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COl/lleiloJMelji 

77ze Canons if Melfi 

Anno Dominice incarnationis m .Lx..x.x.vii ii, pOlltificatus domini 
U(rba ni ) pape secunda, ind icLlone xii , iiii idus Scptcmbris, CO I1-

gregata est a pud M clphiam Apulie urbem cills iussu sinodus epis­
coporum lxx, abba lU l11 xii . 

1-4 Anno xii.] L:rbanus papa. ~ I C; Ex synodo u rbani Papac apuc! ~·l dfiall1. R; 
Decretum Urb:ln i pape II habilU lll apud Amalfiam. cap.i. Vb; Ex synodo l'iusdem Urbani 
pape apud ~ .. Ic1fialll. Vq I millcsimo octogesimo viiii C B pomificalllsl \'ero 
add. cn donni cn 2 scwndoJ secundi T 2; ii </>Va (/JVr q U <lrlQ C B 
3 :\ ldfiam eB '1'2 

Die autcm secunda cdi ta sunt capitula hee. 

$olummodo in (/> & T2 aclila <PVa 

( Ia) SanCLOrum pan'lIm sententiis consona sC lllientes/- ex D ei et 
aposto!ofum cius partcb prccipimus nc quis ulterius vel data vel 
promisso prctio vel scrvitia ea intentione impenso vel preeibus 
cpiseopalem nitatur assequi dignita tcll1 ) nee ullus cam prclaxato 

5 tenore indulgeat. Hoc idem ct dc omni eeclesiastiea dignitatc vel 
officio apaslOlice potesta tis auctorila tcC prefigimus. Al ias Cl da tar 
ct acceptor proprii ordinis dignilalc privclltur. 

hem. praml. C I3; v. praml. Vq 1 p~trum CPPa canse nlicllIes ~ lC ex 
om. R Vq 2 cius om. CB uhcrius om. </'Va; alterius tPVr 3 promissol 
vel add. R Vq pretia promis~o CPVa 4JVr impcnsoJ intenso R 4 dign i-
tateml ct add. C B nc T 2 pretcxtato CPVa 1>Vr 5 idemJ eliam add. <PVa 
ell ctiam R Vq ('1 de om ni Itn-olC n 6 officio om. i\ lC pOl cstat isJ digni-
talis CPVa (PVr auctoritatelll 1'2 7 ordinis om. CB privan lur T 2 

" Salle/orum sflltimles: cr. Cone. Placen!. , 1095. e. 15, li n. [3, ed. \Vei land , COlistitllliont'J, 

563, CI J L 5409, ed. 'f aylor, lin. Gg; cf. quoque Commell\. ad canones infra. b iX 

Dn-parl£. el:JL 4405, JI. 4406, JL 450[, cd. Schieffer, Elltstehung.220- 1. ,. aprutoliu 
potMlatis auclonlal£. cr. C B IS, lin. 12 (potl'SlalL auctontalis Romalle). 

( Jb) Episcopus omnia sui episeopalus membra," videlicet arehi­
diaeonaLUs, archipresbitcratus, dccanias, vel aliquas preposilUras 
ccclesie sive canonicas, gratis ct absque omni venalitate disponat. 
Prcbendas eliam, que canon icc diculltu r, sine venaliwlc distri-

5 bum. Quisquis etiam ea pretia dcdcrit, quisquis pretio acceperil, 
deposi tioni subiaceal. 

ii. pmml. Vb; vi. pmem. Vq 1 episcopatus su iJ I. 1- 2 archid .{tios SliP. lill. ) 
RI, arch idiaconatios R2 2 dccaniasl d iaconias ~1C </J 3 si\'cl sue C B 
canonicas] sc add. e B 4 ctiallli et .JL 1>Va 5 etiaml autclll C HJ L ~ tC R Vb 
Vq; ct </JVa pret io om. R2 6 dcpositioniJ anathcmatique add. CB 



The Decisions of Melfi 

Subiunxit dcindc atque ail: 
( Ie) Ut unica Domini noslri sponsa" sine macula Cl rugab per­
maneat, 
(2) sacrorum canonum inslitutaC renovantcs prccipimus ut a sub-
diaconalUS tempore nulli lictal carnale commcrciumd cxercere. 5 
Quod qui deprchensus fuerit ordinis sui pcriculum sustinebil.c 

1-2 Subiunxit lInicaJ Ut uniea ILLnica R; t ullica Vq~) I Subjiullxil (/.lPa deniquc 
eB "b; demum $\'a 2 l;tl om. sId una litlera nunc obliUn-ala olim inunithalu, alltt lIni.a 

C B; iii. pmI'm. Vb et] aUl R Vb \ 'q 4 sanctorum :-'(C rcvocames anti 

(0". R I 4-5 tempore subdiaconatus R \'q 6 fui l :\IC 

Coil. call. (A, fol. 150'): 1-2 Subiunx it-unicaJ Crbanus II prcsidens :\lclfcnsi sinodo dixit. 
T unica 2 nostril Ihcsu Christi add. 5 commcrciuml ofliciulll 6 peri-
culum] sui add. 

