncto rum Dei per Isaiae prophetae vocem: 
Q uomodo ves timemum in sanguine coinquinatum 1 non eric mundum, ita 
nee tu eri s muodus; quia eccles iam Christi adu \tcrasti et populum D omini 

10 multis partibus et multis modis scandalizasti et perdidisti. Eos autem 
qui sic se non habent, sed illi faventes adhaerent, si quidem episcopi vel 
clerici sunt, in perpetuum depositos fore praecipimus; monachos autem 
seu laicos anathematizamus, quousque a sua seductione atque mali tia con
vertantur, 

CANON E S 

I 
l ~ Dt lUJlodimdiJ tl constrllandiJ omnino IxpoJilil 

anIta ,I tradili! uduiat (anonibuJ 

KANONE~ 

A 

Per aequam et regiam divinae iusti- TT)\I EUOe:LaV )(at l3aot),o(T)\I OSeN -rii~ 
tiae viam inoffense incedere volen- 6d.cr:~ 8t)(CtWaVV1)o; a.1tPOOX6TC-rWo; f3a
tes, vel uti quasdam lampades sem- 8l~Et\I eOeAO\l"t'Eo;, or6\1 'twao; 1tupa ouo; 

20 per lucentes et iIluminantes gressus &:ttAO:(J.1td~ 'rouo; TW\I &.ylWV opouc; 
nostros, qu i secundum Deum sunt, xpa-rd\l lHpd)'o(J.€V· -rotyapou\I 'rou,:; 
sanctorum patrum definitiones et e\l 't"'ij xa60AtXn xat &:1tOO't'OAl)(n 
sensus retinere debemus, Quaprop- €xx).:f)o(~ 7tapa800ev't'(X~ 6tO'f1.0uc:; mx:

ter et has ut secunda eloquia se- pei tt T bW &:yl(.:)\1 xal 7tavwtpi)f1.WV 
2.5 cundum magnum et sapientissimum oinoo"To).W\I, napei "t'E opOo86~w\l O'U\I 

Dionysium2 arbitrantes et existi- 6Sw\I olxOUfLEvtXW\I 't'E xal 't'OTnXW\I, 
mantes, etiam de eis cum divino 1) XCtl 1tp6c; 'tWOC; OE'f)yOl'OU 7r<X't'poc; 
David promptissime canamus: StS<xoxaAou TljC; exxA7jol<x.;, TYlpt:'i:'J 
Mandatum Domini lucidum illumi- xal cpuAClTnt\l 0fLOAOYOGf.LEV· XP<X-

30 nans omlos3 et: Lucerna pedibus mei,; Tdv yap Ta,,; 7tal'a86aEt.;, &.; 7t<Xl'E
lux lua, el lumen ,;emitis meir; et cum A&:l3 o!J.Ev, EhE Stet. Myou, Ehe St' 
Proverbiatore dicimus: Jt.landalu11l ema-ro),w\I 'rwv 7tpoYEveaTepw.; St<X
IJIIIJlI lucidum, el lex tua lux5 : et cum AO:f1.~a\ITWv 6;ylwv, rrapeyyu(f Stal'
magna voce cum Isaia clamamus ad p~8'f)v TIau).o,,; 0 [J.eya~ ci.1t6aToAo~? 

3~ dominum Deum, quia lux pratctpla 
Ilia SIInt sllper lerram6 , Luci enim veraciter assimila tac sunt divinorum 
canonum hortat iones et dehon ationes, secundum quod discerni tur mel ius 
a peiori, et expediens atque proficuum ab eo quod non expedire, sed et 
obesse dignoscitur . 

I cr. Is 9, 5, 
• Ps 18.9. 

~ Ps.-Dionyslus Areop., De mI. hitr. I 4 (PG 3,375), 
, Ps 118, lOS, . ~ Pro 6, 23. e Is 26, 9 (SeplUaginta). 12 Th 2, t S, 
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dlstu rbed and shaken the whole holy, catholic and apostolic church with so 
many brazen attacks of th is kind, has utterly re[used to be converted and ~epent, 

d has refused to submit [Q the decrees and Judgment of the ho ly patriarchal 
:~es, JUSt as long ago the most b lessed pope ~icholas and t~cn his success?r, the 
most ho ly pope H adrian, anathematized him, so toO thiS holy and umver~al 
s nod has reproved him and put him under an ever severer anathema while 
a~dressing to him, in the person of all G od 's people, the words of (h~ prophet 
Isaiah: JUSt as a garment so iled in blood l will nOt be clean, so you wil l nOt be 
clean; for you have defiled the church of Christ and have bee,n a source of 
scandal and des truction to the people of God on ~a~y coun tS a~d 10 ma~y way~. 
We command that those who do not share thiS View, but give Photlus their 
willing support, if they are bishops or. clerics, ,must be deposed for ever; we 
anathemati l.e monks or lay people, untJ! such tlme as they are converted from 
thei r false ways and wickedness . 

CANONS 

On the scrupulolls preservation and observance of the ecclesiastical canons published in the past 
and e7ltru5ted to the church 

If we wish to proceed without offence along the true and royal road of ~ ivine 
justice, we must keep rhe declara tions and teaching.s of t~e h?ly fathers as If tI~ey 
were so many lamps which are always alight.and. dlulTIlIllung 0 ':lr steps which 
are d irected towards God. Therefore, consldenng and estee~ll1l g t1~ c,sc as a 
second word of God, in accordance with the great and most wise D COIS-, let us 
sing most will ingly along wi th the d ivinely inspired David , Y,he commandment 
of the Lord is bright, enlightening t~e eyes}, and, }' our word 15 it lamp to my feet 
and a light to my paths4 ; and with th.e a~thor ?f Pro.ve rbs we say, YOHr 

commandment is a lamp and your law a hght ,and ilke l sa lah we cry to the lord 
God with loud voice, because your commands are a ligh~for the. earth

6
• ror. the 

exhortations and warnings of the divine canons arc n glnly I~k en ed to light 
inasmuch as the bette r is distinguished from the worse and what IS advantageous 
and useful is distinguished from what is no t helpfu l but harmful. 

1 See Is 9, S. 
2 Pseudo-Den is the Areopagite, De eeel. hier. (Ecclesiastical hierarchy) 1 4 (PG 3, 375). 
3 Ps 18,9. 4 Ps 1\ 8, 105. s Pro 6, 23. (, Is 26, 9 (Septuagint) . 
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Igitur regulas. quae sanC(ae catholicac ac apostolicae ecclesiae tam a 
sanctis famos iss imis apostOlis, quam ab orthodoxorum uni versal ibus, nee 
non er localibus conci liis, vel etiam a quo libet dei loquo patte ac magistro 
ccclesiac tradita sum, servare ac custodire profitemur; his et propriam 
vitam et mores regcmcs, et omnem sacerdoti i catalogum, sed et cmncs :; 
qui christiano censentur vocabulo, poenis et damnationibus ct, e di verso, 
receptionibus ac iustificationibus quae per illas prolatae sunt ct delio itac, 
subiici cano n ice dcccrnentes; tenere quippe fradiliones, quas accepimus, 
sive per Jermontm, Jive ptr epislolam sanctoru m qui antea fu iscrunr, Pau lus 
admone t aperte magnus apostolus1 , 10 

II 
D e &o11JervandiJ eliam dejini:ionibJlllynodiu 

a bratiuimo papa Nirolao et Jalltfiuimo papa 
Hadriano Romanil palriar&hil pro d~fm!iolle 

COfUtantinopolitanorJlm utinitU 0& res/itutione 
Ignatii santli11imi patriarchal, atque neophyli 
expullione ac condemnatione Phatii expoJilil 

B 

" 
ObediJe praeposiJis ves/ris e/ subiace/e T o'll ILa.Xa.p~WTa."roV 1ta1ta.v Ntxo),a.ov, 
illis; ipsi enim pervigilan/ pro animabus WI.; 'opyctVOV TOU tiyEou 1tVtt.lILa.;OI.; 
tles/ris lOll/quam roliomm reddi/uri 2, ~XOVTel.;, xa.t TOV E:xdvou OLOCOOXOV 
Paulus magnus aposwlus praecipit. TO'll aytWTa.TOV mimx\I 'A8pta.v6v, 20 
Itaque beatiss imum papam Nico- opt~Of.LEV xa.t OearrtsofLev 1tOC\lTct Ta. 
laum tamquam organum sancti Spi- mxp' a.\hwv h't'eOsv't'IX xoct auvool
ritus habentes, nec non et sanctissi- xwc; EWPWV'l)OSV't'IX XIXTa. Ot(X<popOUI.; 
mum Hadrianum papam successo- XOCLPOU C; U1ttp hotx7]aewc; xa t O'u
rem eius, definimus arque sancimus. a't'ocaEwc; , -rijc; ayt(Xc; Kwva't'(X\I 't' t\lOU- 25 
etiam omnia quae ab eis synod ice 1tOALTW\I hXA'l)O[(x1.; xat TOU aylot> 
per diversa tempora cxposita sunt (XuT'1j1.; a:PXtEpsW~ '! yva.T(OU, x(Xt T'iil.; 
ct promulga ta, tam pro defensione <DWTloU E~w67]<r£w~ Te xcd Xa.T(xXpl-
ac statu Constantinopolitanorum aewc;, 'n'JPE~cr6at xat <pu),anea6at 
ecclesiae, et summi sacerdotis eius, rra.\ITOTe aUv TO~<; E:xTeOdcH XECPa.- 30 
Ignatii videlicet sanctissimi patri- ),a.(Otl.;, xa.t IL"I)OSVIX TWV OtOU07]TWOC; 
archae, quam etiam pro Photii neo- -rctYfL(xTOC; &:v6pw1tw\l &:OeTIjaal TO).
phyti et invasoris expulsione ac con- fLCXV' d os n~ fLETa -rOUTOV ~ILWV 
demnatione, servari semper et cu- TO'll opov <pwpo:Od'fj &:OeTwv Tt TWV 
stodiri cum expositis capi tulis im- TI'O:P' hd\lo~o:; h,eOsvTwv xe:rpo:).o:t- 35 
mutilata parirer et illaesa, et nullum wv, ~EPEUI.; !J.E'J W\I -i) XA'fjP~XOI.; , hm· 
episcoporum, au t presbyterorum, ltT€'W -rijo:; t3La.~ "~ILij~ xal T&:~e:WC; ' 

vel diaconorum, aut quempiam de /LovaXOC; 8t iJ Aai;xo~ &:<pOP~~Ea6W, 
catalogo cieticorum evertere, vel ILtXPt~ «v ILeTa\l07]ay), 
repro bare aliquid horum audere, ~o 

Quisquis autem post hanc definitioncm nos tram comprehensus fuerit 
spernens quidquam capitulorum ct decretorum quae ab illis exposita 

1 2 Th 2, 15, 2 Heb 13, 17. 
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Therefore we declare that we are preserving and maintaining the canons 
which have been entrusted to the holy, catho lic and apostolic c1lUrch by the holy 
and renowned apostles, and by universal as wel l as local councils of orthodox 
[bishops], and even by any inspired father or teacher of the church . Consequent
ly, we ru le our own life and conduct by these C:lllons and w~ decree that all those 
who have the rank of priests and all those who are descnbed by the name of 
Christian are, by ecclesiastical law, included under the penalties and condemna
tions as well as, on the other hand, the absolutions and acquittals which have 
been imposed and defined by them. f o r Paul , the great apostle, open ly urges us 
to preserve the traditions which we have received, either by word or by letter, of 
the saints who were famo us in times past 1

, 

2 

On the observance of the directives promulgated irl synod by the most blessed pOpe Nicholas 
arid the most holy pope ""uirian, patriarchs of Rome,for (he defence of the church of 

COrlSttlminople arid the restoration of thi' most holy patriarch Ignatius, and for the expulsioll 
and condemnation of the UpS!llr! Pho(JI/$ 

Obey yoltr leaders and Sltbmit to them; for they are keeping watch over yOltr 
souls, as persons who will have to give account!, commands Paul , the great 
apostle. So, having both (he most blessed pope Nicho l a~ as (he ins trument of (he 
holy Spirit and his successor, the most holy pope Hadnan. we declare,and order 
that every thing which has been expounded and p~omulgated by them 111 a syno,d 
at various times, both for the defence and well -be1ll g of the church of Constanti
nople and of its chief priest, namely Ignatius, its most holy patriarch. as well as 
for the expulsion and condemnation of Photius, the upstart and usurper, should 
be maintained and observed together with the canons there set forth, unchanged 
and unaltered , and no bishop, priest o r deacon o r anyone from the ranks of the 
clergy should dare to overturn o r reject any of these things. 

Whoever, then, shall be found, afte r these directives of ours, despis ing any of 
the articles or decrees which have been promulgated by these popes, mUSt be 

12Th 2, 15 , 2 Heb 13, 17. 
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sunt, si quidem sacerdos fueti t aut clericus, a p roprio decidat hona te 
simul et orcline : monachus au tem. vel laicus, cuiuscumque sit dignitat is, 
segrege tu r, donee poenitens pro fi teatur se conservatu rum praedictorum 
ed it ionem. 

III 
~ UJ hon(Jr~/Nr It adortlur imago domini WJITi l U ll 

Christi, Q(que u~ l anaOrNIJ1 libri tvangeliOTlIIJ1, I I 

figNra p ru iOlat t rJltil , , imililfT f t- inltlJ1fTo/M 

maids tiN! et D ti geni/ritis AlariiU, , / omnium 
l all(/orum, nu non (ae/altum miniI/ forum 

10 Sacram imaginem domini nestri 
Iesu Christi et omnium liberatoris 
et salvato ris aequo honore cum libro 
sanctorum evangeliorum ado rari de
ce rnimus. Sicut cn im per syllabarum 

l ~ eloquia, quae in libro feruntut. sa
lutern consequemur omnes, ita per 
colorum imaginariam operationem, 
et sapientes et idiotae cuncti , ex eo 
quod in promptu est perfruuntur 

20 util itate; quae enim in syllabis se r
mo, haec et scriptura, quae in colo
ri bus est, praedicat et commendat ; 
et dignum es t, ut secundum con
g ruentiam rationis, et antiquissi-

2~ mam trad itionem propter honorem, 
quia ad principaiia ipsa referentur, 
et iam de ri vative iconae honoren
tur, et adorentur aeque ut sanctorum 
sacer evangeliorum liber, atque ty-

3G pus preciosae Crucis. 
Si quis ergo non adorat iconam 

salvatoris Christi, non videat for
mam eius, quando veniet in gloria pa
terna gloriftcari et glorificare sanctos 

r 

T1jv [epa.v dx6vo: TOU xuptou 1l l./.Wv 
'I'lj ooiJ Xp~OTOU Ol./.OT( I./.W,> -rii ~[~A<p 
TWV &'YLWV euo:yyeA[wv npoO"xuv.:X
O"Oo:~ ee cnd~ol./.ev · wO"nep yap B~a 
'TWV E!lqlepo~dvwv t v o:u't'] O"UMO:~WV 
Tije; OW TYJP [O:,> emTuyxcXvOUOlV &mxv
'Te ,> , O()...W 8~&. -ril '> TWV XPWflcX'TWV 
elxovoupy[o:C; XO:l OOqlOl x0:1 tS ~w't"a~ 

1tcXv'Te,> -rile; (~qleAefru; ex 'ToG npo
Xdpou 1to:panoAo:uouOlV · «1tep yap 
o EV atJMa(3,1j A6yoC;, -raGTa xa~ Tj 
EV xpwtJ.aOL ypa qll) xaTayy£Me~ 'tl: 

xalnapl.on')O" tv : 
Et TLe; aU'll ou npooxuvei: Ti)v 

eLxova TOG aw'r'i)poc; XPLaTOG , fll) 
• (Sn EV -rii oeuT£pq: na poua[q: TIjv 
'Tou't'Ol) flOp<PYjv · 0flOLWC; BE: XO:L T"f)V 
d x6va -rile; riXpciv-rou !.I.1)-rpoo:; a u't"oG , 
xo:t -ret e; dx6vae; 'rWV &.y[wv ciyytAwv, 
x(XO~e; aU'roue; xo:paxn')p [~e~ S ~ a. 't"WV 
AOYI.WV Tj &.yla y paql1) , xa~ npoot'rl 
-rwv &.y lwv n a.vTwv, xat 't"~!lwl-lev xed 
npoaxuvoGflev· xal ot I-l~ OO'TWC; 
~xov't"e e; liva.Oel-la ~O' 'TwO'o:v. 