a Domini nostri spollsa: cf.JK 255, c. 10, cd. Coust,lOt , J:.plSlo/at, 630;.1 1. :).~o3 (IP 2.10.). 5, 
no. 2), data 8/\,111 / 1089: ad ChriJli SpollSt u/j/italnn ... disposuimus . b macula tI ruga: 
cf. Ephes. 5:27;JK 255, Co 10, cd. Coustant; f\ubruslinum (cr. Dec. Grat. C. 24, q. I , Co 20 et 
C. 32, q. 4, c. 2); .11. 1919 (Gregori i VII), Regisler, cd. Ca.-.par, 223, lin. 29 31. ~ Cf. 
Comment. ad canones infra. d ((jrna/t comlllf'Trilllll: cf . .JK 25.'), Co 9 , cd. Coustant; 
Concil. Claromontell. (a. 109S), cd. Somerville, Oemla, 91. .. ptrifll/llm Stislinebil: cf. 
Dip,esl. Juslinimli. 18.6.1. 

(3) i\emo prete rea ad sacrum ordincm permiuatur accedcrc niSI 

au t vi rgo aut probatc sit castitat is, ct qui usque ad subdiaconatum 
un icam et virgincm uxorem habueriL <i 

iii i. pro~m. Vb; viii. pranll. \ 'q 1 sacros ordines allit COfT. tP\'a permiualUrj 
presumat CB 3 uxorem habucri t \ irginem tP\ 'lI (/l\ 'r 

Coli. (all. (A. fol. 15'!r; G , D. 32, c. 1'1: 1T, 3.10.).): Idem ~Iddensi Sinodo presidells ail , 
leap. 3.J c. X II. Ad sacros ordines non accedit, nisi ui rgo, aut probatac cast itatis. prann. G; 
Urhanus II i\ leldensi (:'. lelfellSi A) sinodo presidcns dixit. (a it A 1T0). prarm. A 1TL 1T0; 
Urbanus II l\le1densi synodo. pmt1l1. 1T Pi 1 prete rca 0111. A G 1T 2 sit om. 1T 

a Cf.J K 255, c. 13, cd. Coustant , J:pist%t,633: 01i ... si probabi/ilrr li.uril. 11110 lallium. tl 
to, quam mgmnll ... ptrapml. U:O;Oft cOlllrntus. aco{)'lhus tl subdiacolIlIs tSM dtbrbil. 

(4) 19itur ut hee annucntc Domino valca nt eonscrvari , sa nClOrurn 
patrum deerctis;l obsecundalllcs el corum precepta apostolico 
moderamine temperalllcs, constituimus ut nemo antc annos xv 
aut xiiii subdiaeonus ordinetur, nemo ante annos xx diaconus fia l, 
ncmo alllC annos xxx in presbi tcrum consceretur. Rcsponderunt : 5 
iusta ct canoniea dcfinitiob ab omnibus observclllf. 

(/l COllont l'(l((/f; i1lvrnitur ill Cll. R. l'b, 1(/. ,I oddi/llr fIi( f\ C/3 Item. praml. C B; vi iii. 
praem. Vq 3 temperantcsl templantes add. R I; tcmptantes \'q an no CB 
4 ante am. en; if. '(,',sta Romalla, fCeltsiat' (ut supra. ClIp. 2, Stet. f'.b). ,d. 10.: Fralld." .llGlf U t i 
2.-fl5 16 xxJ IS vel LJ. R; xx\' aut vel "q xxiiii \'b \'q 5 anno~J antios l"fT' 

~} Se(' abo\'e, Ch. 3 11.19. 
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eB in sup. fill. Vb 
tUf. om. R Vq 

Responderunt] omllcs add. Vb 
6 iuxta eR 

5--6 Rcsponderunt obscrvc-

" Cf. Comment. ad GUlOllCS infra. b Cr. Con.il. Roman . Papac Nichobi I (a . 862), 
in Ilia ",Vic/wlai, LP, cd. Duchesne 2.157- 8: . surrexit saIlcia J)'1IOdus et (ribus viribus au/mllaml: 

'Rrctum iudicium swnmi pTtsulis, iusta dijjinilio /olius pas/oris I:';rc/esiat' .. . omnibus plaerl'. 

Eadem die talia a sum decreta coram sinodo promuigala. 

folummodo ill eB 

a Cf. supra, Sect. iii.b. 

(5) l'\ullus laicus decimas suas aut ccclesiam aut quicquid ecclesi­
astici iuris es t sine consensu episcopi vel Romani concessione 
pontificis ll10nastcriis aut canonicis offcrrc presumat. Quod si quis 
CplSCOpUS inprobita tis e1 avaritie causa consenti re noluerit, 

5 Romano pontifici nuntietur et cum eius licentia quod off'erendum 
est oAcratur. 

Ex sinodo dompni Urbani pap!? apud !>. Ielfiarn die iiii capi tulum i. praml. Tl ; v ./naem. 

Vb; x. praclII . Vq 1 ecclt·sit (/)Va 2 COllSt"IlSU ] sui add. T l 3 monastcri-
is oflerreJ 1l1onastii s ~!f1errt C ll si qu is] quis JU/i . fill . Vb 3-6 Quod-oflCralur. 
om. "1" 1 4 ttJ vel Cll 5 eius] cis (/)Pa que T 2 qui ofTcrcndus 
(1)Va oflendum CB 6 offerat. R 

(6) Nulllls abbas, nullus ecclesiarum preposiluS, que iuris sunt 
ecclcsiastici a laicis accipcrc sine ep iscopi concessione prcsumat. 

en rallOlI' varal ii. praml. '1',: vi. praem. Vb: xi. prarm. Vq 1 abba R Vq 
1- 2 ccr lcsiasl iri sun l Vb 2 a laic-is 0111. R accipcrc 0111 . "1"1 

(7) Nullus abbas pretium exigere ab eis, qui ad converSlOnem 
veniunt , aliqlla placiti occasione presumat. 

Cll raTlOlle varal iii. /naem. '1' [; vii. pmem. Vh; xii. Inanll. Vq 
prctiuml PITSLllllal add. el mu. Vb prcl ium abbas arciperc tPVa tPVr 
salionem T[ 

abba R Vq 
conver-

Col!. rail. (G , C. I , q. 2, C. 3 palcal: fUnde Urban us Papa in Concilio arun ,\ Ielfiam, c. 
12.l PAI.L\. c. Ill . Dc eonem. praem. cd. Friedberg uqufl/J Ed. ROil/ali. 1 prClium] 
sumerc vel add. 2 paCl i presu maLl ele. add.. Jed (f mpm, Cap. 21/. 4'. 

(8) lIlud summopere e l aposLOlice aucLOrilatis privilegioa pro­
hibentes et providcntcs intcrdicimus ut nu ll us in clericali ordine 
cons titutus, nullus monachus, episcopatus aut abbatie aut cui us­
libet ecclesiast icc dignitaris investiruram de manu laic i susClpere 

5 aucleat. Quod qui presumpserit depositione multetur . 
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\"iii.IJfaem. Vb 1- 2 . . hill . 
prohlbenles el pro\'ldenlesJ el pro~cl1les R I; problbelltes R2 

2 inlerdicamus null us C B 3 cpiscopatus sup.lill. RI 5 qu i] si R Vq 

a aposlulire auclori/alis privilfgio: cf. Deusdcdil, ' Prologus', ad CoIl. (([IWI/WII . cd. \\'011" \"Oll 
Clam·ell, 2: Itaquc 1'/1,0 allcl(/rila/I:~ i/Hius ri.e. Romane ecdcsic ] pn·uilrgillm ... pa/(:fartrr fllpiellS . 

(9) Quia nO\"lllll hoc tempore c1ericorum acephalorum genus 
emers it , qui moranlur in curiis et viris et fcmini s ad sui ordinis 
dedecus subdi ti, cu m in canonibus<l eautum sit ne quis sine licentia 
episcopi c1ericus nee cpiscopus sine metropoJitani curiam adeat, 
precipientes precipim us et prohibentes prohibemus ne quis 5 
ulterius huiusmodi ret ineat , sed proceres ab episeopis animarum 
suarum procuralOres cler icos poslulem, et episeopi iussione pro 
tempore ac viciss im in curiis converscnlur. Ipsis ilaque omnino 
in terdicimus ne decimis procerum sine concessione sui episcopi 
abutalllur. 10 

iiii. pwm. T !; \'ii ii. proem. Vb: xiii. pmr1ll. Vq I Quia] \"era add. CB R TI Vb Vq 
g('nus ileral CB 2 quae anlfforr. R ! ("uri~ cn adl ci (I". ad marg. ) R: a \ 'q 
4 si neJ sive cn Illelropolilan~ (PPa: Illclropolilano R 5 prccipicllIcs] pro-
h ibenles f/lVa f/l Vr el prohib('lllus 0111 . (PVa tPVr 6 uhcrius 0111. R 
rctineat huiuslllodi R Vq 7 proQcura!ores C Il; procures R ; pnx:uralOres animarurn 
suarum Vb poslulel f/l Vp; poslLl!arcl R ('II si R Vq 8 con\'crsctur 
tPVa 4>Vr; conve rt en tur R lpsi en 9 procerum dccimis tPVa sui sup. 
!ill. Vb 

~ Cr. Comment. ad ca nones infra. 

( 10) Preterea constilUill1l1s ne qU1S eplscop us aut primas 
ll10nachum quemlibet vagantem in sua dioccsi provlllClavc 
retincat, nisi abba ti s proprii rcgularitera litteris fu erit com menda­
tus. Responsum es t ab omnibus, fi at. 