3~ suosl , sed ali enus sit a communione ipsius et claritate : similiter autem et 
imaginem intemeratae matris eius et Dei genitricis Mariae; insuper et 
iconas sancto rum angelorum depingimus, quemadma dum cos figurat 
ve rbis divina scriptura ; sed et laudabilissimo rum apostolorum, prophe
tarum, martyrum, et sanctorum virorum, simul et omnium sanctorum, 

40 et hanoramus et adoramus. Et qu i sic se na n habent, anathema sint a 
Patre, er Filia, et Spiritu sancto. 

1 2Th I, to. 
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stripped of his d ignity and rank, ifhe is a priest or cleric; a monk o r lay perso n, of 
whatever digni ty, must be excom municated until he repents and promises to 

observe all [he decrees in question. 

3 

The image %llr 10rd Jeslis Christ sholfld be hOl/olfred and vellerated;lI the same way as the 
books 0/ the holy gospels and the reprnentlltion 0/ the precious eTOSS; likewise too, the image of 

Mary, his ulldefiled mother lind mother of God, al/d those 0/ ,i/I the saints and heavenly 
mmisters 

We decree that the sacred image of our lo rd Jesus C hrist, the redeemer and 
saviour of all people, sho uld be venerated with honour equal to that given to the 
book of the holy gospels. For, just as through the written words which are 
contained in the book, we all sha ll obta in salvation, so thro ugh the infl uence that 
colours in pa inti ng exercise on the imagination , all , both wise and simple, obtain 
benefit from what is before them; for as speech teaches and portrays throu gh 
sy llables, so toO does paint ing by means ?f colou~s : It is onl? right then , in 
accordance with true rcason and very anClent t radmon, that Icons should be 
honoured and venera ted in a derivative way because of the honour wh ich is 
given to their archetypes, and it should be equal to that given to the sacred book 
of the holy gospels and the representation of the precious cross. 

If anyo ne then does not vencrate the icon of C hr ist, the saviour, let him not 
see his face when he comes in h is father's glo ry to be glorified ana to glorify his 
saints! , but let h im be cu t off from his comm unio n and splendour; similarl y the 
image o f Mary, his immaculate mothcr and mother of God ; we also paint the 
icons of the ho ly angels just as div ine scri pture depicts them in words ; we also 
honour and venerate those of the highly renowned apostles, prophets, martyrs 
and ho ly men as well as those of all the sa ints_ Let those who are nor so d isposed 
be ana thema fro m the Father, the Son and the holy Spirit. 

1 2Th I. 10. 
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IV 
D t to qllod Mopbylll$ Pholilll 1Jllnq= iuillt 

pifkallir tpiscoplls, Mqllt illi qui in qllofi/JeJ 
sactrdoJafi gradu (()1Jsurali simI, pulenlur lain 
t ilt qualu MI ille nominavil, neque dimiltendi 

sunl t iJ br>nores, qui ab eo (ollali sunl, sed 
slIbverlenda tsse omnia quaU1UItqut illt ad dandllm 

a/iis gradllm saurt!Qlii operalus nl 

Amorem principatus, utpote quam
dam malam radicem exortorum in 
ecclesia scandalorum. radicibus ex
cidentes, eum qui remere et prae
varic:ltorie ac irregulariter, velu ti 
quidam gravis lupus, in Christi ovile 
insiliit1, Photium scil icet, qui mille 
tumultibus et turbat ionibus o rbem 
terrae replevit. iusto decreto dam
oamus, promulgantes nunquam fu- · 
isse prius aut nunc esse episcopum, 
nee eos qui in aliquo sacerdotali 
g radu ab eo consecra ti vel p romoti 
sunt maneee in eo ad quod provecti 
sunt: insuper et eos qui ab illo 
consuetas orationes ad praepositu.
rae promotionem susceperunt, ab 
huiusmodi patrocinio coercemus. 

Sed et ecclcsias quas, ut pu tatur, 

T~'J q>~AGt:pX(IX'J oto'J 'tWIX n ov1)po:'J 
p[~IX\I 't'W\I XIXXW'J 1t'tX'J't'W'J TIp 6pp~~O\l 

&TIO'f£fL'J O'J'!~<;, 'fO'J npOTtE'fw,; XCll &- 10 

etGILW<;, ot6v 'fwa Mltov ~apo'J d<; 
'f0 'fOU XpLG,OU TtOllLVLOVI dGTtYjo7j· 
GGt:'J't'1l ¢lw'n ov, xo:l 'o:po:x7j.; T1jv 0[· 
XOUf·d\l"fJ'J EIlTtA7)Ga\l,a, 8LXO:(4-l A6Y4> 
aTtoqlGt:L'J61 .. U;6o: W1)8 ino,E yeyo\lt'JGt:~ 15 

TIpO't'EPOV 'i) vU\I tTt(aXOTtO\l' !J-~'t'1: 
,00Jt:; UTt' a ,hou XELPO,ovYj6E'J,a<; t 'J 
ol<p87)1to'f~ ~o:61l{j> tEPO:'f!.X{j>, £\1 ~ 
TIpO~X~~p(O"(l'1)GIX'J, 1l£\lI:L'J ' 'foo.;. 8E 
TIClP' a \hou d,,; Yjyou!J-t;\ldo:'J TtpOXC~· 20 
pLG6iVTGt<;, 't"7j<; ' OtlXVTl)<; rtPOG't'Gt:Gta<; 
artdpy0!..tE\I' Aiyu yo:p b 'fWV OAW'J 
6EO'; 8~0:. 'fOU Ttpoq:rYj,ou" , "O'fL GU 
~TI('(\IWO"!'\I ' aTt'(~Gw, x&.yw &1tbJO"OflGt:( 
G~ 'fOU fl~ lEpo:n:UEW iJ.0~' '2 " 

tam Phatius quam ii qui ab ipso consecrati sum, dedicaverunt, vel si 
commotas mensas stabilierunt, rUrSus dedicari et inthroniza ri atque sta
biliri decernimus; omnibus maxi me quae in ipso, et ab ipso ad sacerdo
tal is gradus acceptionem vel damnationem acta sunt in irritum ductis. 30 

Dicit enim universorum Deus per prophetam: Quia lu scimliam repulisli, 
el ego repel/am te, Ile sacerdotio .Iimgaris mihi2; et oblila eJ legum Dei lui, et ego 
obliviscar filiorum luoTtim. Si secundum multi/udinem eOTUm sic peccaverunt mi/;i, 
gloriam ipsorum in inhollorantiam ponom : peccato populi mei comedent, et in 
iniUJlilii; !IIis occipim/ animas lUafJ. Et iterum dicit: QUia multiplicavil M 

Ephrem ai/aria in peecatllm, facIa lUllt ei altaria delicla: seribam in eo mulli
ludinem4• 

I Cf. Ac 20,29. ~ O s 4, 6. 3 Os 4, 6-8. , Os 8, 11. 
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4 

The upstart Photius never seems to have been a bishop, and those who w ere consecrated ill 
wh,ltever priestly grade are lIot to be collsillered such as he called them, ami the honours which 

were con/erred by him are not be given them , bll t everythirlg be did to bestow the priesthood on 
others is to be made void 

In rearing up by the roOtS the love of power, as being an ev il root nourishing the 
scandals which have arisen in the church, we condemn, with a just decree, him 
who boldly, cunningly and unlawfully, like a dange rous wolf, leapt into the 
sheepfold of Christl; we are speaki ng about Phocius, who has filled the whole 
world with a thousand upheavals and disturbances, \VIe declare that he never was 
no r is now a bishop, nor must those, who were consecrated o r given advance
ment by him to any grade of the priesthood, remain in that state to which they 
were promoted, Moreover, we debar from this kind of preferment those who 
received from Photius the customary rescripts for promotion to special office, 

As for the churches which Photius and those who were ordained by him are 
thought to have consecra ted and the altars which they are thought to have 
renovated after they had been torn down, we decree that they arc ro be conse
crated, ano inted and renovated aga in. In sum, everything that was done in his 
person and by him, for the es tablishi ng or penalizing of the sacerdotal state, has 
been abroga ted, For the God of the whole universe says through his prophet: 
Becau.se Y0lt have rejected knowledge, I reject you from being a priest to me2; 

and, You have forgotten the laws of your God, 1 also will fo rget your children, 
The more they increased, the more they sinned against me .. I will change their 
glo,"y into shame. They feed on the Sl:n of my people; they bloat their souls with 
their iniquitiesJ

, And again he says: Because Ephraim has multiplied altan for 
sinning, they have become to him altars for sins; 1 w ill w rite copiously aboltt 
them" . 

1 See Ac 20, 29 .. 1 Hos 4, 6. ..> Hos 4, 6-8 .. ~ Hos 8, I I. 
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v 
QJloa non oporltal de sene/oria dignilatl, litl dt 

aliqlltJ /aiforlO11 orJillt, nUper IOIlSNm elig; wI 
STuNp; palriorcham, nili IUJmdum definiliontm, 

qJlat prolata ell ab hac Jane/a et magna Iynodo, 
i"wnia/IIT 

E 

Omnem canonicam stabilitatem in Kocvwv ean\! (} Aiyw'r M1j odv btl
ecclesiis semper rnancre in Christo aX01W\I rrpoXEtp£l:;e:a6a.( TL\I!X Ve:6q:lU
providere ctipiemes, renovamus et TOV ~ XClTQ: T"I)'J rrlO'TtV, )} xaTcX TO\l 

confirmamus terminos et vacatio- tepa"nxo\l XAYjpov LmapxavTIX, 'tva !-l1J 
10 nes, quae olim a sanctis apostolis TUqlw6d.; d<;: xPt/-ltx ~1 .. t1t£crn xed mx

ct beatts patribus nostris editae. y[oa: T OU Ota136Aou' 1, xcx6&: tp'1)ow (, 
legem in ecc1esia posucrunt, non TIauAOr;. }.;uwpW\lWr; TO[VUV Toth.~ 
opo rtere amistitcm promovere MYOflEV, 'fll')StVIX T(;W ano TIj~ auy
quemquam, qui est vel secundum XA7)-nX:1j.; &:~(ct.~ xed XOO"[1.LX1j<; &:yw-

Hi fidem, vel secundum sacerdotalem y1)~ 1fpoO'q>chw~ XlXptV.ct., XIX!. XIX.a. 
sonem neophytus , Itt in flaIm, in O'X07tOV XIX!. npoaSoxtlXv &:PXtEPIX-n
iudicium illcidal, fl /aque/oH diabo/il~ x1j<; ~ 7t1X.ptct.PXtx1j<; 'L[1.1)<; ye::yo\lon 
sicut dici t Apos tolus. Prioribus XA7)ptXOV ~ (.LOVIXXOV, e::L:; .Ov ' OtOUTOV 
ergo canonibus concordantes, defi- &:"'IX~ t ~&:~e::tV f3aOf.lo\l, xli\l lcp' £x&:aT~ 

!)o nimus ; ncminem de senatoria di- '&'Y(.LIX-n tij<; 6e::(at; [spwauv7j<; nAdovct. 
gnitatc, vel mundana co nversatio ne Xp6vov 1totljan SOXtflIX~Ofle::vO<;' ouSe 
nuper tonsum super intentione vel yap St' e::uM~stav, ana. 8ta. tptAa p
cxpcctatione pontificatus 'vel patriar- xkr.v x£xapTaL' en 8e 7tAtO\l ' OUTOV 
chatus honoris, clericu m au t mona- tXne::(pY0/-LSV, d 1tIXpa l3a<HAtx1)O; l-

25 chum factum, ad huiusmo di scan- ~ouatIXO; dO; TOUTO auvwO'1jTaL. 
dere gradurn , licet per singu los 
ordines d ivi ni sacerdorii plu r imum tem poris fecisse probetur: ncque 
enim prop ter relig ionem vel amorem Dei, aut propter expectationem 
transeundi viam virtutum, sed o b amorem g loriae ac pri ncipatus ton-

30 sus huiusmodi rcperitur: mag is autcm coercemus huiusmodi, si ab 
imperatoria dignitate ad hoc co mpeliatur. 

5i veeo qu is per nullam suspic io- Et 8£ n o; xaT' ouikfLlav U7tO~(IXV rij~ 
nem pracdictae concupiscentiae cx- dp'fJflE\I'fJ<; £m6u/-L[IXt; xat TIp00'80X£IX~ 
pectationis, sed propter ipsum bo- b,ap7j, &:ncl: Sta: .0 xaAOV TI)~ XIXTa. 

3:.; nu m h urnil ilat is, q uae est circa Ch ri- XptOTOV 7toAtTdao; YEYOV£ XA'fJP~XO~ 
sturn l esum, abrenuntians mundo, ~ /-Lovct.xo<; XIXt n&:vTCt ~a6f1.ov t x
fiat clcricus. aut mo nachus, et o m- xA7jOtaaTtXOv fle::'Te::A6wv XIXTa TOU':; 
nem grad um ecclesiasticum t rans- WptO'/-L€VOUo; Xp6vou,> aV£TdA1')1tTO~ £u
igens, per definita nunc tempora P€O"f) , TIP O~t~ct.oO~1'{o e::tt; 't~v apxte::-

40 irreprehensib ilis inventus exstiterit pwO'u'J1)V, WOTe:: £\1 1'0 {3a6fL0 -wu 
et probatus. ita uf in gradu lector is a.VCtyvWOTOU EVtIXuTOV nA'f)pwOlXt , £\1 
annum compleat, in subdiaconi ve- 8e T0 -rou UTIo8tIXxovou Mo. xct.t £\1 
ro duos. sitq ue diaconus tribus. et T(7) TOU 8toxx6vou -rpe::i'~ , xoxt '£O'O'ox
presbyter quatuor annis, bene pla- pct.<; &'01 T0 TOU 7tp£a~u.Ep01.r £7tt 8E 

't Tm3,6-7. 
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5 

who I,a, recently received the tonsure and comes from the senatorial order or any lay 
A persoll . , h ' d .,. 't/ the rank should not be chosen or accepted as patrlfl.rch unless 11 appells III accor arlcc WI J 

decree issued by this holy arid gret/t synod 

Since we d esire to ensure, in Christ , (hat the s tab ility of ,the cano~s .should 
always remain firm in the churches, we renew and conflrlll the limas and 
conditions which were formerly decreed b y the holy apostl e~ and o ur ho~y 
fathe rs and which made it a law in [he church ~hat nobody, who IS a neop hyte In 

the faith or priestly office, should be made a bishop, lest he be puffed up and f~!l 
in to the judgment and snare of the devil l

, as the Apostle says. There~ore , In 

accordance with the previo us canons, we d eclare th~r nobody of senaton~ 1 rank 
or a secular way of life, who has recently been ad:nmed ,ro the ronsur~ with the 
inrentio n or expeccation of the honour of beco~\Og a b ishop or patrlar~h . an,d 
who has been made a cleric or monk, should, n se ,to such a level, even If ,h~ IS 
shown to have completed a considerable time In ~ach stage. o,f the . dIVIne 

riesthood, For it is clear that the tonsure was no t received ,for re li giOUS reasons, 
fove of God or ho pe of progress ing along the path of the v~rtues, but ,ror love of 
glory and honour. We eX,clude s l~ ch people still mo re n gorous ly If they are 
pushed fo rward by imperial backlOg" ,. . , 

However, if someone gives no SuspI CIOn of 5eekll1g (,h,e worl,dlY,beneflts Just 
mentioned, bu t, prompted b y the actua l good of.a humility w hich IS ~entred .on 
Christ, renounces the world and bec~:)]llcS a cler~c or monk and , whde passmg 
th rough every ecclesiastical grade, IS found wltho.lIt reproach and of good 
charac ter during the periods o f time curre ntly established, 50 that he completes 
one year in the order of lecto r, twO in that of subdeacon, three as deacon and 

1 1 Tm 3, 6-7, 
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cuit huic sanctac et universali syno- -:;w'J XPO\l~O'&.v'!W\l EU)..rx{3(;)<; -ri;> .!ly
do e1i g i hune ct admitti. Circa hos IHlTL TWV XA1)PLXWV "TI:: xal fLO'llXXWV 
autem qui relig iose morati sunt or- 0 rrpO£lP7JJ,.tE:vOt; Xpovoo:; O"UO"TlX)..ijo£Tcn 
d ine clericorum, ct monachorum, r-IXPO: TWV xO:1"O:. XctlpOU<; bnox6rr(.Vv. 
digni iudicati sont pontificatus di- Et 8e 'itIXPOC 'TO\.JTOV 't"6\1 opov 1t"POCt.- 5 

g nitate pariter et honore; praedic- xOd"t) Tt l;; d<; T~\I stP'1Jf.LS\l1)V 6m:pToc't'1)V 
tum tempus abl~rcviamus, nimirum 't"l!-L7JV, CbtOOOXLfLcta61rrw 1t"cc:vT':xrro:alv. 
secundum quod ep iscoporum prae-
lati probaverint qui per tempo ra fue rint. Si vero praeter hanc definitionem 
nOSleam quisq ua m ad iam fatum sup remu m honorcm provectus exstite- 10 
t it , reprobe tu r. e[ ab omni sacerdotali ope ratione prorsus abiiciatur. u[
pate qui extra sacros canones sit promotus. 

VI 
De pro/alo anatbemau (01l1ra Photium, etial!l 

propter faison,,,, lIicariorum (onlra btalillimum 
papa'" Nicolaum inwnliontm, tl conlra tum ftcle 15 

a, fallo scriplorumlibtllorHm, et qllod ojXJrUal 
amnn qui la/~ quid tgtrinl abiiu re 

el anathema/izare 

Quoniam quidem apparuit Photius ' E rrdrr£p XoXTE q:>Wp&:61) <lhim or:; !-LETa: 
post prolatam contra se iustissimam 't1)v E~e;ve;xOdcf<xv xa't"' O:UTOU o~xo:tO- 20 
sententiam, et damnation em a sanc- 't"&:TIJV cbroltloXow Ttapoc TOU ocytw't&:
tissimo papa Nicolao propter ne- TOU Tt&:TtCi N~XOA&:OU, 8~oc 't1)v ,We: 
quissimam invasionem Constanti- a!-loTciTIJv br[~aatv TIl<; KwvaTavT~
nopolitanorum ecclcsiae cum aliis VOUTtOA~TWV ExxA'Y)a(ar:; , rrov'Y)pou<; TL
mal is operibus suis, etiam quosdam vac; &.vopoXr:; &:1.0 'n-;jv AEWItl0PWv &- 25 
nequam ct adula tores de plate is et YU~wv e;up1)XWC;, xal TOnOTIJP'Y)TQ:<; 
vid s invenisse, et vic3r io.s hos sanc- aUTour:; TWV a.YLW,&:TWV nO:Tptap
tissimarum {rium patriarchalium XLXWV 6p6vwv xaTovo~aa<;, XoXl aUv 
sedium oriemis nominassc ac pro- TOUTOLC; EXXA1)alo:v a uoTIJaa!J.E:VOC; 1.0-
posuisse, atque cum his ecclesiam v'Y)pEUO!-levWv1, xoceoc~pe-nxci<; (ruXO~OCV- 30 
mal ignantium1, et concilium vani- T[ar:; XOCl BLa: ~OAOC<; xaToc TOU !-uxxa:p(ou 
tads colligens, dcposiwrias accj..l- rr&:mx NLxo)..aou TupEuaa:<;, xal TO 
sationes et crimina contra beatissi- &VCiOE!-LCi AaOpCi(w<; XIX't' IXVTOU XCit 

mum papam Nicolaum commovisse; TWV XOLVWVOUVTWV aUTcr &TtO~TJ\lOC-

et anathema procacice r et audaccer llEVO<;, iJl\l Tel: 8-r,OEV utC0llV1)lla:ToX 35 
contra eum, et cunctos communi- auVOOlXW<; rruptXoXUaToX ytYOVE· TOU
cantes ei, saepe promu lgasse, quo- TOU XO:Pl'll rrpo<; &a~aAEr.o:v TIl<; EX
rum quasi monumemorum Ii bros XA1)aLoXOTLX-r,C; xaT<X:O"TaaE(u<; &va:
nos quoque vid imus, ab ipso ma- 6E!J.Ct:T(~OllEV T?)'J d(1) (J.tvo'l (J)wnov, 
ligno opere ac fallaci dictatione con- xCii S~eI: T~V CiU.-f)V Ci£T(oXV xlXt TOU<; 40 
suws, qui etiam synod icc ab igne &:rro TOU VUV TOWUT6\1 'n TO)..!-l1)aOvTCi <; 
consumpti sunt: T0 aVIXOe!-lCiTl uTtO~anO[LEV , XIXOWr:; 

I Cf. Ps 25, 5. 
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fou r as pri est, this holy and unive rsa l synod has d.ecreed ~h~t such. a one may be 
chosen and admitted. As for those who have remamed :ch?,ously m the orde r of 
leric or monk and have been judged worthy of the dignity and honour of the 
~piscopacy, we reduce the afore~a id period of t ime to that which the superiors of 
these bishops approved at the time. If, however, anyone has been advanced to 
th is supreme honour contrary to this. directive o~ o urs, he must be condemned 
and completely excluded from all pnesdy functions, because he has been ele
vated contrary to the sacred canons, 

6 

On lhe anathema pr01l01411c('(1 agamst f1iJOtiIl5 , bOlh fo r crcluingfa/)e vicars t~ oppose the most 
blened pope Nicholas lind fo r fab ricatillg w ritt en charges agamst h Im w hICh were both 

contriv ed and false , and that al! w ho htlv e done weh a thillg should be cast out and dec!(/fed 
anathcmli 

It appears that Photius, after the sentences and con? emnations ':lOS t .iu~tly 
pronounced aga inst him by the mO,st holy, popc. ~lCho1a~ for hiS ~nmlnal 
usurpation of the church of Constantmople, to addition to hiS other evil deeds, 
fou nd some men of wicked and sycophantic character from the squares and 
streets of the city and proposed and designated them as vicars of the three mOSt 
holy patriarchal sees in the cast. H e formed with these a church of evi l -d~e,rs ' 
and a fradu lent council and set in marion accusations and charges cntalhn g 
depos ition against the most bl es~ed p~pe Nicholas an~ repeated l~, imp~den,t1y 
and boldly issued anathemas agamst hIm and all those 1I1 comn;Ul1lon with him, 
The records of all these things have been seen by us, records whlch.were cobbled 
together by him with evi l intent and ly ing words, and all of whICh have been 
burn t during this very synod. 

I Sec Ps 25, 5, 
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Huius rei g ratia pro cautela eccle~ xcx.t (; 'tii~ €uO"€~d(XC; &OA"1)TI]C; Mcx.p 
siastici o rdinis anathcmatizamus TL\lOC; txcx.\l6v~0"e;v l . 

quidem prirnitus praedictum Pha-
tiu m et iam propter huiuscemodi causam: deinde ve ro et omnem qu i 

:; amodo in calliditate fraudulencer cgcrit . et verbum veritacis adulteravc
rit, et falsas vicarios simulaverit, vel libros dictatus mendacis finxerit. 
et ad propriorum favorcm votorum commentatus fue tit, quemadmodum 
et for tissimus pietatis athleta Martinus, sanctissimus papa Ro manus, tales 
synod ice pepul itl. 

VII 
10 Quod non fJporltal anothmltlfizalfJS a sanaa II 

IlniWfSa/i syn()(/Q honorandaJ tl JonrtOJ imagines 
pingert, vII doan di!ciplintH divinar (/f hllMance 

JaPimlia~ 

Quod ius tum est, et iuste exequen~ 
1:; dum, deiloquus Moyses evidenter 

lege promulgat2• Cum bonum non 
sit bonum, nisi secundum rationem 
efficiatur; bonum ergo profecto et 
valde proficuum est, sanctas et ve-

20 nerabiles iconas pingere, sed et pro~ 

ximos d isciplinas divinae ac hu
manae sapientiae docere: non autem 
bonum est, nec omnino proficllum, 
ab indignis horum aliquid fieri. 

Huius rei' g ratia nequaquam i co~ 
nas operari in sacris templis, sed 
neque in quovis loco docere anathc
matiza tos ab hac san eta et unive r~ 

sali synodo definimus et promul-
30 gamus, usquequo a propria seduc~ 

tione ac mal itia convertantur. Quis
quis ergo post hane dcfinitionem 

z 

T o 'tao:; ayl.«<; xed GE1tTae; dxova o:; 
cl\laO"n}AOU\I xaL 'toue; 1tAl')OlO\l a~8&:~ 

axEt\l Ta [J.a6f,[J.aTIX -ril<; €Id/X<; T£ xo:l 
cl\lOpwn(v'l)e; 001' la <;, A[a\l (N'I)<H1'O ' 
1'0'01' ou xaAOv 8e TOUTO [J.~ napa 
TW\I &.~[wv y L\lEOO/Xt' 'tOOTOU xapw 
/J-'I)8a flw<; dxo'.loupydv £\1 TOro:; LEpOre; 
\laor;; TOUC; &'\laOq.LanG6t-.lTae; €IEcm(~ 

t:O[J.EV, Il~Te !J.~v t\l. 0!4l8~1ta.e: . 61t4l 
o3 ~8&:crXE:lV , [.d:xp~e; av btt.aTpacpwcr~v 

EX -oj<; £o3[ao:; &.mxT"f)O:;. El 'no:; auv Ile:-ra 
-wu'tov -1J!J.wv 'tOV 01'0\1 1tpoo:; t;;wypa~ 

<plX7)'.I o:y[w\I dxo\lw'.l E\I ixXA1)O£~ 
1] o3to3aaxaAlx'YJ'.I au.ou-::; 01twcrouv rca

pa8~~0~TO 1!P~~ tV , d [J.EV XA"l PlX6-::; 
eonv, do:; 'tov lOlov XW8UVEUE-rW [3aO
[J.ov, d ot: AaLx60:;, ci<POPl~€o€lw , xat 
0''te:pda8w . Wv Odw\I !J.UO'T"f)p[WV. 

nos tram ad picturae sanctarum imaginum in eeclesiis aut doctrinae acti~ 

onem quoquo modo eos admiserit, Sl quidcm clericu5 fuerit, proprio 
35 gradu pericl itetur, 5i vero laicus, separetur, et divinqrum mysteriorum 

communione privetur. 

I Cf. Cone. Lat. Rom. (649), e. 20 (Msi 10, 1059-1062). 
: Cf. Dr 16,20. 
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Therefore, to safeguard church order, we anathematize first and foremost the 
above-mentioned Photius for the reason given; next everyone who henceforth 
aCts deceitfully and fraudulently and fal si fi es the word of truth and goes th rough 
[he motions of having false vicars or composes books full of decept ions and 
explains them in favour of his own designs. \'\fi th equal vigour Martin, the most 
ho ly pope of Rome, a valiant contender for the true faith , rejected behaviour of 
this kind by a synodal decree] . 

7 

Those declared amltl;cma by th e holy universa!synod are not 10 paint holy imdgc5 for 
veneration or to teach the discipline> of divirle drld hllmarl wisdom 

Moses, the d ivine spokesman, clearly declares in his law that what is right should 
also be rightly executed2

, since a good act is not good unless it is carried out in 
accordance with reason. So it is indeed good and very advantageous to paint 
holy and venerable images as also to teach others the disciplines of divine and 
human wisdom. But it is not good nor at all profi table for any of these things to 
be done by those who are unwonhy. 

For chis reason we declare and proclain that those declared anathema by th is 
holy and universal synod may not, on any account, work on sacred images in 
holy places of worship nor teach anywhere at all, un til they are conve rted fro m 
their error and wickedness. \'\f hoever, therefore, afte r this directive of ours, 
admits them in any way to pain t sac red images in churches, o r to teach, must be 
removed from office if he is a cleric; if he is a lay person, he must be excommuni
cated and debarred from takin g part in the div ine mysteries. 

1 See Lateran council at Rome (649), canon 20 (Msi 10, 1059-1062). 
2 See Dt 16, 20. 
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VIII 
Qllod fllJn oporltal qlltmtUmqut palriauham 

san#at t l C Ofl1lantinopolitanOrll111 tu/uiae IxiflYe 
rhirograpba a sou rdolali (olalogo ad propria111 

quasi Jlabi/i/allm a/qut Ufurila/em 

H 

Omnia mihi licml, sed lion omnia ex- TH ).6e <p7) f.l1) 'rcx'!:,:; axol'Zi:o:; ~fLW\l , we; ::. 
pediunf! omnia !I1ih; lieml, sed lion om- au [.1.6 \1 0 \1 cdpe:''nxot xo:1. 1't'o::p&.vo [J.o ~ 

nia aediftcanP, dicit ati cubi Paulus 'tijc:; o:ylac; K(ilVa1"a.vTI.VOU l't"OA~TWV €x
magnus apos tolus. Ig itur quoniam XA7jO[a.C; rrp0E:8p£u£w ACq OVTe: C;;, ci:M<x 
omnia ad u tiLi tatem et perfectionem xo:1. 6pa68o~ot rretTpt&.?XO:~ XEtpOypa.
sanctae Dei ecclesiae, et nihil o m- <P0\l 7totdv a.mHTouO"!. ;rpoc; ram'll ]0 
nino per contentionem vel inanem auvtxamO'f.Lov. "ESO~2\1 00'" 'r7i d:y[~ 
g loriam facere debemus ; et quo- TaUT?} xat o txOU(.I.£\lLXn O'U\lOOl{) , (.I.)') " 

niam auditibus nostris fama sonuit, oa(.l.w~ <Xl'tO 't"OU VU\I yL\I£aOaL TOUTO, 

quod non solum haetetid, et ii qui 1tA1')\I -rOU xa.a: -rU1tOV xat O'uv-1)(k: ~av 

sanctae Constantinopalitanorum ec- {mel' T'ii~ elALXPLVOUt; 1t[0'T£(J.)~ ~(.I.WV 15 

clesiae sacerdotium sortiti, sed et a.1tal-roUj-ltvou xa't'lX xatpO\l -rij~ T iJW 

orthodoxi ac legitimi parriarchae a E:1ttcrx01tW\I X£LPO, O\l Ux<;. Et 'nt; 0 0 \1 

sacerdotali catalago propriae manus TOA(.I.-1)O'tt 1tapaAu O'ca ,OU, OV ~fJ.{;)v 

scripta facere ad propriam tutelam, -rO\l 0pov, -rijt; ! o[a~ E:x.1tttc,t,W 'nflYi~. 
favoremque suum et q uasi stabili- 20 

tatem exigam et compellam; visum est sanctae huic et un iversali synodo , 
nequaquam id ex hoc a quopiam fieri, excepto eo quod secundum for
mam et consuetudinem pro sincera fide nostra tempore consecration is 
episcoporum exigitur ; quod cnim aliter fi t, omnino non expedi t, sed 
neque ad aedificationem ecclesiae pertinet. Quisquis ergo ausus fuerit 25 

solvere hanc definitionem nostram, aut expetierit, aut paruerit expetenti
bus, honore prop rio decidat . 

IX 
De IIlbllertendo et solvm.w vincli/O proprii scripli, qtlod Photio tX(ogilalllm 

et exatllUll est ab om"iblll vo/tnJiblls ex/trionm dilCtre lapimtiam 

Variam et diversam malitiam ant iquitus in ecclesia Constantinopoli- 30 

tana infelix operatus est Photius. D idicimus enim, quod et multo ante 
tyrannicum praes idiatum ptopriae manus subscriptionibus muniebat 
adhaerentes sibi clientes, ad discendam sapientiam, quae a Deo stulta 
facta est2, cum manifeste nova esset inventio, et sanctis patribus nostris 
et magistris ecclesiae penitus aliena . 35 

Igitur quoniam amnem colligationem iniquitatis solvere3 , et chirographa 
violentorum contractuum dirumpere praecipiunt , definivit sancta et uni
versalis synod us, neminem ex his o mnibus a nunc tale tenere vel servare 
chi rographum, sed absque quoli bet offendi culo indubitanter et intrepide 
tam docere, quam discere omnes-, qui ad utrumque consistunt idonei, 40 

praeter eos qu i erroris inveniuntur et haereticae impietatis servitu ti redacti; 

: 1 Cor 6, 12 et 10.23. I Cf. 1 Cor 1, 20. 3 Cf. Is 58, 6. 
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8 

No patriarch of the holy chu rch of COllSlantilloplc should. demmui from ~~Iy of his clergy a 
signed pledge to gr.ummtee the secrmty of hIS person or POSItlOll 

The great apos tle Paul says somewhere: ALl things are lawfu~for m e, but n.o~ a{' 
things are helpful; all things are lawfu l f or me, bUl not aLl tiJlngs are b~neflCla/ . 
Therefore , we ought to do everything fo r the advantage and pe rfcctl o~ of the 
holy church of God and nothing at all to promote controversy and valllgiory. 
Since a report has come to o ur ears that not o.nly hcret ics and those who have 
wrongly o btained the pat riarchate of C onstantinople, but al so t?e o rthodox and 
leg i tima~e pat.riarchs, demand ~nd cxtrac~ from th e order o~ pnests g.u ara ntee~, 
written 111 thclr own hands, whIch are deSIgned for the secunty, benefit and, as ~t 
were, pe rmanence of the above persons, it has therefore. seemed good to r~ ls 
holy and universal synod that nobody at all s ~o uld do t~ IS from now on, .wlth 
the exception of what is demanded at the o rne of epIs~opal eons~c ranon s, 
according to rule and custom, in o r~er to witn~ss to the punty o f o.ur faIth ; .eY~ry 
other way of do ing it is completely lIl appro pnate and has no part 10 the bu.Idmg 
up of the chu rch. So whoever d ares to .n~ ll ifr th is di rective of ours, either by 
asking for such a document or b y provldmg It to th ose who ask, shall lose hiS 

own office. 