Item. pmem. C B; x. praml. Vb; xiiii. praem" Vq aut 0111. R 2 monachum] 
I"lIer-i! lill('ris regu­

fllerit om. f/lVa !/lVr 
eSI 011/. "1"2 

aut add. tPVr 3 nisi] ah add. Vq proprii Slip. lill. RI 
lariter cn R Vb Vq; fueri! regularite r litleris T 2 
4 Responsu m fial. om. R Vq Rcspollsus 4> Pa (P\'p 

Coli. rall.(Z ): Ex condio t-. ldfi.ano. Urban liS papa. pmem. Prelere<l q uis] .\IlIllus 
2 \'aCanlem 3 flleril lit1eris ITgulari!cr 4 RCSPOllSWI'l fiat. 0111 . 

• ! Cf. Reg. Benedicti, cap. 61. 

Sex to demum die postquam diutius cst de ll10ribus ecclesie dispu­
tatum adiullxit: 
(I I) Ne gravamen aliquod sancta patiatur ccclesia, nullum laic is in 
clericos ius csse VOlUlllUS el ccnsemus. Uncle cavendlllll cst ne 
scrvilis conditionis aut curialillll1 offic iorulll obnoxii ab episcopis .) 
promoveamur in clerulll , ncque lieeat laicis exactionclll aJiqualll 
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pro ecclesic bcncficiis aut pro paternis malcrnisve faculta tibus 
q llc rcrc. Quod si forte clcricorulll aliquis cuiusiibcl laici posses· 
sionibus usus fucrit , a ut vicarium, qui debitum reddat , IIl vcnial 

10 aut possessione caelat nc gravamen ecd csic infc ratur. 

xi. pranfl. Vb diulius cst om. </)Va (/)Vr eSI om. Vb 1- 2 S('xI O ad i-
unxi t] om. R Vq dispuW.llllll] CSt add. $ Va (" Vf Vb 3 b'T<I\ 'amina aliqua 
(" \'a: g\',ull aliq C/l \'r ccdcsiam 4>Pa nullis 4>\'a $ \'r 3-4 ius l:lieis in 
ckricos esse R Vq 6 t"xacliOlU' aliqlla (/JVa <P\"r 7 iX' llcficii C B pr0(2) 
om. (1)''01 (/>Vr pro palanis] prOlcrnis Vq malern is\'cJ malcrni slIe jortos5t 
(/lPa, lonl <PVp, anll (orr. R I 8 quercre om. C/J"a (/>Vr fOrlcr{?) allit corr. Rr; 
foril Vq 9 debitum 0111 . (PVa 10 possessionclll (/l" a cedat C B ¢lVp R 
Vb Vq: d da, tPPa; conccda! (/)"a (/)\'r beneficiis(?) (allfi'II./lOst h .... avamen R r 

(12) Porro eos, qui a subdiaeonatu uxoriblls vaeare vollicrin t, ab 
omni sacra QI-dine removcmus, o fficioq ue atquc beneficio eecles ic 
ea rcre deee rnimus. Q uod si ab episeopo eommoni ti non sc cor­
rexcrim , principibus licentiam indulgc ITIus ut corum fcminas 

.') mancipclll servitu ti. S i vera cpiscopi conscnse ri lll eorum pravita ti­
bus, ipsi o ffici i in te rclictione multcntur. 

Ali ud. /mum. JL; I!ClTl. pml'lll . e B; xiii . /nGi'm. Vb I Porro om. JL cos 01/1 . 

</>"a </>Vr qu ia Gilti' COlT. R r a subdi acona lul PUS! suhrliaco niU111 cn 
v:\c:lre \·olue.:rin tl v<leave run! .] I, volue ri!! l l vo lucr il (/)Va; \'o luerit li t R 
2 rClllon :amliS R oflicio "b: oflinoqllC" " q atq ue.:1 ac r/JVa (/>Vr Vb 
('cclesie.: 0111. '1''2 3 carc re.: /JI/I . (/>"a sc" 011/. en "1"2 3-5 Q uod 5i S(' r\"i tll-
ti. /JII/ • .JL 4 inciulgl' lIllIsl tribllimtls en 5 cpiscopo en conSCIl ("as. ill 
jill. Ii".), conS(""nserinl en 5--6 pri\'a tibus llllli' (OTT. R I 6 ipsi 
mlll!l' lI lUrl a suis se 1I0\'Cl"ili l officiis ill tc rdiClos. J I. 