9 
On the ammlling of the signed contracts that Photills in'IJ~lIt1?d an d demal/ded from all those 

Wdlltillg (Q lellm worldly WISdom 

From the very beginnin g the wretched. Photius ?rought about in the church of 
Constantinople an abundance o f all kmds of wlckcd~ess. We have l e~ rnt that 
even before his tyra nnical period in office he use~ to give d? cuments, SIgned b y 
his own hand, to his fo llowers who were lea riling the Wisdom ~h a t h~s been 
made foo lish by God2, even though thi s sys tem was clearly a new mvennon and 
thoroughl y alien to our holy fathers and doctors o f th~ church. 

Since therefore they direct uS to loose every bond of wtckedness} and to make 
void enforced contracts, the holy and uni versal synod has decl ~red that. nobody , 
from now on, shou ld hold or keep such a contract; but all, without h,mdrance, 
hesitation or fear, may both teach and study if they are competen t for elthert~s k , 
wi th the excep tio n of those who are found to be enslaved to erro r o r herefl cal 

1 1 Cor 6, 12 and 10, 23. 2 Sec 1 Cor 1, 20. J See Is 58, 6. 
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huiusmodi coim certissime et docere c[ discernere interdicimus. Si gu is 
aurem deprehensus fuet it hane definitionem nostram spernens atgue 
praevaricans. si quidem clericus est, a proprio gradu decidat ; laicus vero 
sequestretur, u tpote qu i non credit dominico verbo perhibenti: Quod-

~ C111!Ique ligaveris SIIper ferram) ( ,-it ligatum et in caelis, et quodCflmque solveris 
super ferram) erit sO/ilium et i n caelis l . 

x 
VI anlt di!lin(/aRl t x amiMliontm, it synodicoRl 

iudic(Jliontm nu/btl deri(llf a proprio episcojxJ. 
tIIa epi!coplIJ a proprio mtJrlJpolita, lit! a proprio 

10 palriartho ;e ullo modo stgrtgtl 

Divina manifesto clamante scrip
tura: AfT/e examinationem fTe vi/llpe
ru 2 et intell ige primum, et tunc 
increpa; et nmnquid lex nostra iudicat 

Hi hominem, niJi p rill! audieri/ ab eo, e/ 
cognoverit, quid faciat?3 iuste et con
gruenter et haec sancta et universa
lis synod us deflnit et statu it. quod 
nu llus laicorum, vel monachorum, 

20 aut nullus ex catalogo clericotum, 
ante diligentem examinationem et 
synodicam sententiam a commu
nione se separet proprii patriarchae, 
licet ctiminalem quamlibet causam 

25 eius se nosse praetendat. sed neque 
recuset nomen ips ius referre inter 
d ivina mys teria vel officia. 

Similiter autem episcopos ct pres
byteros. qui in exterioribus civitati-

30 bus ec regionibus sum, erga proprios 
metropolitas affect are mandamus : 
quod ed am ci rca patriarcham suum 
face re metropolitas opotter. Si vetO 
quis adversus hane sancram syn-

35 odllm deprehensus fue ri t age re , si 
quidem episcopus aut clericus est, 

o 

TTj o:;; Odo:.;; &:vClo:plXv8ov ~OW<r7)O:;; ypoc
~7j.;, 'rrpo e~ET&.crEW'; !-l-iJ f.L€f.Lt¥Yl' 2, O~
xcdwo:;; xa.t crUj .. upep6nwo:;; 7) ay[a:; xed 
oi.%OUIL~LXYj O:u'O') OOVOOOt; OpfCEl 
f1.7)O€VIX f1.0VIXXOV 11 AIX'CKOV ~ n vlX 
TOG XO:TIXA6you TW\I XA"fJPlXWV rrpo 
T7jt; &:XPL~OUt; E~ETtia€Wt; xo:t OUV~ 

OOlX~~ &:rrO~tXaEWe; .x1tO T7jt; XOl\lW ~ 
vL'X e; &o:UTOV ti~Op[~€L\I TOG LO[OU 
nO:TpltXPXOU, XIlV £YX).7)~O:TlK6v Tl 
y tvWaX€lV OL<XTdV1)To;l npiiytw:· n<x~ 

p<xnA7JO[we; ok XO:L TOUe; £'01 s~wnxlX~e; 
1tOA€aL KIXL XWpO:le; tTCloX01tOU~ K0:1 
t€pd~ OLO:TLeEa6<Xl 7CpO~ TOUe; totoue; 
~7)Tporco)'h<xe; 6p(t:o~€v , (,J c),l't" €P XlXt 
TOUe; ~7)Tp01tOAh·<xe; 1tpOC; TOV rowv 
1t<x,ptclPX7)V. Et oe Tl~ SV<X\lTl<X 'tfl 
ObWU!1-EVlX'ij TO:OT?] oU\l60<p ~wpo:~ 

Od7) OLo:rcP<XHO!1-€VOe;, d !1-kv btloxo~ 
n oe; tOTLV i) XA7)PLK6~. ExTCl1tT£TW 
1ttto"fJe; teP<XTLX~C; T€ t\l€pyeb:c; x<xt 
Tl!1-'1)e; · d oe !1-0\l cl~WV ~ AO:(XOC;, 
tiq>oplCia6w 1tclO7)C; txXA7)OUXO'LXijC; 
XOLVWV(O:C; x<xt ouv,ti~€WC;, !1-eXPlC; Il\l 
b noTpi4;O:C; 2\1 !1-€TIXVO[q. O€X0'ii. 

ab omni sacerdotal i operatione decidat et i"lo no re; monaci"lus autem aut 
laicus segregetu r ab omni ecc1csiastica communi one atque collegio, quous~ 
que converSllS per poenitentiam recipiatur. 

1 Mt 16, 19. ~ Ecli 11, 7. 3107, 51. 
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\" fs since we st rictl y forbid such persons to teach or to pursue stud ies. if 
b~ '~ne shall be fo und rejecting and transgress ing against this direc,tive, he shall r :e h is rank if he is a cleric; if a lay person, he shall be excommu n , ~ated as on, 
o ho docs not believe the Lord's word wh ich says, Whatever you bmd on e(;r 1 

~all be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be lo ose In 

heaven I . 

10 

No deric shall separate himself in /my way from his bishop, 1I0r a bisJ~o.p f~om hiS;tetropolitall 
or patriarch, before a delililed r71qlliry and <l formal deCISIon tn syno 

. . 2 

As divine sc ripture clearly procla ims, Do not find fault b~fore yolt mvestl?ate , 
and unde rstand fi rst and then find fa~ lt , and does our l~w Judge a person ~atolt 
f'rst iving him a hearing and learmng w hat he does ? . Consequently t IS 0 Y 
J:nd ~niversal synod justl y and fittingly declares and lays d<:,wn t~at ~o lay 

erson o r monk or cler ic should separate himself ~rom communl?n With hiS own 
Patriarch before a carehll enquiry and judgment III synod, even ,f he allegrs that 
he knows of some crime perpetra~ed by hi~ ~ at r i arch , a!,1d he mu~t not rc use to 

include his patriarch's name du nng the d!vll1e mysten,cs or offices. , d' 
In the same way we command that bishops and pnes,ts who arc 111 ',stant 

dioceses and regions should behave similarly towards theIr. own mctro?ol~ans f 
and metropoli tans should do the same with regard ~o the ir own patna rc s. I 
an one shall be found defying this ho ly synod , I~e I,S to be debarrcd from all 
prrestly functions and status if he is a bishop or cler,lc; ,f a monk or lay per~fh' h,e 
must be excluded from all communion and mectll1gs of the church unt! e IS 

converted by repentance and reconciled. 

1 Mt 16, \ 9, 2 Eclill .7, J Jn7,51. 
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Xl 
QNod oporltl analmmatitare ()mntm qui impie a& 

lonif unJibN! habere hominem dum animal 
Op;IIotur 

Veteri et novo testamento unam 
animam rationabilcm et intellectua
lem habere hominem docente et 
o mnibus dei loquis patribus ct ~a
g istris ecclesiae eamdem opinionem 
asscverantibus, in tantum impie
tati s quidem, ma lorum invcntioni
bus dantes opcram, devenerunt, ut 
duas cum habere animas impuden
ter dogmatizare, et quibusdam irra
tionalibus conatibus per sapientiam, 
quae srulta facta est!, propriam hae
resim confirmare perrem ent. 

Itaque sancta haec et universa lis 
synod us, vel ut i quoddam pess imum 
zizanium, nunc germinantem ne· 

I 

T1j.; 1tOCAo:~a:.; -:-s xed xcuv'ij.; 8u.(O~xYJ'; 
!J.tOC\l i.\JuX~\I Aoytxfrv -rs xed v.oe:pct.v 5 
8L8lXctXoua"t)O; ItXELV TOV &'vOpulTtOV 

xat 1't'clV'!WV '!wv Oe"t)y6pwv 1't'a'tepwv 

xal 8L8aaxclAwv -rij c; €xxA"t)aLac; ~v 
au~v M~lXv xa-rql.TcE8ouVTWV, daL 
-nvec; o[ Mo l{Iuxac; t:XEW aUTov 8o~ to 

~cl~ovTec; xat TlaLV aauAAoyLO'TOLC; 

E1tLxeLp1jf.LaO'L ~v £8L<xv XPIX..,JVOUO'lV 
aXpeO'lv· ~ TO[VUV &:y[a: x <X( OlxOuf.Le· 

VlX~ <x{hy) auvo8oe; ,"oue; n;c; TOL<XU· 
T"t) o; &O'e~d<xc; yew1jTopac;, xed TOUo; Hi 

01l0<PPovouvTac; au.o!:o; avaeell<XT£~eL 
Ile:yCtAO<pW\lWe;· d 8£ 'n e; Ta E\lCt\lTLCt 

TOU AOl1tOU .oAf.L1jaet A£yelv, ciwi· 
OqJ.Ct eaTW. 

quam opinionem, evellere fest inans; 20 

imo v~ro lIenti/abrum in mal1u2 vcritatis pa rtans, et igni inextinguibili 
transmlttere omncm paleam, et aream Christi mundam exhibere3 

volens, talis impietatis inventores ct patratores, et his similia sentientes, 
magna voce ana thematizat, et deflnit, atque promulgat, neminem prorsus 
habere, vel se rva re quoquo modo statuta huius impietatis auctorum. 5i 25 

autem quis .contraria ge rete praesurnpserit huic sanctae et magnac synodo, 
anathema Sit, et a fide arque cultura ch ristiano rum alienus. 

X I! 
D e non ruipiendiJ 1(/10 modo elutionibus epiuoporl(m JXr principale luffragium 

et potmtiam factil 

Apostolicis et synod.icis canonibus, prornotiones et consecrationes epi- 30 

S~opo~um et potentia ct praeceptione principum fac tas penitus inter
dlCentlbus,. con~orda~tes definimus et senten tiam nos quoque profed
m~s, ut ~ I ~U I~ e.plscopus per versutiam vel tyrannidem principum 
hu,usmod,. d lgnltaos consecrationem susceperi t, deponatur omnimodis, 
utpate qUI non ex. valuntate Dei, et t itu ac d~cre[Q ecdesiastico, sed :l:> 

ex vol un ta te carnalts sensus ex hominibus et per homines D ei donum 
possidere voluit vel consens it. 

1 Cf. 1 Cor 1, 20. 2 Mt 3, 12; Lc 3, 17. 3 Cf. Mt 3, 12; Lc 3, 17. 
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11 

It is lIecewuy to declare Iwatbema cvcryolle who irrellgiollsly mId setl5ciessly haMs that a 
humall being hlH two souls 

Though the old and new Testament teach that a man o r woman has one rational 
and inte llectual soul, and all the fathers and doctors of the church, who are 
spokesmen of God, express the same opinion, some have descended to such a 
depth of ir religion, through paying attention to the speculations of evil people, 
that they shamelessly teach as a dogma that a human being has two souls, and 
keep try ing (Q prove their he resy by irrational means usi ng a wisdom that has 
been made foolishness1

• 

Therefore this holy and unive rsal synod is hastening to uproot this wicked 
theory now growing like some loathsome form of weed . Carrying in its hand t.he 
wimlOwing fork 2 of tru th, with the intention of consigning all the chaff to 
inex tinguishable fire, and making clean the threshin g floo r of Chrise, in ringing 
toneS it declares anathema the inventors and perpetrators of such impiety and all 
those holding similar views; it also declares and promulagates that nobody at all 
should hold o r preserve in any way the written teaching of the authors of th is 
impie ty. If however anyone presumes to act in a way contra ry to th is ho ly and 
great synod, let him be anlhema and an outcast from the fai th and way of life of 
Christians. 

12 

Eleerions of bishops are on no {ICCOIWI to be recognized whell th ey have been carried throllgh by 
mellllS of the jll'tJollr {md power of the sI:ClIllIr lutthorities 

The apostolic and conciliar canons clearl y forbid the nominat ion and consecra
tion of bishops which have come about as a result of the power and intrigues of 
the civil amhorities. T herefore we declare and proclaim, in full agreement with 
them, that if any bishop has received h is consecration (hrough the manipuhnion 
and constraint of such persons, he should be deposed absolutely as one who has 
desired and consented to have the gift of God not from the will of God and 
eccles iastical law and decree, but from human beings and through their 
mach inations as a resul t of the prompting of carnal desi re. 

I Sec 1 Cor 1,20. 1 Mt 3, 12 ; Lk 3, 17. 3 See Mt 3,12; Lk 3, 17. 
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XIII 
Quad ojX)rteat in magtuJ uduia, in minor; gradu (oM/j/NtO! ad maiofu honora opperllmt 

toni/mUTt; sed non 10/ qui jorif /unl inltr illos admilli, std fIlt 101 in eadem luluia ((",,,lImerari 
aul ftmJli/lli, qlli pr()(lIranl,!t1l Jilm/lir pr{)(Utia, vtl JtJtflliarium domos 

Quoniam quidem dicit alicubi divinum eloquium: Dignus ul OperariUf 
5 mercede sua l ; huius rei gratia et nos decernimus. et promulgamus, ut 

magnae ecclesiae clerici. qui in subiectis ordinibus morati sunt, ad 
maiores gradus ascendant, et, si d igni c1aruerint, melioribus perfeui 
mereantur honoribus, cum aliqui corum, qui in ipsis sunt, aut per 
incrementum ad superiora ministeria advocati fuerint, aut per com-

10 munem naturae terminum dormiemes defuerint; sed non ex ill is, qui 
foris sunt, aliqui se his innectentes, debitas eis, qui multo tempore la
boraverunt, dignitates vel honores recipiant; ac per hoc inveniantur 
ecclesiae clerici nullo modo proficere. 

Nullatenus autem habeant potestatem, qui principum domorum seu 
15 suburbanarum rerum curam gesserint. inter clerum magnae ecclesiae 

colligi. vel constitui: IIl!m() quipPI! De() rnililans saeculi l1eg()liis irnplicalur2. 
Si veto qu is praeter defini tionem quam nunc protu limus ptomotus fueri t 
in quocumque magnae ecclesiae gradu, reprobetur amnimodis ab omni 
ecclesiastico gradu, tamquam qui contra magnam synodum provectus 

20 exstitetit. 