C/JII. (mI . {A , fol. 149 ': G, D. 3'2. (".10; :"T , ~~. I or ; Z): Crballus II ill s}'llodo apud :\ Id fiam. 
pmtlll. A IT ; C .x. Bcneficio e t o fli tio ("ilJ"('a!H , qui post d iacollat1l111 u .'~oribu s uaC<l 1l1. It t' lll 

C rbanus II. in Sinodo apud :\lelfiam, Icap.12.J p raelll . G; C rha nus II in sinodo apud 
i\ ldfiam. praflll . 1. 1 Porro om. A G 1T I Ho~ 1TO a subdiacolla tuj pOSt 
subck .(suhdc) A; POSt d iaWllaturn G IT I. volut: ritltl tlo luerinl1T Pi 2 oITitio G 
3 clt-('I"('vim us G S(' om. A 1T Z 4 ind ulgelJlll ~ lic('nt ia m G 5 st:fvilul is 
Z 6 ollieii ip. i . 0 

( 13) Et lit omnia sca nda la , om ncs occasioncs la icis subtra ha lll llr, 
sc issis vcstlblls c1cr icos abuti u lterius prohibcmlls, et ne pomposis 
indua ntur eXLI viis acill1oncll1l1s. Pensa nciull1 namquc cst quanta 
viri flagitio a scribant ur: a qu ibus cu ravit pasto r ccclcsie etiam fCll1i-

5 nas prah ibcre dicc ns/' ' i\"on in veste prctiosa ' , Quod Dominus 
ipse vitupcrans nobisq uc cavendum insinua ns a il,b 'Qui mollibus 
induU11lur in cio ll1 ibus rcgull1 sum' . 

xii i. PfaI'llJ. Vb I subl rantur r/JVp 2 i1buti ("[aicos prohibe llllls ultcrius 
tPVa <l>Vr et en1lul!. </)Va po nposis C B 3 est namque C B R '1'2 \ 'b Vq 
q uanta C B '1'2 4 viri l viris C B R (vires alltuOIT. R I) T 2 Vb Vq ; viri (iiiri call(fll. ) </>I'a 
(if. 11. 113 , Cap. 5): iuris (viris (Q 1I(tll. ) tPVa; iuri tPVp asc riba tur C B ae 1'2 
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curam R 
quam (/>Va R 
sunt C B 

etialll1 l' t (/)Va R 5 diccIls1 d ictis (dicclls ma,~. ) (/>\'a Quod1 
Dominus JUp . lin. (/> \ 'a; 0 1/1 , (/>Vr 7 induuntur SUIH ,] v. i. D, r, 

induunlur] \'('stiuntur R T 2 Vb \ 'q 

~ cr. I T im. 2:9. h cr, J.ue. 7: 25 et ;" laH. 11 :8. 

( 14) Presbilerorum fil ios a sacris a lta ris minisleriis remo\'endos 
decernimus, nisi aut in ccnobiis aUl in canonicis religiose probat i 
fuerint conversari. 

xiii i. praml. Vb; en', pral'lII. '1'1 I saeri " b 
0111. CB relllovt'ndo RI; rCnlOllcndo Vq 
(/>Pa 

altaribus cn 
2 in (2) om. en 

ministeriis 
3 eo\'{' r~ari 

Coil. call . (A rol. 132V; J , 6. 110; G, D. 56, e. I; Tr. 3.51 : Z): Crbartus II ;"l clrertsi sinodo 
presidcns ail. pral ll/. A; Decretum G regorii VII el Urbani II (II om. Tr L), Dc fi liis saccrdo· 
tu lll . praml. LI Tr l.; Uncle l.,' rban us Papa II. ait: c. 1. Fi lii prcsbiterorulll a saeris ordinibus 
rCllloucnlur. pran /l . C; Ex decreti s Gregorii VII ct Urbani II. Dc fili is sarcrdotulll , Quod 
filii presbitcrorulll nOll ~ in t ordinandi nisi probale vile rucrilll. praml. nO; Grcgorius VII ('I 
Crbanus II. praml. nPi; I)c filii s presbilcronllll. Urbanus II. pmem. Z I saeri Ll n Pi 
1- 2 r(' lllo\'cndos dccernimusJ rel11o\'cmus G 2 canonicisl regularibus add, J Tr 

( 15) A suis episcopis cxcommun icatos a b ali is rec ipi magnopere 
prohibemlls. 5 , {" II I 51 ' II .. UbI. (., B ~L. 

I 2 Z I , 
hem pmi'm. e ll; X\. pmnll. " b "q 

al ios R2 
I A om. CB l'piscopis 01/1. l/>V" 

( 16) Sane quia inter cetera unum est q uod sanctam ma.x ime 
penurba t ccclesiam, fa lse videlicet penilentie, confrat rcs nostros 
episcopos ct prcsbitcros admonemtls ne falsis penitentiis laicorum 
animas decipi ct in infernum penra hi patiantur. Falsam a utem 
pcnitentiam esse constat cum spretis pluribus de uno solo peni- 5 
tentia agitur, aut cum sic agitur de UIlO ut non discedatur de a lio. 
Unde scriptum est ':l 'Qui 10lam legem observaverit, offendit 
autem in uno, fac tus cs t omnium reus', scilicet quantum ad vitam 
eternam . Sicut enim si peccatis esset omnibus involulUS ita si in 
uno lamum maneal eterne vite ianuam non intrabi t. Fa lsa etiam 10 

fi t pcni tc ntia cum pcni tcns a b officio, ve l curia Ii vel ncgotial i, non 
recedi t, quod sine pcccatis agi ulla ratione non prC\'alel, aut si 
odium in corde gcstetur, a ut si non offen so cuil ibet satis fi at, aut 
si non offendenti offensus ind ulgeat, aut si ann a COntra q uis 
iustitiam gcrat. 15 

xvi. pram. Vb; capitulum vi. pranll. T l 1 Sana C B cctcros R Vq 
sanctam 0 11/. '1'1 maxilllC sanctam R Vq 2 nostrosJ Ct add. C il Vb '1'1 
3 sPiscoposJ archiepiscopos (/>Va; cocpiscopos <t>Vr laicorumJ clcricorm '1'1 
4 re cipi Tl in sup. l ill. R l infcrnumJ animas add. (/>Va (/)Vr pl'OIrail i C B 
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R '1' 1. post (0"-. rx pl.: rtrahi (/>\,,, 4-5 autc.:1ll IX'lli t('nt ia add. til. fIIUII. q>\'a : 0111. (/)Vr 
5 ClI rll 'fl'. Slip. lill. I'/>\ 'a ~ pr('ti;; add. margo (b\'a: (onsprc!is T 2 pluribus] pee-
catis plurihus $ \ "a; peccalis add. '1'[ 6 lH] ct fill" (orr. R I ut de uno eB 
de(2)1 ah '1'1 Yb 7 obscrvarit '1' [: obscrwri l '1'2; servanT i! R \'q oITenda l 
(1)\'01 CPVr , pos!(un. rrofkndit '1'2: ollL'nderi! T l 8 factum Vq 9 t:tlillll pcci(?) 
((IlIffl/. R I omnibus ('sse! (P\'a T l in 0111. (/>Pa, .fUp. !ill. RI 10 llland;n 
(II/It' COTT. R J Cliarnll'n illl (/>Va; om. R; aulcm T i ll fit 0111. '1'2 pcnitcn-
lia fit T [ pcn il lls R officioJ ollieiali <P\'a (/>\'r cural i (PV.. non 
om. $\'r 12 quod] qui R ullal nulla en 11>\ 'a R ratiol1e QIII. <bV" 
13 g('s\('\ R sa lisfaciat (/> \'r aut (2)1 au (P Pa 14 offcndcntiJ offenderi! 
R \'q on~ndclllis oHensis CB flui ;;J rrp. sup. lill. mfllllljortasM rtcm{;ort </JI)a: om. 
$\·a <P\'r quis contra R T Vb \ 'q 14-15 cont ra gentJ nisi pro t'cclcsie 
oportlln il<HC feral. cn 

( '011 {(III , (Z): Urballus 11./I((IfllI, 2 IlOstroSJ ct add. 3 clcricorulll 6 dis-
c('dat 7 olkmlcril 10--11 autem pc nilcnlia lit H quis contra 

~ J ac. 2: 10. 

Interim du m agcrclllur hee Rogcrius dux domino u rbano papc 
iuravi t, cuius iuramcl1I i tcnor infra inseript um cst. 

solummodo in eB 

Addendum! 

5 

'5 

, j llem in codem eoncilio omni modis preccpit ut si quis in cpisco­
pum Illanus inicccrit cumque, q uod dici nefas est, capcrc pre­
sumpserit, iuxta sanClOrum patru lll tradi tionclll" proprii on oris 
digniratc pri \·ctur, ct dcpositis annis pcrpclUa exilii dampnat ione 
muitetur vel in monasteriulll Domino semper scrvit urus dctru­
datur. , Si quis vero prcsbi terum aut diaeonem vel subdiachonelll 
vel clericum quemlibct ecperi t, tamdiu cxeomunieatus perma neat 
donee contllme liam caption is pro saerilegio rcs titua l. Bona vero 
clericorum si q uis absw leri t in q uadruplum emcndarc eogatuL 
Bona autcm episcoporllm aut clericorum, que ipsi post mortcm 
dimiserint , ita manea l1l sieul ipsi in suprcmo fin e ordinavcrint , illis 
omnimodo proflltura, quibus ipsi ea rcl iq ucrinl. Quod si quis ex 
rebus iliorulll aliquit deripcre (?) vel a li ter ut statu tum cst even cre 
tcmptaverit , tamdiu exeomuniecwr donee pro saerilegio cmendel. 
, j ltem instituit lit IllI11us dcinccps ex militia ncq ue ex minoribus 
ordinibus in cpiseopum promoycatur, nisi prius antc an num sub­
diaehonus all l diacoll lls sive presbiter fuc rit ordina tus. 

,so/ummodo in T2 

a Cf, Comment. ad ca nones infra, 
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Addendum II. 