XIV 
Qllod oporual (OJ, qui per divinam gratiam ad 

tpircopale officillm conv()canlllr, omnem 
nl~ren(iam (( iwnorem mereri ab iir qui per 

Itmpora aliI Itrattgatlll minil/erium 10r';lInlllr, 
25 aul aliler prinripari tlidmJur 

Eas qui a divina gratia ad episcopale 
advocantur officium, tamquam ima
ginem et figuram feremes sancto
rum caelestium hierarchiarum, id est 

30 angelorum, secundum hietarchicum 
plane gradum et matern, omni ho
narc dignos ab omnibus principibus 
et subditis sancimus haheri. 

Et nequaquam strategis, vel qui-
35 bus Ii bet aliis principibus obvios 

procul ab ecclesiis suis occurrere, 
sed neque semet a multo spatio de 
equis vel mulis eiicere, aut cum 
timore ac tremore procidere ac 

40 ado rate ; sed nee cum saeculatibus 
principibus ad mensam intrare hora 
prandii, eosdem quos illi honores 

I Lc,107. !2 Tm2,4. 

IA 

T out:; U1':O -njt:; OdCt:<:; X&:ptTOt:; dc; TI)'V 
imaxomx1J'V 1':pOXA1)e€'V"C'Ct:t:; 3~Ct:xo

'VlCt:'V, we; dx6'V(X xat nmo'V qJ€P0'VTCt:C; 
" W'V «Y(6)V XlXt oupav(6)v (EplXpX~WV. 
1':act1)" "~!J.'l)t:; &:~muaelX~ 1':lXpa: mb
.. 6).... 'tW'V &:h6'VT(i)'V xCt: t &:PX0!J.€V(i)'V 
OEa1tL~Ofllt'V. xat fl1)3a !J.we; 1] mpa
'niyort:; 1j 'Haw Ci).)..o~t:; &pXOum. 1fPOU-
7taV't"a.'V itoppwOe'V .. w'V t3tw'V hXAl)aL
w'V. !J.1j't1t TWV L1':1':W'V Tj ~!J. L6'V 6)'V eau
TOUt:; &:1':0PPL1':TOU\lTae:; auv q;6~<:> xed 
.. p6!J.<:> 1':pOa1':LrtTEL'V XlXt 1':pooxu'VeL'V' 
d at TlC; hdaxorroc; !LItTa: TO'V opov 
-nj" «Y(IXt; au'V6Sou TIj" Oq>ElAO!J.€V1)c; 
IXU't<9 xIXTa<ppov1jao~ "~!J.1jo; XlXt xa'tlX
o€~ol't'6 T~ 1': o6iaCt: ~ 1':Ct:pa: Ta: VVV w
p~afl€'Va:, &:<pop~ae~'tw i 1':L t'V LCt:UT()\l 
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13 

In the great dmrch [of COIIStantinople}, those [clerics} in a lowerordcr should have the 
opportllnity to seek higher dignitin; bllt those from olltside shoilid 1101 he admitted among 
rhem, and (hme who hllve resp01l5ihility for the malltlgemerlt of the eS(lileS or hOllst's of lay 

people should not be accepted or induaed imo this grellt church 

The divine word says, The w orker is worthy of his payl. For this reason we roo 
dec ree and proclaim that the clerics of the grcat church [of Constantinople]. who 
have served in the lower o rders, may rise to rhe higher grades and. if they have 
shown themselves worthy, may deservedly enjoy higher dignities, since some of 
those who now enjoy them either will be called through promotion ro more 
important duties or wi ll vacate them by dying. But those who do not belong to 

this particular clergy and yet insinuate themselves into it, must not receive the 
dign ities and honours due to those who have laboured in it a long time, fo r in 
that cas~ the clerics of the church [of Constantinople] would be foun d to havc no 
promotiOn. 

Those who manage the houses or estates of leading persons must by no means 
have the possibility of being admitted or inducted into the clergy of the grea t 
church [of Constantinople]: No soldier on service for God gets entangled in 
civilian purslfits2• If indeed anyone, contrary to the directive we have now 
issued, is promoted to any digni ty whatsoever in th is great church. he must be 
excluded from all ecclesiastical dignity as one who has been promoted contrary 
to the decision of the great synod. 

14 

It is necessary thllt those who through divine grace tlre called to the office of bishops, should 
rightfuiiy receIve llil reverence lind honollY from those who, flt the rime, hold the office of 

s meral or are otherwise regllrded as occlfpying a high post 

We declare that those who are called by divine grace to the office of bishop, since 
they bear the image and likeness of the holy hierarchies in heaven. that is of the 
angels, in accordance with what is clearl y an hierarchical dignity and function, 
should be held as worthy of all honour on the part of everyone, rulers and ruled 
alike. 

We also declare that they must nOt go to mect a general or any other hi gh 
official a long way from their chu rches, nor should they dismount fro m their 
horses or mu les a long way off or bow down in fea r and trembling and prostra te 
themselves; nor should they go to tab le for dinner with secu lar dignitaries and 

I lk 10,7. 2 2 Tm2,4. 
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strategis exhibentes, sed secundum 
congruentiam spiritalis dignitatis, 
ac hono ris sui, redclere q uidem om
ni bus debi ta, C1Ii tJecljga/~ vectigal, wi 

Eva: xcxl b a.pxwv exd'JOC; 
hEcn f.LY) xcx:'t'o:~~wOn .-iic; 
\j.Iewc; TWV aYlCXGjJ.a.TWV . 

btl SUo 
fLE't"IXA7j. 

bonore"" boltorem 1 : prnefcrri autem et muham a principibus amlcorum r. 

Christi impcratorum venerationem, et reverentiam promcreri confesso-
res corum, et honoris simil is exsistentes; ita ut fi d uciam habeant cpiscopi 
arguere strategos multoties, et alios principes, atque omnem sacculi 
dign itatem. cum iniustum et irrationabilc agere quid iU os invencrint, et 
per hoc corrigere et reddere meliores. 

5i vero aliquis episcopus, post deflnitionem sanctam synodi, debitum 
et canon ice coHatum sibi contempserit honorem, et quid secundum 
veterem et inhumanam ac inordinatam consuetudinem, praeter quae nunc 
dennita sunt, fieri permiserit, sequestretur anno uno, et princeps ille 
duobus ~nnis non mereatur percipere mysteriorum nee sanctificationum la 

eommuOlonem. 

xv 
Q u(}d n(}n oporleal alienaTe dmelia, wI ptr emphyleHlim sa/aria ur/tJiarllm Iribuue 

Apostolicos et paternos canones reno vans sancta haec uni versalis synod us, 
dennivit neminem prorsus episcopum vendere vel utcumque ali enare 
cimelia et vasa sacrata, excepta causa olim ab antiquis canoni bus ordinata, 20 

videlicet quae accip iuntur in redemptionem captivorum; sed nee t radere 
sala tia eccles iarum in emphyteut ica pacta, nee ali as ruscicas possess iones 
venumdare, ac per hoe eedesiasticos redi tus laedere, quod ad propr iam 
ut ili tatem ct o b eseam pauperum et pcregrinorum sustcnrationem esse 
decernimus : omnem vera ecdesiasticarum rerum potestatem habentem 2~ 
et has meliorare, ac dilatare prout oportuerit ecclesiastica loca, per quae 
reditus l1unt; et insuper propriarum rerum disposit ionem, distribuere ac 
committere seu conferre quibuscumque volueri t et iudicaverit iuxta pro
priam potestatem ac dominatum. 

Quisquis autem apparuerit post hanc definitionem nostram contrarium 30 

quid huie sanctae et universa li synodo agere, dcponatllr ut praevaricator 
divinarum legum et praeceptorum, cassata videlicet o mnino quae facta 
est in scriptis vel sine scriptis ab episcopo venditione, vel emphyteutica 
traditione, vel alia quavis alienatione, cimel iorum sc ilicet et sa lariorum 
locorurn. Qui vero emerit aut perceperit aliqu id ex pracdictis cimeliis 35 

vel salariis, er non restirueri r ecelesiae iterum, quae cccIes iae sunt, vel 
non rcddiderit ad incidendam chartam vendit ionis vel emphyteuseos, 
sit anathema usquedum fecerit quod ab hae sancta et universali synodo 
confirmatum es t. 

5i autem episcopus convictus fueri t construxissc monastcrium de 40 

reditibus ecelesiasticis, tradat ipsum eidem eccles iae monas tcrium, si vero 
de propri is rebus, au t de ali is quibusdam convent ionibus, habeat id sc-

I Rm 13,7. 
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hoW the same hono urs as they do to generals, b ut according to what is in 
teeping with their own spiritua l dignity and honour, they should render t? 
everyone his due : Tribute to whom tribute is due; honour to hom honoltr 15 

duel. They must show that the confessors of the empero rs, who are fr iends of 
Chris t, and those who have the same digni ty, deserve great respect from the 
lead ing persons o f those emperors. T hus the bishop will have the co ur.a~e to 
reprimand generals and other leading officials and all Other secular au~hon.t1es as 
often as he finds them do ing something unj ust or unreasonab le, and 111 thIS way 
to correct them and make rhem better. 

But if some bishop, after the holy di rective of th is council, shall ignore the 
honour duly and canonically bestowed on him, and permits something to 
happen according to the old, debased and disordered custom which is cont:a:-y 
to what has now been declared, he must be suspended for a year and the offlclal 
involved is to be considered unworthy to take part in the mysteries or the means 
of grace for twO years. 

15 

Preciolls objects must not bl' sold and endowments of chllrches mllst not be let/sed by 
emphytl'lIsis 

This holy and universal synod, in renewing the canons of the apostles .and 
fathers, has decreed that no bishop may scll or in any way dispose of precIous 
objects or consecrated vessels except for the reason laid down long ago by the 
ancient canons, tha t is to say, o bjects received for the redemption.of captives. 
They must not hand ovcr endowments o f churches by e':lp h yte ut l ~ lc~ses nor 
put on sa le o ther agricultural properties, thereby damagmg eccleSiasti cal rev
enues. We dec ree [hat such revenues are for chu rch purposes, the feedi ng of the 
poor and the assistance of pi lgrims. H owever, bi s h~ps .have full p.owers. to 
improve and enlarge , as opportunity offers, the ecclesl3stlcal propernes which 
produce these revenues. Moreover, they have the right to apportion or bcst~w 
th ei r own property on whomsoever they wish and choose, in accordance With 
their own powers and rights of ownership . . 

Now that thi s decree has been made, whoever appears to have acted m a way 
contrary to this holy and universal synod, muSt ~e deposed on the groUl.lds of 
violating divine law and precepts. Any sale whlch . was ma.de by the bishop, 
either in writing or otherwise, must be ~ade entl re~y VOid,. as well as any 
emphyteutic lease o r any other act dispOSIng of pre~lou s obJe~ts or ~ndow
ments. \X1hoever buys or acquires any of the aforementioned precIous objects or 
endowments and docs not restore to the church what belongs to it and docs not 
hand over for burn ing the bi lls of sale or leases, is anathema until he does what 
has been determined by this ho ly and universa l synod. 

If a b ishop is found guilty of having bui lt a monas tery with the revenues of a 
church, he must hand over the monas tery to the same church. But if he built it 

I Rm 13, 7. 
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cundum propriam potestatem et voluntatem omni vita sua; et post finem 
vitae dimittat et confetat hoc quibuscumque voluerit, non tamen saccu
late diversorium fiat . 

XVI 
De non IIlmdiJ pm/Ills adinJ'rnlionibNI od txhonoranliam santli sQrerdoJii. 

Imperator !ltTD lIrl princeps, si lalia fut, il, I'ftiarguolllr, tI stpartillr: Ii olllem non potnillferil, 
eliom QnollxmoJj~eJl/r 

Magnis ululatibus et multis lacrimis d ignum OpUS a multis fidelibus ad 
nostros pervenit auditus: aiunt coim fuissc quosdam laicos, sub eo qui 
nupet imperavit, in orcline senarorio, qui secundum diversam impera-

10 to riam dignitatem videbantur capillorum cornam circumplexam involvere 
atgue rcponere, et gradum quasi sacerdotalem per quaedam indusia et 
vestimenta sacerdotalia sumere, et, ut putabatur, episcopos constituerc, 
superhumcralibus, id est palliis, circumamictos, et omnem aliam ponti
ficalem indutos stolam; qui etiam proprium patriarcham adscribentcs eum 

15 qui in adinventionibus risum moventibus praelatus et princeps erat, et 
insultabant, et iHudebant quibusque divinis, modo quidem e1ectiones, 
promotiones et consecrationes, modo autem acute caiumnias, damnationes 
et depositiones episcoporum. quasi ab invicem et per invicem miserabiliter 
et praevaricatorie agentes et patientes. 

20 Tal is au tem actio nee apud gentes a saeculo un quam audita est, ita 
ut peiores et miserabiliores infidelibus nationibus exhibea t et demonstret 
hos quos nunc manifestos effecimus: qua de re sancta et universalis syn
odus definivit et promulgavit, illos quidem mal itiae nixus omnino ut 
scelestos abominari. neminem autem fideli um qui christiana censentur 

2:> appellatione deinceps conari talc quid faciendi vel admittendi, aut silentio 
tegendi quemquam eorum qui huiusmodi operantur impietatern. 5i veto 
quispiam imperator, vel potentum, aut magnatum, taliter illudere div inis, 
et talem ac tanram iniuriam impie in divinum sacerdotiurn facere vel 
admittere tentaverit, primo quidem arguatur a patriarcha iHius rcmporis, 

30 et episcopis qui cum ipso fuerint, et segregetur, ct indignus divinis my
steriis iudicetur; deinde vero accipiat quosdam alios in duram obscrvan
tiam labores, et poenas quae visae fueriot: et nisi celeriter se poeniteat, 
etiam anathema sit ab hac sancta et universali synodo, tamquam qui 
sincerae et immaculatae fidei mysterium dchonestaverit. 

35 5i vero, presumeotibus quibusdam huiusmodi nefas operari, patriarcha 
Constantinopolitanus, et suffraganei cius episcopi, quod factum fuerir 
cognoscemes, neglexerint debitum adversus eos ostendere zelum, depo
nantur, et a proprio sacerdotio ac honore pellantur: qui au tem. quoquo 
modo huiusmodi ministraverunt vel min istratur i suot irnpiiss imae actioni, 

40 ct min ime confess i acceperint conveniens epit imium, definivimus per 
triennium sequestratos esse, anna quidem uno extra ecclesiam Acmes, 
alio vero anno intra ecclesiam stare usque ad catechumenos; porro tertia, 
consiste re cum fi del ibus, et ita dignos fie ri mysteriorum sanctifica
tionibus. 
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from his own money or other sources, he may have it for hi~ whole li~c under his 
own jurisd ict ion and direction; he may also bequeath It after h iS death ro 
whomsoever hc wishes, but it may not be used as a secular dwelling. 

16 

Spedacies which aim at i~1SIdting the hoI;: priesthood mllst 1I0t b.e penm:tte({. If the emperor or tl 
ruler arTl/llges sllCh II thmg, he must be Judged and excommulllcated; if he does 1101 repent, he 

ImlSt be declared allathema 

A matter which merits great sorrow, even many tears, has come to our ears from 
many of the fa ithful. They say that under the previolls empero r some laymen of 
the senatorial order were seen to plait their hair and arrange it on their heads, and 
to adopt:t kind of pr ies tly dignity in accordance with their different ranks at the 
emperor's court. They did this by wearing various ornaments :tnd articles of 
clothing which arc proper to priests and, as it was thought, made themselves out 
to be bishops by we:t ring a pall ium over their shoulders and every other piece of 
episcopal dress. They also adopted as their patriarch the one who rook the 
leading role in these buffooneries. They insulted ~nd made a mocke: y of a 
variety of holy things, such as elections, promotions and consecrations of 
bishops, or by bringing up subtle but false accusations against bishops, and 
condemning and deposing them, switching in turn from distress to co ll usion as 
prosecutors and defendants. . . 

Such a way of behaving has never been heard of since time began, even among 
the pagans. I t shows that those we have now brought [Q light are in a worse and 
more wretched State than the pagan nations. The sacred and unive rsal synod, 
therefore, has declared and promulgated tha t these attempts to do ev il must be 
condemned as cr imes, and no member of the faithfu l who bears the name of 
Christian should hencefonh attempt to do or to lerate such a th ing, or to protect 
by silence anyone who has committed such an impious act. If an~ emperor or 
any powerful o r influent ial person should attempt to mock ho ly things 111 such a 
way, or with ev il intent to carry out or permit sti ch a great wrong to be done 
against the divine priesthood, he must first be condemned by the patriarch of the 
time, acting with his fellow bishops, and be excommunicated and ~eclared 
unworthy to share in the divine mysteries, and then he must accept certam other 
corrective practices and penances which are judged appropriate. Unless he 
repents quick ly, he must be declared anathema by this holy and universal synod 
as one who has dishonoured the mystery of the pure and spotless faith. 

However, if the patria rch of Constantinople and his suffragan bishops come 
to know of any others who havecommined crimes of this kind and neglect to act 
against them with the necessary zeal, they must be deposed and debarred from 
the dignity of their priesthood. T hose who in any way have shown, or shall 
show in furure, Sti ch impious conduct and have not confessed it in any way and 
received the appropriate penance, are declared excommunica te by this synod for 
th ree years; during the first year they must remain outside the church as public 
penitents, during the second year they may stand inside the ch urch among the 
ranks of the ca techumens, dur ing the third year they may join the fai thful and 
thus become worthy of the sanctifying effects of the holy myster ies. 



179 Cone-ilium ConstantinQPolitaullm I V - 869- 870 

XVII 
De potu/ale palriarchartUII, rt metropolilalloTNm ad tOJ adt'el1lu 

Sancta et uni versalis Nicaena pri ma synodus antiquam consuetudincm 
iubec servari per Aegyptum, et provincias quae sub ipsa sunt, ita ut horum 
omnium Alexandrinus cp iscopus habeat potestatem, diecns : .,Quia et 
in Ro manorum civitate hu iusmod i mos praeval uit."l Qua pro causa Ct & 

haec magna et sancta synodus tam in seniori et nova Ro ma, quam in secle 
An tiochiae ac Hierosolymorum, priscam consuetudinem decernit in 
o mnibus co nservari, ita ut carum praesules uni versorum mct(opolita
norum. q u i ab ipsis pro moventu r, et s ive per manus im pos itionem, 
sive per paUii darioncm, episcopal is dignitatis firmi tatcm aeeipiunr, 10 

habeant potestatem: videlicet ad convocandum eos, urgente necessitate, 
ad synodalem conveo tum, vel etiam ad cocrcendum iUos et corrigendum, 
cum fa ma eos super qu ibusdam deJinis forsitan accu!'averit. 

Sed quoniam sunt quidam metropolitanorum, qui ne secund um voea
tionem apostolici praesulis occurrant a mundi principibus sc detineri sine u 
ratione causantur, placuit talem excusationem omnimodis esse invalidam. 
Cum coim princeps pro suis causis conventus frequenter agat, impium 
est ut summos pracsules ad synodos pro ecclesiasticis negotii s celebran
dum impediant, vel quosdam a conci liis corum prohibeant, licet tale 
impedimentum et fictam prohibitionem metropolitanorum suggestione 2CJ 

diveesis modis fieri didicerimus. 
Consueverunt autem metropolitani bis in anna synodos facere. ideoque. 

sicut dicunt, ad patriarchale penitus non posse concurrere caput. Sed 
sanna haec e:t universalis synodus. nee concilia quae a mctropolitanis 
fiunt interdicens, multo magis ilia ·novit rationabiliora esse ac utiliora 2& 

metropolitanorum conciliis quae a patriarchali sede congrcgantur; ct 
idcirco haec fie ri exig it: a metropolita quippe unius quidem provinciae 
dispositio efficitur. a pat riarcha vero saepe totius causa dioeceseos dispen
satur ac per hoc communis utilitas providetur, propter quod et speciale 
lucrum propter genera Ie bonum postponi convenit, cum a maioribus 30 

super haec facta fueri t advocatio . Quamvis apud q uosdam metropolita
norum antiqua consuetudo er canonica traditio per contemptum ipsorum 
postposita vidcantur, non currentibus eis ad communem profcctum, quos 
leges ecclesiac severe condemnan tes, omni excusatione remota, subiacere 
vocationibus proprii patriarchae, 35 

sive cum communiter, sive cum 
sigillatim factae fuerim. exigunt . 

1l1ud autem tamquam perosum 
qu iddam ab auribus nostris repuli 
mus, quod a quibusdam imperitis 
dicitur, non posse synodum absque 
principali praesentia celebrari: cum 
nusquam sacr i canones con venire 

I Co ne. Nie. J e. 6 (v . supra pp. 8-9) 

IE 

' H AD.:v dt; "TtXt; 1)fJ.WV &:XOtI'O TO fJ.1J 
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17 

On the authority of patriarchs and the official v isits of metropolittl1ls to them 

The fi rst, holy and universal synod of Nicaca ordc.rs that d~e ancient custom 
should be preserved thl? ughout Egypt and th: provtn~es s~bJect to h~~·, sO that 
he bishop of Alexandria has them all under hIS authonty; It declares, Because 
~uch a custom has prevailed in the city orRome" .1 Therefor~ thi s great and holy 
synod decrees that in old and new Ro~e and t1?e sees of Antlo~h and Jerusalem, 
{he ancient custom must be prescrv~d III all thmgs, so that their prelat.cs s~ould 
have authority over all (he met ro po litans whom they promote or confI rm JI1 the 
episcopal di gnity, either through the imposition o f han~s or the bestow~ l of the 
pallium; that is to say, the author.ity to summon them , m case of necesSIty, to a 
meeting in synod or evcn to repnmand and correct them, when a report about 
some wrongdoing leads (Q an accusa tion. 

But since some metropolitans give as an excuse fo r not respond ing to the 
summons of their apostolic prela te that they are detained by their temporal 
ru lers, it has been decided that such an excuse will be utterly inval id . par since a 
ruler frequentl y ho lds meetings fo r his own purposes, it is in (?l e ~able th~ t he 
should prevent leadin g prelates fro m going to synods fo r eccleSiastICal bUSiness 
or hold some back from their meetings. We have learn t, however, that such an 
obstacle and all eged refusal o f permiss ion can come about in va rious ways at the 
suggestion of the met ropolitan. . . 

Metropolitans have had the custom of holding synods tWice a year and 
therefore, they say, they can not possibly come to the chief one, that of. the 
patria rch. But th is holy and unive rsal sy nod , without forb idding the mect lllgs 
held by the metropolitans, is conscious that the synods summoncd by the 
patriarchal see arc 1110re necessary and profi table than the metropolitan ones, 
and so demands that they take place. A metropolitan synod affects the good 
order of o nly one province; a patria rchal synod often aff~cts th~ good o rder ?f .a 
whole civil diocese, and in this way the common good IS prOVIded for. So It IS 
fitti ng that the common good take prior ity over a parti cular one, especially 
when the summons to meet has been issued by those of greater aUlhomy. The 
fac t is that ce rtain metropoli tans seem to regard with contempt the ancient 
CUstom and canonical tradition, by their not meetin g togeth er for the common 
good. Therefore the laws of the church demand, with severe penalties and 
leaving no loop-hole, tha t they compl y with the summons o f their patriarchs 
whethe r they are summoned as a body or individually .. 

We refuse to listen to the offensive clai m made by some Ignorant people that a 
synod cannOt be he ld in the absence of the civil authorities. The reason for this is 
that the sacred canons have neve r presc ribed the presence of secular rulers at 

I Counc il of Nicaca I, cano n 6 (see above pp. 8- 9). 



180 COllcilium Constdntinopo/irdllllm IV - 869- 870 

saeculares principes In conciliis 1ttO'xorrouc; ' 8€lev oUBi, 7tA-1)V TW\I 
sanxerint, sed solos antis(itcs. Uncle ob(OUIL£VLXWV auv68w'J, T1jv Tt"cr.pou
nee interfuisse ill os synodis, excep- alcr.v (xUl'WV yeyevYJ!J.tvYj\l £u p((J",(o

tis conciliis universalibus, joveni- [L£V' QUaE yap Oe[J.LT6\1 EO"n yt\l£oeCll 
:; mus: neque coim fas est saccularcs ee:<x't'O:'; 'TOU'; XOCf/lLXOUC; &'PXOV TCXC; 't"W\I 

principes spectatores fieri rerum ·C'Or.; te:pe:tl<H 'rou €leo\) crU[L~CU\l6VTW\l 

quae sacerdotibus Dei nonnunquam rrpa.YfL&:rc.,)\I . 
evt:niunt. 

Quisquis ergo metropolitanorum proprium patriarcham contempserit, 
l O et vocationi eius, quae sive ad unum solum, sive ad piurcs. sive ad omnes 

sit, absque val idissima aegrotatione vel paganorum incursu, non obedierit, 
et per totos duos menses post notitiam vocationis. ad proprium venire 
patriarcham mini me fes tinaverit, vel si quocumque modo latitare, aut non 
cognoscere nuntium ab ilIo missum tentaverit, segregetur: si vero intra 

u unum annum earndem contumaciam et inobedientiam dernonstraverit, 
deponatur omnibus modis, et ab ornni sacerdotali operatione decidat, 
atque a dignitate et honore, qui metropol itanis convenit, propellatur. 
Is autem, qui huic definitioni non obedierit etiam, et a. s. 

XVIII 
Qllod fIOn oporltaJ tultsiarNIII res af prilliltgia violart Jell dtddere 

20 Placuit huic sanctae et magnae synodo ut res vel privilegia, quae Dei 
ecclesiis ex longa consuetudine pertinent, et sive a divae recordation is 
imperatoribus, sive ab aliis Dei cultoribus in scriptis vel sine scriptis 
donata, et ab eis per annos triginta possessa sunt, nequaquarn a potestate 
praesulis earum ql:\aecurnque persona saecularis per potestatem subtrahat, 

25 aut per argumenta quaelibet auferat, sed sint omnia in potestate ac usu 
praesulis ecclesiae, quaecumque intra triginta spatium annorum ab eccle
siis possessa fuisse noscuntur. Quisqu is ergo saecularium contra praesen
tern definitionem egerit, tamquam sacri legus iudicetur, et donee se cor
rexerit, et eccles iae propria privilegia, seu res restituerit et reservaverit, 

30 a. s. 

XIX 
QutJd nOlI OjJI'JrJeal anhiepisctJjJl'Jl aut metrojJI'Jlilallub tJblenlu quali lIilitalioni; 

profidld ad alial eu/uial, et IItbia/ollibi epiHOjJI'Jl pir avaritiam damnil affiure vel gravare 

A varitiam utpote secundam idolatriam Paulus magnus execratu r aposto
lus1, cunctos videlicet qui christiano vocabulo censentur ab ornni turpi 

35 lucro abstinere volens; multo magis ergo iis qui sacerdotio et fungantur 
nefas est coepiscopos et suffraganeos suos per querncumque rnodum 
gravare. 

Huius rei gratia definivit sancta haec et universalis synod us, null urn 
archiepiscoporurn, aut metropolitanorum, telinquere propriam ecclesiam, 

I Cf. 1 Cor 5, 10. 
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synods but only the presence of bishops. H ence we find tha t they have nOt been 
present at synods btl[ o nly at unive rsal councils. Furthermore, it is nor right that 
secular rulers should be observe rs of matters that sometimes come before the 
priests of God. 

Therefore, if any metropolitan ignores his patriarch and disobeys his sum
mons, whether addressed to him alone or to severa! or to all, unless prevented by 
a genuine illness or a pagan invas ion, and for two whole months after notice of 
the summons makes no attempt to vis it his patriarch, or if he hides in some way 
or pretends he has no knowledge of the patriarch's summons, he muSt be 
excommunicated. If he shows the same stubborn ness and disobedience for a 
yea r, he must be uncond it ionally deposed and suspended fro m all sacerdota l 
functions and excluded from [he d igni ty and honour that belong to metropoli 
tans. If any metropolitan disobeys even this directive, let him be anathema. 

18 

The goods and privileges of the church should not be violtlred or suppressed 

This holy and great synod has decided that the goods or priv ileges which belong 
to the churches of God as a result of long enduring CUStOm and have been 
granted, whether in writing or nOt, by emperors of revered memory or by other 
religious people and possessed by the churches fo r thirty years, must in no way 
be removed by fo rce on the part of any secular person, or taken away by him on 
any pretext whatsoever, fro m the jurisdiction of the prelate who has them. 
Whateve r is known to have been possessed by the churches for thirty years must 
remain subject to the control and use of the prelate of the ch urch. Any secular 
person who acts in a way contrary to this present decree shall be adjudged as one 
who commits sacrilege and, until he refo rms himself and restOres or gives back 
the privileges and goods belonging to the church, let him be anathema. 

19 

Archbishops or metropolitans should not go to other churches on the pretext of an offidtd v isit 
and by their greed be II burden to the bishops and involve them ill expense 

Paul, the great apostle, condemns greed as another form of idolatry' and wants 
all who unite under the name of Christian to abstain fro m every fo rm of 
shameful love of gain. 1 t is all the more wrong, th erefore, for those who have the 
min istry of the priesthood to burden their fell ow-bishops and suffragans in any 
way whatsoever. 

For this reason th is holy and universal synod has decreed that no archbishop 
Or metropolitan should leave his own church and visit other churches under the 

I See I Cor 5, 10. 
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et sub occasione quasi visitationis ad alias accederc, et potestate propria 
in inferiores abuti, et consumere reditus qui apud illos inveniuntur ad 
ecclesiasticam dispositionem et alimenta pauperum, ac per hoc aggravate 
avaritiae modo conscientias fcatturn et comministrorum nostrorum; 
excepta hospitalitate, quae aliquando ex necessaria transitu fo rtassis ~ 

accessedt; sed et tunc non alia, nis i ex iis quae ad praesens de compendia 
praeparata inveniuntur, cum reverentia et cum timore Dei d ignantcr 
accipiat; et marurius propositum iter perambuicc, nih il omnino corum 
quae sunt ecclesiae illius vel suffraganei episcopi petens et exigens; s i 
coim unumqucmque episcoporum ecclesiae propriae rebus cum multa 10 

parcitate uti, et nulla tenus in proprias utilitates importune ac sine ratione 
dispendere vel consumere reditus ecclesiasticos sacri canones decernunt, 
qua, putas, impietate iudicabitur dignus, qui aliis episcopis commissas 
ecclesias gravare vel ambire, et per hoc sacrilegii crimen incidcre non 
formidat? 15 

Quisquis ergo post hanc definitionem nostram tale quid facere tenta
verit, poenam subeat a patriarcha qui per tempus fuedt, secundum con
gruentiam iniustitiae ac avaritiae suae, et deponatur et sequestretur ut 
sacrileglls, et aliter ut idolatra factus, iuxta magnum Apostolum. 

xx 
Q uod non oporl(at qU(!!IqU4!!1 (piuoporu!!l apud It vtl pt~ It collala loco ruiptrt 

lint illiul iudkio qui urbi aul rtgioni illi prattllt dignoJ(ilur 

Bt hoc saocta nunc synod us didicit, quod in quibusdam locis quidam 
propria usi auctoritate, ac sine vol un tate illorum qui bus huiusmodi dis
positiones commissae sunt, audacter et tyrannice pellunt eos qu i per 
emphyteusim perceperint aliquid ex iis locis quae possederunt, occasione 25 

quasi ruptae fidei circa pensionis pactum. 
Non autem licet omnimodis hoc fieri, nisi pt'ius accipiat protestationem 

per quosdam idoneos et fideles homines is qui emphyteusim contraxit: 
quod nisi dederit usque ad tres annos destinatum tributum census, pro
pellatur a locis a se deteotis. Oportet enim post tdum annotum census 30 

reteotionem accedere ad praepositos urbis vel regionis ill ius, et arguere 
in conspectu eorum eum qui emphyteusim consecutus cst, et exhibere 
contemptum eius, et tunc sententia et iudicio praetorum recipiat ecclesia 
ptopria in possessionem. Sed nequaquam quisquam apud se vel per se 
faciat praedictorum ablationem locorum; suspectivum quippc tale, quin 35 

et multi turpis lucri et avaritiae consistit indicium. 
Si quis ergo episcopus aut metropolita praeter hane definitioncm no

stram abstuledt aliquem locum a quoquam, putans quod ecclesiam pro
priam defendat, sequestretur a propdo patriarcha per aliq'uod tempus, 
dans primo quod per potestatem suam abstulit vel subripuit. Si vero coo- 40 

tentiosus quis perstiterit, non obediens his quae sanctae ac universali 
synodo visa sunt, deponatur omnimodis. 