:\Iullus in duabus ccclcsiis preposiluram obtineat, Cl cuiuslibct 
hono rem altero vivente per a liquam occasion em Ilullus adquirat. 
Quod si quis fccerir ilium honorem, cui post mortem alterius 
putaba! succedere, nu lla tenus habeat , C1 ad altcrius ecclcsiastici 
honoris ambitum non asccndat. 5 

50lUI1III1odo in <: Ex concilio !>. Iclfia no L:rbani pape. pra~m. 

(Vll T RA NS L A TIO N 

The comments about translation to be found a t the end of the 
Int roduction to Part I a lso apply to the canons of Melfi. Those remarks 
can be consulted, but readers arc reminded tha t an effort has been made 
to fo llow the Larin textS in as li teral a manner as seem ed feasible. 

In the year of the Lord 's Incarnation 108g, in the second year of 
the pontificate of the lord Pope Urban, in the twelfth indiction, 
on 10 September, by his order a synod of seventy bishops and 
twelve abbots was assembled in the city of .Melfi in Apulia. 

On the second day thesc chapters were published.a 

a Sec n. 4'2, above. 

( I a) Being in harmony with the decisions of the holy fa thers, on 
behalf or' God and his apostles we command that hencefort h no 
one should strive to gain the episcopal dignity either by payment 
give n or promised, or by service rendered with that intention, or 
by prayers, nor should anyone grant it on the afo resaid terms. 
vVc add by the authority of aposto lic power the very same thing 
concerning every ecclesiastical di!,rnity or office. Otherwise both 
donor and recipiclH should be stripped of lhe dignity of his own 
order. 

~ See J. F. Nienneyer, it at., i.tx;tOTl . 767, 110. IS, for t X parle meaning 'in the name or. 

( Ib) 'rhe bishop should dispose gratis and without any venal ity of 
all members of his bishopric, namely archdeaconries, archpres­
bytcries, 56 deaneries, and any provostships of the church or of the 
canons. He also should distribute without venali ty the prebends 
which are called canonries.a \ Vhoever, furth ermore, givcs and 

.lo6 Although it is done here, rendering these terms. wh ich mean ' the positions of 
archdeacon' etc., with one English word creates some awkwardness. 
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whoever receives these things for a price should be subject to 
deposition. 

a ror (he term canol/ica 10 designate the prebend or a canon see Alille/faieinischeJ WO'rter_ 
buck (:'. l unich, 19G9)2 . ~.u82 . 

He then added to this and said: 
(Ie) So that rhe uniq ue bride of our Lord Illay remain without 
stain and wrinkle, 

(2) renewing the leachint,TS of the sacred canons we command that 
from the time of the subdiaconate it should be permiued to no one 
to engage in carnal relations. But whoever is caugh t wi ll risk losing 
his order. 

(3) No one, furthermore, should be allowed to advance to a sacred 
order unless he is a virgin or of proven chastity, and up to the sub­
diaconate had one wife and she a virgin. 

(4) T herefore so that these things, the Lord gran ting, can be 
upheld, complying with the decrees of the holy fathers and tern· 
pering their commands with apostolic moderation we constitute 
tha t no one should be ordained a subdeacon before he is 15, or 14 
years old, no one should be made a deacon before he is 20, no one 
should be ordaineda a priest before he is 30. They responded: 'A 
j ust and canonical definit ion to be observed by all. ' 

a (OnSfCTe!ur. for the illlercbangeablc usc of ordinalio and (ollStcralio in the eleventh and 
twelfth centuries sec above, Part I , C B 8 Texts, n, 35, 

On the same day decrees of this sort were promulgated before the 
synod .a 

a See n. 42, above. 

(5) No layman should presume to offer to monasteries or to 

canons his tithes or a church , or whatever belongs to ecclesiastical 
law, without consent of the bishop or concession of the Roman 
pontiff. But if any bishop because of unscrupulousness and avarice 
is unwilling to agree, it should be announced to the Roman pontiff 
and wi th his permiss ion let what ough t to be offered be offered. 

(6) No abbot, no provost of churches, should p resume to receive 
from the laity things which belong to ecclesiastical law without 
concession of the bishop. 

(7) No abbot should presume to demand a payment under any 
pretext of agreement from those who enter the religious life. 
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(8) Attending to this especially, and prohibiting it by the privilege 
of apostolic authority, we forbid that anyone constituted in the 
clerical order or any monk should dare to receive investiture of a 
bishopric or an abbey, or any ecclesiastical dignity whatsoever, 
from the hand of a layman. \rVhoever presumes to do so should be 
punished by deposition. 

(9) Because in this lime a new variety of acephalous clerics has 
emerged, who reside at courts, subject, to the shame of their 
order, to both men and women, although in the canons it is estab­
lished that no cleric without permission of the bishop, no bishop 
widlOli t permission of the metropolitan, should go to a court, com­
manding we command and prohibiting we prohibit that no one 
henceforth shou ld retain someone of this sort. But magnates 
should request from bishops clerics as caretakers of their souls, 
and by order of the bishop they should live at courts temporarily 
and by turns. ' '''e absolutely forbid them, accordingly, to avail 
themselves of the tithes of magnates without concession of thei r 
bishop. 

(10) \Ve constitute, furthermore, that no bishop or primate should 
re tain a wandering monk of any sort in his diocese or province, 
unless, in accordance with the Rule , he was commended by a 
letter from his own abbot. It was responded by all, ' Let it be done '. 

At length on the sixth day, after it was debated more extensively 
about the customs of the church, he added: 

(11) Lest the holy church should suffer any injury we wish and we 
decree that rhe laity have no jurisdiction over clerics. \!\Therefore 
care ought to be taken tha t those under the obligation of servile 
status or curial offices should not be promoted by bishops into the 
clergy, neither should it be permitted for the lai ty to seek any 
exaction for benefices of the church or for paternal or maternal 
bequests [to the church]. But if perchance any cleric has used the 
possessions of any layman, lest injury be inflicted on the church 
either le t him find a deputy who will render what is owed or le t 
him give up the possession. 

(12) I n addition we remove from every sacred order those who 
from the subdiaconate wish to have leisure for wives, and we 
decree that they be without office and benefice of rhe church. But 
if, warned by the bishop, they fail to cOITeCl themselves, we give 
permission to rulers that they subject their women to servitude. 
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But if bishops consent to their depravities, they themselves should 
be pun ished by interdiction of olTice. 

(13) And so thal all causes of offence, all suspicions be removed 
from the laity, we prohibit clerics henceforth to wear cut clothing, 
and we admonish that they should nOt dress in ornate garments. 
For, indeed, it ought to be weighed carefully with how much dis­
grace men would be marked: the pastor of the church took pains 
to prohibit e"en women from these things saying, ' ;\lot with pre­
cious clothing' . The Lord himself censuring this and showing us 
that it ought to be avoided said, 'Those who are attired in delicate 
thingsa arc in the halls of kings'. 

" .I!allia also can tnt'all thill,l,tS 'ene-minatc ' o r 'unmanly', and the passag(' ('ould bl.: trallS­
tHed a~ 'those \\ho af(' t'ntwinl.:d \\ ith en;:minatt' things'. 

(14) \Ve decree Ihal sons of priests should be removed from the 
sacred ministries of the altar, unless they 11(\\"e been shown to li\'e a 
religiolls life in monasteries or in hOllses of canons, 

( 15) " 'e prohibit emphatically that those excommunicated by 
their own bishops be received by others. 

( 16) Indeed because among other things there is one which 
especially disturbs the holy church, namely fal se penances, we 
admonish our brother bishops and priests that they should not 
permi t the souls of the laity to be deceived and dragged into hell 
by false penances, It is clear that penance is false when, many 
[sins] having been disregarded, penance is done for only one, or 
when it is done for one in such a way that another not be given lip. 
\ '\ 'hence it is written, ' \Vho would observe the whole law but 
olTcnds in one thing is made guilty of all' , that is to say as far as 
eternal life is concerned. For just as if a person were ensnared by 
all sins, thus ifhe remains in one only he will not enter the door of 
eternal life. False penance is e\'en done when a penitent does not 
wi thdraw from an office, either curial or mercantile, which ('annot 
by any reasoning be performed without sins; or if hatred is har­
boured in the heart; or if satisfaction is not made to someone who 
has been offended; or if ha\-ing been olTe ndcd a person docs not 
forgive the oOender; or if anyone bears arms against justice. 

I\leanwhile at thc same time thcse things wcrc happening Dukc 
Roger lOok an oath 10 thc lord Pope Urban , the text of which is 
written below. 

Likewise in lhc same council he commanded by all means lhal if 
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anyone lays hands on a bishop and, what is horrible to be uttered, 
presumes to seize him, according to the tradition of the holy 
fathers he should be stripped of the dignity of his own office, and 
having put down arms be punished by the permanent condemna­
tion of exile, or thrust into a monastery always to serve the Lord. If 
anyone seizes a priest, or a deacon, or a subdeacon, or any cieric, 
he should remain excommunicated until, on behalf or the injUly of 
captivity, he makes restitution for sacrilege. If anyone steals the 
goods of clerics he should be compelled to make restitution four­
fold. The goods, however, of bishops or clerics which they leave 
after death should be disposed of just as they arranged at the end, 
LO be used entirely by those to whom they bequeathed them. BUI if 
anyone attempts to seize or to divert any of their possessions in a 
manner otherwise than was prescribed, he should be excommuni­
cated until he makes amends for sacrilege. Likewise he decreed 
that no one henceforth should be promoted to be a bishop either 
from sinfulness or from minor orders. and unless at least a year 
beforehand he was ordained as a subdeacon or a deacon or a 
priest. 

No one should obtain a provostship in two churches, and no one 
under any pretext should acquire anyone's office while that person 
is alive. If someone does this he should by no means have that 
office to which he thought to succeed after the death of the other, 
and he should nor ascend to embrace another ecclesiastical office. a 

" For this bs\line scc eh. 5, below. 
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