Fourth Council of ConSla7ltillopie - 869- 870 • 181 

retext of an official visitat ion, nor abuse his. au~hor ity over othcr ~hurches and 
P me thc revenues which they have at thclr disposal and for feedm g the poor, 
~~:tt~US, by a form of greed,. be ~ burden .to the consciences ~f o~r brot~ers and 
felloW ministers. An exception 15 made III the case of hosplcal!ty, which may 
ometimcs arise on account of necessary travel. But ev~n then he must accept, 

S _ I evc,-ence and fear of God nothing else than what IS found prepared from 
W'lt 1 r '., I - h I 
that which is currently at hand. H e sh~)U l d qUIckly contmu.e t Ie J o~rney e las 

d . rraken without askin g ordemandmg any atall of the things which belong to 

cl~atechurch or the suffragan bisho p. For if the sacred cano l.1s decree that every 
bi~hop should be spar ing in his use of what belongs to IllS ?wn chu~c1~ . and 

h Id 0 way spend or consume the ecclesiastical revenueS 111 an unfltt~ng or 
s ou n k- d f - - d h k I unreasonable way for his own advan tage, what 111 C? llnplety 0 you t In . Ie 
will be fo und guilty of if he has no scruples about gOlll& arou~d and burdenlllg 
the churches entrusted to other b ishops and thereby lI1curnng the charge of 

sacrilege? . . . f h 11 . 
Whoever attempts to do .such a thing .. afte r th iS directive 0 ou~s, s.a iO.Cur 

from the patriarch of the time the pUnishment commensur~te with IllS unJu~t 
d d b 'hav,-our and shall be deposed and excommunicated as the sacn -

an gree y e " . . . . . d' h 
legious person he is or, to put It otherWise, as an Idolatel, accor mg to t e 
teaching of the grea t Apostle. 

20 
No bishop should repossess, 011 his own initiative (llId.a uthority, lands that ha.v e beell cO.nfcrred 

on someone, without referellce to the person ~ho IS the recogmzed tllllhorzty In the CIty or 
reg,oll 

It has come to the ears of this holy synod that in certain places SOme,?11 the ir 
own authority and without the agreement of those who are entrus~ed with such 
decisions, callously and merciless ly expel people who have received some of 
their lands by emphyteusis, on the pretext that the contract about the agreed rent 

has been broken. d h 
This must nOt be allowed to happen unless the person who ~a . e t e 

emphyteut ic contract first listens to the objections through the medlatl?n of 
some suitable and trustworthy persons. Then, if the leaseholder h.as. not paid for 
three years the rent due, he may be expel led from his lands . But .1t. IS necessa~y, 
after the rent has been unpaid for three years, to go to the authontles of. the city 
or region and bring before them a charge against the person who obtallled the 
emphyteutic lease, and to show how he has defaulted. Only th ~ n , after the 
decision and judgment of the officials, may the ch.urch take ba.ck Its pr~pe r~y. 
Nobody may effec t the confiscat ion o.f the aforesaid lands on hiS o~n l~ltlatlVe 
and authority, since this would be a sign of the worst fo rm of proflteen ng and 
greed. . . . . 

So, if any bishop or metropolitan .. c~ntrary. to thiS dl.rectl~e of ours, confiS
cates any property from anyone, thmkl~g he IS ~rot~ct1ng hiS own church, let 
him be suspended by his patriarch f~:)f a time, havln& f.lrst resto~ed what h~ [Ook 
away. If he persists in his disobedience to the declSlon of thiS holy u1llversal 
synod, he must be completely removed from office. 
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XXI 
Quod non oporteat papam Romtll/llm, vel quempiam alior"", palriareharutN, a quolibt l inhollorari 

Dominicum scrmoncm, quem Chr istus sanctis apostolis et disci pulis suis 
dixit, quia: Qui f}O! recipil, me recipit1, et qui vos spernit, me spentit'!., ad omnes 
etiam qui post eos secundum ipsos facti sunt summi pontifices et pas to-

,r, rum pr inc ipes in ecclesia catholica dictum esse credentes, defini mus, 
neminem prorsus mundi porcmium, quemquam eorum qui patriarchal i
bus sedibus praesunt inhonorare. aut movere a proprio throno tcorace, 
sed omni reverentia et honate dignos iudicare: praecipue quidem sanc
tissimum papam senio ris Romae, dcinceps aurem Constantinopoleos 

10 patriarcham, deinde vero Alexandriae, ac Antiochiae, atque Hierosoly
morum. Sed nec alium quemcumque conscriptiones contra sanctissimum 
papam senioris Romae, ac verba complicare et componere, sub occasione 
quasi diffamatorum quorumdam 
criminum, quod et nuper Photi us 

1:; fec it, et multo ante Dioscorus. 
Ir 

Quisquis autem tanta iactantia et Er 'Tt~ 'ToO"OCU'T[) 'TOAILTl Xp-f)O""CH'TO , 
audacia usus fu erit, ut secundum 1l0"'TE XOC'TOC 'TOV 1'IW'TtOV xocl ~t60"xo

Photium vel Dioscorum, in scriptis 
vel sine script is ioiurias quasdam 

20 contra sedem Petri apostolorum 
pr iocip:s moveat, aequalem et eam
dem quam illi condemnationem 
rceipiat. 

5i vero quis aliqua sacculi po te-
2:; state fruens vel potens pellere tenta

verit praefatum apostolicae cathe
drae papam, aut aliorum patriarcha
rum quemquam, anathema sit. Porro 
si synod us universalis fuerit coo-

30 gregata, et facta fuerit etiam de 
sancta Romanorum ecclesia quae vis 
ambiguitas er controversia, oporter 
venerabiliter Ct cum convenienti 

pOV tyyptXcpwC; Yj O:yp&.cpWC; 1!OXpmVLOCC; 
'TWaC; x<X'Tct. TIjc; xocOE8pocc; TIhpou 
'TOU XOPUcpiX[OU 'TWV cX.TWO"'TO),wv Xt
\lt~V , TI)v a urijv exdvotC; OEXEatlW 
xa:ra xptmv· d OE, O"uyxportjOdO"TjC; 
O"uv60ou otXOUILEVtX"~C;, yE'vTj'TCt.( 'TtC; 
xed 1!Epl 'ti')c; hX)..1)O" [a.~ 'TWV 'Pw
fLOXLWV &;[J.o:pt~o)..[a., E~eanv tUAa.~WC; 
xed ILE'TO: TIjc; 1!pocrTjXOUOI)C; oct3ouC; 
8tCt.1tUVOtXVf;:crOOCt it"tpl 'TOU npOXttILE
vou ~1)Tij(J-a.'TOC; xa.l OEXEO"Oa.t TIjv 
AUcrW xocl 1) W<pEAdcrOCH Y, wq>EAErv· 
(J-1} ILEV'tOt OPOCcrEWC; O:1too:pEpeO"Oru xoc
'Ta 'TWV TIjc; it"PEO"~U'TEPOXC; ' Pw(J-1)C; 
(EPCt.PXWV. 

reverent ia de proposita quaestione scisci tari, et solutionem accipere, aut 
35 profi cere, aut profeetum faeere, non tamen audacter sententiam dicere 

contra summos seoioris Romae pontifices. 

XXII 
D e !Umm"rllm !Qrerdofllm elutiOllf a/quI du re/" 

Promotiones atque consecrationcs episcoporum, concordans priori bus 
coneiliis, electione ac decreto episcoporum co\legii fieri sancta haec et 

40 universalis synod us defin it et statuie; atque iure promulgat, neminem 

I Mt 10,40. z Lc 10, 16. 
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21 

The pope of Rome or (my other pat riarch must not be treated w ith disrespect by (myone 

\'Q believe that [he saying of the Lord that Christ addressed to his holy ~pos tles d disciples Whoever receives you receives mel, mld whoever desptses 1.0Tt 

d . es m el ~as also addressed to all who were likewise made supreme pontiffs 
edts 

hief p~stors in succession to them in the catho lic church. Therefore we 
d~c1~re that no secular powers should treat with disrespe,ct ~ny of t,h?se who 
hold the office of patriarch or seek to move them from their high pOSitions, bl~t 
rather they should esteem them as worthy of all honour and reverence. This 
a lies in the first place to the most holy pope of old Rome, seco~dly to, the 
~fria rch of Constantinople, and then to the patriarchs of Alexan?na, .'~ntloch 
~nd Je rusalem. Furthermore, nobody else should compose or edit wflun gs. o r 
tractS against the most holy pope of old Rome, o~ the pretext of, maklOg 
incriminating charges, as Photius did recendy and DlOscorus a long time a~o. 
Whoever shows such great arrogance and au~acit ~ '. after the manner.of Photlus 
nd Dioscorus and makes false accusa tions 10 writing ~r speech agamst the ~cc 
~f Peter, the cl~ief of the apos tles, let him receive a pUlllshment e9ua1 to theIrs. 

If, then, any rule r or secular autho rity tri es to ~xpel the aforesaid pope of the 
a ostolic sec, or any of the other patriarchs, Ict 111m bc anathc,ma. Furthermorc, 
" universa l synod is held and any question or ,controversy anses about the holy 
~hau rch of Rome, if should make inquir ies With proper rev~renc.e and respect 
about the question raised :md should fi nd a profitable solutl~n ; It must on no 
accoun t pronounce sentence rash ly against the supreme pontiffs of old Rome. 

22 

On th l? election and appointment of bishops 

This holy and un iversal synod declares and .decrees,. in agreement with earlier 
councils, that the promotion and consecration of ?lshops sh?uld be done by 
means of an elect ion and decis ion of the college of bishops. So It promulgates as 

I Mt 10, 40. 1 Lk 10, 16, 
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laicorum principum vel potentum semet inserere elect ioni vel promotioni 
patriarchae, vel metropol itae, aut cuiuslibet ep iscopi, nc videlicet inM 
ordinata h ine et iOl.:ongrua fiat confus io vel camentia, p raescrtim cum 
nullam in talibus potes tatem q uemquam potcs tativorum vel ceterorum 
laicorum habere conveniat, sed pot ius silere ae attcndere s ibi, usquequo ,'; 
regulariter a collegio cceles iac suscipiat finem electio futuri ponti ficis: 
s i veto quis laicorum ad concertandum et cooperandum ab ecclesia io
v itatur , licet huiusmodi cum reveremia, si forte volue tie, obtemperare sc 
asciscentibus; tal iter coim sibi d ignum pas(orem regulariter ad ecelesiac 
suac salutem promovcat. 1 1) 

Quisquis autem saecularium princ ipum et potentum, vel alterius digni
tatis la ic us. adversus communem ac consonantem atq ue canonicam e1 ec
t ionem eccles iastici ordin.is agece ten taverit, anathema si t, donee obcdiat 
et consentiat in hoc quod eeclesia de e1ectione ae ordinatione proprii 
praesu lis sc velle monstraverit. 15 

XXIII 
Q~od flon operleat q~emquam epiICoporNm alimarllm /(xare peueuioflu ur/uiarum, 

sed fie. d erimm quemlibet in aliena u d u ia lacra ulebrare mJiuria 

Venit et hoc nunc ad aures nostras, quod quidam episcopocum a quibus
dam rogati, possess iones, quae ad al ias eccles ias pertinent, irrationabil ite r 
confccant ; et per hoc, quantum possunt, ad propriam voluntatem in 2 1) 

aliorum potestatem episcoporum usu rpent. Hoc autem et propheticam 
illis manifeste maledictionem acquiret, quae dixit : Vae qui coniullgilis 
dOn/1II1I ad donmn/, el agrtllll ad agrtllJl l ~ ut pro ximo auferat is al iquid; et 
criminis eos sacril egii reos constituie Huius rei gratia placuit magnae 
huie et universali synodo, quod Olillus fratcu m et eoepiscoporum no- 25 

strotum, vel quisquam, ta lem sibi facere nequiss imam locationem roger, 
vel ab aliquo ipse rogatus quamlibet alienarum et extraneacum coofetac 
ecclcs iarum possess ionem. nec etiam constituat presbytcros aut queml ibct 
al ium clcricum in ecclesi is q uae sibi subiectae non sum, praeter vol un
tatcm episcopi cui ecclesia ilia co mmissa est. Sed ncque quisquam prcs- 30 

byterorum vel diaconorum, qui sacris officiis dediti sun t, ulera ac per se 
ccclesias ingrediens, sacrum aliquid opcretur, in quibus ab init io sortcm 
minime consccutus est; ill ici tum coim est hoc ct o mnimodis a canonicis 
praeceptionibus alienum. 

Quisquis ergo pOS t hanc definitionem nostram visus fuerit faciens ali- 35 

qu id horum quae nunc interdicta sunt, separetur ali quo indicto tempore, 
discisso videlicet et dirupto modis omnibus locatorio pacto, quod sive 
scr ipto, sive sine scripto praetec canonem fac tum est. Simili ter et pres
by[er IIlc vel d iaconus segregatus si t, donee ab aliena recedat ccclesia. 
Quod si Ct segregationem contcmpserit, omnimodis dcponatur, et ab 40 

o mnt ho nore sacrato deiiciatur. 

1 Is 5,8. 
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I that no lay authori ty or ruler may intervene in the elect ion or promotion of a 
a';riarch, a metropoli tan or any bishop, lest there be any irregularity leading to 
pa 1" 11 " " " f 1 improper confusion o r quarrel ing, especla y sillce It IS wro ng o r any ru ~r o r 

her lay person to have any influence in such matters. Rather he shou ld be sdem 
ot d mind his own business until the election of the future bishop has been 
an mpleted with due process by the ecclesiastical assembly. But if any by person 
~o·, nv ited by the church to I' o in in the discuss ion and to help wi th the electio n, he 
" f " h F " h" is permitted to accept the inv itatio n with respect, i he so WIS es. o r III t IS ~vay 
he may be able to promote a worthy pastOr 111 a regular manner, to the benefit of 

his church. 
If any secular authori ty or ruler, or a lay pers~n of any other status .. att~mpts 

to act aga inst the com mon, ag reed and canon ical method o f elec t ion 111 the 
church, let him be anathema ; th is is to last u ~t il he obeys a.nd agrees t~ what the 
church shows it wants concerning the elec tion and appolll tment of ItS leader. 

23 

No bishop may dispose of the property of other churches, and ,:0 cleric may celebrate the sacretl 
mysteries in tI church other than hIS ow n 

We have also learnt that some bishops, at the request of certain people, have 
unreasonably made a gift o f properties belonging to ot h e ~ churches. ~hlls they 
usurp the authority of other bishops, so far as they can. Th iS conduct wli l clearl y 
bring on them the curse of the prophet who says, .Woe .to those who a.del hOllse to 
house and field to fieLd! in ord e~ to defraud ~helr neighbour.' and It has made 
them guilty of sacrilege. For th~s reason! thiS great and untvcrsal synod has 
decided that no bro ther o f ours III the episcopate or anyone else may transact 
such a wicked property deal, no r, .if asked ~y someone, d ispose o.f a l~ y property 
belonging to other churches, no r 1I1stall pnests or any '?t~er c1encs In .churches 
that are not under his jurisdiction, witho ut the permlss l.on of the bishop re
sponsible fo r the church in question. Fu rthermore, no pnests or deacons, who 
arc consecrated fo r holy fun ct ions, should perform, .of their own acco rd and 
decision, any sacred functions in churches to wh ich they have not. been 
appointed from the beginn ing. This behaviour is unlawfu l and utterly allen to 

the canonical regu lations. . 
Whoever after this declarat ion of ours, shaH be seen to do any of these thlllgs 

which have 'now been forb idden, must be excommunicated for a per iod of t ime, 
and the contractual arrangements , whether written or not, must be completely 
dissolved and abrogated because they were made in co~traven~ion of the canons. 
Likewise, the priest or deacon is to be s ~spe?ded unti l he wlth~raws from the 
church to which he docs nOt belong. But If he Ignores the suspenSIOn, he must be 
gOt rid of completely and dispossessed o f every sacred off ice. 

1 Is 5, 8. 
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XXIV 
Quod lion oporteal me/Topa/itar swffragalit iI INif epiuo/is tu/tJiaJlka 

SUM mt lropoftOI (ommillere minisft ria 

Div,ina s~ript~ra dicente : M.aledictus o,mnis homo qui faci! opm Domini 
n~glrgenler J~9uJdam me~ro~ohtanorum In extremam negligentiam et desi • 

.5 dlam del~ps l, pr?eCeptlO~lbus suis subiectos ad se adducunt episcopos 
et c~mmlftunt elS eccieslae p ropriae di vina officia, et litan ias, et cunct~ 
omn~no sacra quae ad se ~ert inent ministeria ; ita ut per i11 05 celebrent 
emma q~ae ,per semet alacnter agere debuerint, ac per id eos, qui episco
p~lem d lgOl tatem meruerunt, quodammodo cJericos sibi sub ieClOS ex-

10 hlbeant. 
. Vac~~t a~tem ii?e~ praeter ecclesiasticas leges saecularibus curis atque 

dlSPOS~tlont~:)U.s, dlmltten~~s perseverare in orationibus et ohsecracionibus 
pro SUIS dehctls ac populi tgnorantiis1 • quod nusquam d I· . .. . .... • apu a Iquos pent-
tus InveOitur, .cum Sit ca~onJc~s nJ~ lru~ contrar~um omnino praeceptis: 

15 et, q~o? s~e vlU s est, qu~a SUIS StlpendllS per dlstinctas mcnsium vices 
prae~lp~ d ,cun~ur pr~edJcta perficere min isteria ; quod ab apostolico 
mumml.ne ~OdI S omm.b~s ~stenditur.ali~num. Haec autem omnia magnis 
et multls ac v.ehemenosslrnls darnnatlonJbus dignos huiusmodi statuunt; 
proban.tur emm tales per haec quae faciunt, etiam satanica iactantia et 

20 superbla languere. 
Q~i~quis ergo metropolitanorum post hanc sanctae ac universalis synodi 

definltlon.cm eadem au~acia vel superbia et contemptu abusus, non per 
se cur:n t ~~ore et alacntate, seu consciemia bona, debita ministeria in 
propna Clvltate, sed per suffraganeos episcopos suos efficcre temaverit 

2~ poenas exsolvat coram proprio patriarcha c( aut corr igatur aut deponatur: 

XXV 
Quod semfMr .~posi/~ lenMntur qui cMu crafiontm in qUOlllmqut gradll Aft /hodii 

~ / Ignofll SanalilimorN'" pa/riar~haru!J/ hahuerinl, t f Pho/ia in~alorj 
ellam poll Itntentiam quae IJ nodite l a&la Nt Constantinapoli, (omtmtrunt 

E.t hO': debite ~anct~ synod us defi~ivit, quatehus episcopi, presbyteri, 
SO dJaco~1 et sU.bdJaconl magnae ecciesJae, qui consecrationem Methodii er 

!gnatn san~tls.simorum patriarcharum habuerunt, et secundum insolens 
illud t!t dU(lSSlmUm cor Pharaonis obdurati sunt3 , et usque nunc mini me 
cum h~c sancta et .uni.versa!i synodo convenerunt, sed nee nobis con
sonare In verba ventatls voluerunt, quinimo invasori Photio concorditer 

3r> conscnscrunt, depos iti sim, et omnir;t0. sacerdotali operatione privat i, 
quemadmodum n~c multum ante bcatlss lmus papa Nicolaus iudicavit· et 
neq~aquam ~ales I.n. s~cerdotii catalogo recipiantur, etiamsi ex hoc c~n
vert! volue~l?t; OlSI 10 perceptione sanctificationum, qua dignos nulla
tenus .I:'OS, OlSt per multam :nis~ri~ordiam, iudicamus; non enim sunt digni 

10 ad prtorem honorem restitu tiOOlS locum per poenitentiam invenire se-
cundum exosum illum Esau, Hcet cum lacrymis expetisset earn". ' 

1 Ir 48 , to. I Cf. Heb 7, 27. • Cf. Ex 7, 13. , Cf. Hcb 12, 16-17; Go 33, 4. 
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24 
Metropolitans should not entrtlst to their mffragan bishops the ecclesiastical ministries of the 

metropolitan church 

Divine scripture says, Cursed is everyone who does the work of the Lord with 
slacknessl. Yet some metropolitans have fallen into the depths of negligence and 
sloth. T hey summon the b ishops subject to their jurisdiction and commit ro 
them the divine offices of their own church as weU as litanies and aU the sacred 
ministries which are personal to themselves. The consequence is that they 
celebrate throu gh the agency of these bishops everthing they should read ily do 
themselves. In this way they make those who have merited the dign ity of bishop 
seem like clerics in their service. 

These metropolitans, contrary ro church law, give themselves ro secular 
business and administration, failing to persevere in prayers and petitions for 
their own sins and the ignorance of their people2

• Some excuse this behaviour 
even though it is utterly and completely contrary to canonical regulations. \Xfhat 
is still more serious, it is said that the bishops are to ld to complete the above 
ministries at allotted times each month at their own expense. This is totally alien 
to all aposto lic sanction. All this makes such people worthy of the most seve re 
condem nation possible, for they are shown by their actions to be infec ted by a 
form of satan ic pr ide and arrogance. 

Any metropo litan who, after this directive of the holy and universal synod, is 
consumed by a similar pride, arrogance or contempt and does nOt carry out with 
fear, promptitude and a good conscience the necessary ministries in his own 
city, but seeks to carry them out through his suffragan bishops, must be 
punished by his patriarch and be either reformed or deposed. 

25 

Those who were consecrated in w hatever ol·der by Mcthodius an d Ignat ius, the most holy 
patriarchs, and SIIpported the 11511rper Photills after the sentence of condemnation WaS 

prorlo/m eed in SY riod at Constantinople, m ll st remairl depo5ed for ever 

The hol y synod has duly decided that the bishops, priests, deacons and sub
deacons of the great chu rch [of Constantinople], who received their consecra
tion from Methodius and Ignatius, the most holy patriarchs, and became hard of 
heart li ke the arrogant and unfecling heart of Pharaoh}, and even now are in 
complete disagreement with this hol y and universal synod and, while rejecting 
harmony with us in the word of truth , have wholeheartedly supported the cause 
of the usurper PhOtius, must be deposed and suspended from all sacerdotal 
funct ions, just as the most blessed pope N icholas decreed not long ago. On no 
aCCOunt are sllch men to be readmitted into the ranks of the clergy, even if they 
wish in fu ture to change their ways. An exception will be made in regard to 

receiving the means of holiness, and it is only our mercy which makes us think 
that they are worthy of this. They do not deserve to have th e opportunity of 
being resto red by their repentance to their fo rmer status, as is illustrated by the 
case of the odious Esau, though he begged in tears for that favour

4
• 

: Jer 48 , 10. 2 Sec Heb 7, 27. 
See Heb 12, 16-1 7; Gn 33, 4. 

~ See Ex 7, \}. 
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XXV! 
Quod der;eul JeJ»liIIJl, uti il'liuriam paU1l1 ab tpirtopo 1110, potu/alem habeal ruurrere 

ad maioru udwGe (othtJlicae j;ril'lripu, id aI, ad lummOI JMnliftcu 

Placuit et hoc sanctae synodo, ut quicumque presbyter aut diaconus a 
propr io episcopo deposi tus fuerit, propter aliquod crimen, vel si quam
libet iniustitiam se pari dixerit, et non acquievcrit iudicio proprii episcopi, 5 

dicens cum suspectum se habere, et vel propter inimicitiam quam erga 
se tcnu"Cri t, vel propter grat iam quam aliis quibusdam praestare voluerit, 
idcirco in se fu isse tale quid operatum, potestatem habeat ad mctro
politam ips ius provinciae concurrere. et earn quam putar iniustam depo
sitionem, vel aliam laesionem denuntiate: rnetropolita vero ille libentet 10 

susc ipiat huiusccrnodi, et advocct episcopum qui deposuit, vel alio modo 
c1ericurn laesit, et apud se cum aliis ctiam episcopis oegotii faciae examen, 
ad confitmandum scilicet sine ornni suspicione, vel destruendum per 
genctalcrn synodum et multo rum sententia clerici depositionem, 

Similiter etiam episcopos concurrere ad patriarchalc caput decerni- 15 

mus, qu i a mctropolitis suis tal ia se pertulisse fatentur, ut apud patriar
cham et metropolitas qui sub ipso sunt, iustam et sine suspicione senten
tiam quod movetur negotium accipiat, Insuper etiam nullo modo quis
quam metropolitanorum episcoporum a vic inis metropoli tis episcopis 
provinc iac suae iudicetur, licet quaedam incurrisse crimina perhibeatur, 20 

sed a solo patriarcha proprio iudicetur: cuius sententiam rarionabilem, et 
iudicium iusrum, ac sine suspicione fore decernimus, eo quod apud eum 
honorabil iores quique colligantur, :lC per hoc ratum et firmum penitus 
sit quod ab ipso fuerit iudicatum. Si quis autem non acquieverit iis quae a 
nobis edita sunt, excommunicatus exsistat. 25 

XXVII It. 
De to quod nan oport,Mt pa/fiil proeter Jempora 
tI lora definita lIt/tiri, et de eo quod nequoquom 
t(ll, qui tx ordine mona(hi:o JOdi INI/I, (onllf!l/iaJ 
:ichemole a& Itolo mona&hiroe &onvt:Tlatiollil eXNere 

Secundum traditas formas per sin- 0E:O"rdso!J.e:v TOO'; opLO"B~V't'CCI::; W!J.O- 30 

gulas provincias, ac regiones, et ur- !popdv trnax6TCOU'; tTCL nm XCHpoi.; 
bes, in ecclesiasticis promotionibus .:.iTCOXE:X).'I}pwpkvOt<;, £V Toi.; TOWU-
et consecrationibus illa quae indicia TOll::; r::E:PL~E:~A7jO"OCU 't"cclhcc XCCLpOr.; 
ct signa sunt ordinis qui unicuique xed T6TCOt.;, xed !J.-f) XClTIXK€Xp7jO"BccL 
inessc videtur, rerineri decernimus, ..-n TOLCCUT'{l XCCTIXO"TOAn OtOC -rn<pov 3$ 
ita ut episcopi, qui bus concessum est XlXl XE:VOOO~(IXV, xcxl £V TCCXVTl XCXLPt:l 
palliis uti certis remporibus, in eis- T'9jc; Bdccl::; !J.UCiTCCYWytCCC;, xccl r::&:
dem temporibus et locis, iis induan- 0"1)1::; &AA'I}I::; EKXA'1)o"LCXo"TtX7j1::; AE:LTOUp
tur, et tanto et tali non abutantur yl.a:c; TIXUTCX cpope::iv, 
amiccu propter typhum, et inanem 'AAAoc xcxt TOU'; !J.e:Tt6vTet:<; €OAcx~WC; 40 

gloriam, et humanum placorem, TOV IkOV7W'l {j(ov xcct T'9jc; £1tLO"xom
atque sui amorem: ornni videlicet x7jc; &:';tWOeVTIX'; Tt!J.7jc;, !pUAct.t'TE:tV 
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26 

A cleric who has been deposed or sll{f~~(!(l .an in;llStice ~l ,he h,wds of his bishop, has the ri$ht to 
rake his eme to the highest altthorllles III the catholic church, namely the SIIpreme pontiffs 

This holy synod has also decide,d that any priest or deacon who has b~en 
deposed by his b ishop for. s~me C:lme, o~ who alleges h~ h~s suffered .some kmd 
of injustice and is not satisfIed With the Judgment of hiS bishop, saymg that .he 
does not truSt him and that he has been wronged, either .because of the enmIty 
which the bishop has for him or because of favours the bIshop wants to besto~ 
on certa in others, such a person has t~e right t?have recour~e to th~ mc(ro~oh
tan of his province and to denounce hiS depos~non from office, .w,hlCh he thinks 
is unjust, or any other inj ury, The metropolitan should be w~lllt1g. t? take ~p 
such cases and to summon the bishop wh~ has dep~sed the cleriC or mJu r,ed htm 
. way He should examine the case himself, With the help of orher bishops , 
on any . . . f hi· b d 11 d b ash soas either to confirm the deposition 0 t. ec enc cyan a ou t,orroqu 
it by means of a general synod and the Judgment of many persons, . 

In the same way we decree that bishops may have r~c~urse t? the patrlarc~, 
their head, if they complain thar they have ~uffe red sl mtl~r t!lI~gs from t?elr 
metropolitan, so that ti?e busin ess in questJo? may recelv,c a Just and ng~~ 
decision from their patriarch and the metropoJ.ltans under h~m, N? metropoh 
tan bishop may be judged by his neighbou rll1g m~tropol l ta n bishops, even 
though it is alleged that he has committed scriou~ c:lmes, but h~ maY,only be 
judged by his own patriarch; we decree that thts Judg~ent wdl be Just and 
beyond suspicion because a number ?f.estccmed pe?pie wtll be ga~~ered aro~nd 
the patriarch, and for this reason hiS Judgment w tl l be full y ratified and, CO ll 

firmed, If anyone does not agree with what we have promulgated, let him be 

excommun icated , 

27 

The pallium shou ld lIOt be worn olJtside the prescribed t~mi'S and places, lind it is clltircly W rollg 

rh(lt mOTiks who hlive become fb i$hopsj shollld pllt asuie the outwa rd style {wd dress of the 
morMslic life 

We decree that, in ecclesiastical promotion s and consecrations, th~ marks which 
signify the rank to which each person .belongs,. should ~e kept, In .accordance 
with the tradit ional usages of each province, reglo,n a?d City, 1 hus bI S ~10PS who 
have been permitted to wear the pallium at certall1 times, may wear It at those 
times and places but should not abus~ so great and honoura?le ~ garment , 
through pridc, vainglory, human conceit and self-love, by wcanng It unneces-
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tempore divini sacrificii, et omnis 
alius ecclesiastici mysterii. hune 
inepte portantes. 

Illas autem qui reverenter mona· 
:; sticam vitam sectati sunt, et cpisco

palem meruerunt honorcm, conser
vare schema, et amictum monachi 
corum indumentorum, et ipsam 
beatam vitam decernimus: et nul -

lO Ius om nino habeat potestatem de
ponere iam dictum schema, propter 
typhum et arrogantem voluntatem, 
De per hoc inveniatur propriorum 

TO O"X~fM xed -rYjv O"-ro),~v -rWV f.l.0-
VIXXLXWV af.l.QnIXO"f.l.a.T(1)V 6pt~0f.l.EV · 
xlXl f.l.7)8b~1X -rOA~V &:TtCX f.l.<P~€WU

aelX~ TO dp7)f.I.€vOV ax~f.l.1X aLa -ru
<P0V xcxl &:AIX~ovnd"Jv yvw/J.7jV, x&:v
-rEVOE\! sup(CJXsO"elX~ TtIXPIX{3OCT1)\! TWV 
EIXUTOU O"U\!O"f)xwv' d n.; ouv tTtt
axoTto.; ltIXP'* TOUo; WptO"f.I.€\lOUo; IXUT~ 
i:yypa<pouo; Yj &:ypa<pouo; XIXLPOUo; nE
pt~aAoL-ro 1"0 wf.l.6cpopov Yj TWV f.l.O
'ItxXLXWV af.l.<PLcxO"f.l.aT(1)\! &:r.o{3aAAOL TO 
O"X~f.l. 1X ~ 8wpOouaO(1) ~ xlXOccLpdaOw. 

transgressor pactorum: skut coim ibi co ntinuus palliorum amictus fasti-
15 giosum et suae gloriae deditum demonstrat episcopum. ita et hie clepo

si(io ac denudatio monachici habitus nihila minus eisdem submittit crimi
nibus cum qui hoc fecisse captus exstiterit. 

Quisquis etgo episcopus praeter defin ita sibi scripto tempora se pallio 
induerit. aut monasticarum vestium schema deposuerit. aut cotr igatur. 

:!o aut a patriarcha proprio deponatur. 
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'1 throughout the divine sacrifice and every other ecclesiastical ~erf·TonYd 
san y decree that those who have devoutly embraced the monastiC 1 e an 

We . ' f b' ho should keep the appearance and garments of the 
merited. thhea~~~:~a ~ha~ h~ly ~ay of life. None of them has t~l e right to lay aside 
honastl~ of dress out of pride and wilful arrogance! lest he IS fo~nd th~reby Ito 
{ . at tY'his ersonal vows Just as the continual weanng of the pallium s ows t ~e 
Violate ~ '. d vainglory so the laying aside of the monastlc 
bishop as given ~o ostentatLon an , 

h b' exposes him to the same charges, , " I d 
a It . f . an bisho who wears the pallium outSide the occaSiOns StipU ate 

, Th~re oreo'r I;ys aside the monastic dress, must either be corrected or be 
!O wntlng, 
deposed by his patriarch. 
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