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I NTRO D UCTION 

In Len t of 1139 a general council was summoned by Pope Innocent I I and held 
in the Lateran basilica l

. As we know, the synod had been convoked rhe previous 
yea r; for rhe papal legates in England2 and Spain) pressed the bishops and abbms 
to go to the council. Thus, a good number of fath ers, at least five hundred, met in 
Rome. One of these carne fro m the East, the pat riarch of Antioch, but he was a 
Latin4

• \'\fith the pope presiding the council began on 2 April and it seems to have 
ended before 17 April, as far as we can judge from the sourcess. 

This council is called "genera l" in the records and morc frequently " plenary" 
by Innocent himself6. H owever, there is a doubt as to its ecumcnicity for the 
same reasons that affect Lateran 17. 

The Roman church, w hich for a long t ime had been divided in its obedicnce 
between Innocent II (1130- 1143) and AnaclelUs II (1130- 1138), seems to have 
overcome schism and factionali sm, and indeed to have recovered its peace. This 
was due to the death of Anacletus in 11 38 and the efforts of Berna rd of 
Clairvaux, who had fo ught with the utm OSt zea l on behalf of Innocent for the 
restoration of unity. But Innocent, perhaps upset by the agreements which 
Anacletus had arrivcd at, vigorously cited and condemned Anacletus's part in 
lhe evil affairs, an action which seems to have provoked a complaint fro m 
Bernard9

. 

I There arc no su rviving acts of the counci l and very little can be surm ised from the records 
and chron icles. T he sources arc collected in H-L 5/ 1, 721 - 722; but see also. Bernhardi 154 n. 
12; Dialogus de pontiJicaw Sll11ctae Romanae ecclesia€', in MG H Libelli, II I Hanover 1897, 
534 ; Gerhoh of Reichersberg, ibid., 290, 291. 
2 See Richard of H exham, De gestis regis Stephani, cd . R. Ho wlett (Rolls series 82/3), London 
1886, 175- 177. 
l See Historia CompostcI!mw, ed. E. Flora (Espaila sagrada 20) , Madrid 1765,597-598 (Pl 
170, 1236). 
~ See Bernhardi 154 n. 12; H · L 5/1, 722 n. I ; DThC 8/2,2638; see also Tang1205- 110 (on the 
patriarch of Antioch see G. Mittardl i and A. Costadoni. A,males Camald'llenses ... , IV 
Venice 1759, 614). 
S See especially Histor;a CompostelLAna, op. cit., 598; H ·L 5/ 1. 721; DThC 8/2, 2638. 
~ See pope Innocent II , EpisLOlae f.'t privi/egia, PL 179, 450.459,462 Uaffe 8007, 8016, 8017). 
8 See above p. 187. 

See canon 30, below p. 203 (his earlier name was Pete r Picrlconi). Palk of Benevcnto (i n L.A. 
Muratori, Rer. Ita/. Scr;pt., V Mi lan 1724, 127) says that kin g Roger of Sicily was also excom
rnunicatcd by the council. Concerning some other opi ni ons of lhe council fathers see H· L 5/1, 
738. 

9 See letter 213 (PL 182. 378). 
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Some heretics were also condemned by the fath ers. namely those who fol_ 
lowed the monk H emy1o, and canons were enacted concerning the reform of the 
church. The pope and the cou ncil fathers, fo llowing the example and mind of 
Pope Gregory VII , took up a good many canons which had been established by 
previous council s, with a view to restoring ecclesiastical disc ipline to an unble_ 
mished state. They furnish a sort of body of precepts for rhe whole church , taken 
from councils in the ti mes of Gregory VII (canon 10), Urban II (canons 3, 
21 - 22), Call istus II (canons 3,7,23-25) and especiall y Innocent II (canons \, 
4-7, 9- 12, 14-20). Gratian included many of them shortly afterwards in his 
Decrees (canons 2, 4-6, 8, 19 -2 1, 26 -28 and parts of 7, 10, 12,15- 16, 18,22). 
Orderi c Vita lis, however, was sceptica l about thei r effecti veness in practicc li , 

Baronius was the first to print the thirty canons (Annales ecclesiastici 12, 1607, 
277 -280), having taken them fro m two manuscript codices ("a register of the 
Vat ican li brary and a Vatican codex of decrees") . T he Roman ed itors shortly 
after produced a more accurate vers ion (Rm 4, 1612, 21 -23), from " manuscript 
codices of the Va tican li brary and of Anthony A ugust ine of Tarragona"j this 
was copied by all later editions, as we have verified, though with some erro rs, 
These later ed itions are as follow" Bn' 312 (161 8) 487-489; ER 17 (1644) 
123 - 133; LC 10 (1 671) 1002- 1009; Hrd 612 (1714) 1207- 1214 ; CI12 (1730) 
1497- 1507; Msi 21 (1 776) 526-533. The canon which E. Martcne and U. Durand 
published (Thesaurus no't!lt5 anecdotorum, IV, Paris 1717, 139- 140) as being 
"om itted in the ed it ions, from a manusc ript o f St Vincent of Bisignano", is in 
fact the same as canons 15 and 30. Having collated together all these ed it ions, we 
have followed the text of the Ro man edition. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY, H-L 5/1 (19 12) 721 - 738; DThe 8/2 (1925) 2637-2644, DD,C 6 
(1957) 346-347; Ll 1)K 6 e1961 ) 816; NCE 8 (1967) 406-410; He 4 (1980) 10; W. Bernhardi, 
Konrad 1/1 Uahrbiicher der deutschcn Geschichte), I Leipzig 1883, 154-160; A. H auck, Die 
Rezeption ulld Umbildung der allgemeinen Synode im Mitle/aiter, HislOrisc he Vierteljahr
sehrift 10 (1907) 468 H.; G. Tangl, Die Tei/nehmer an den (lllgemeinen Kom.i/ien des Miltew/
ters, Weimar 1922, 196-101,105-110: R. L. Poole, The English Bishops at the Lateran Council 
of 1139, English H istorical Review 38 (1 923 ) 61 -63; W. HUnt, ibid., 557-560; I-I.J. Sch roeder, 
Di$ciplinary Decree$ of the Geneml Council$, St. Louis, Mo. - London 1937, 195-113; P. 
Palumbo, Lo sdsma del MCXXX .. , Rome 1941, 591-594; A. Fliche, R. Foreville and J. 
Roussel, Du premier coneile du Lalmll a I'avhlement d'!nnoCt'nt 111 , I (H istoire de I'eglise 
9/ 1), Paris 1948,67-71,137-138; G. Franzen, L'ecclesiologie des condles medievaux, in Le 
collcile, 114 -1 41; F-J. Schmale, Swdien zum Schisma des Jahres 1130, Cologne - Graz \961; 
R. Foreville, Latran I, ll, /II et Latran IV (Histoire des Conci les 6), Paris 1965; M. Mollat 
and P. Tombeur, Le$ cOr/ciles Latrarl ! ti Luran IV: COrlcordlmce, index, /istes de freqllellct, 
tables comparatives (Coneiles oecumcniques medievaux 1), Louvain 1974 . 

10 See R. Manselli, 11 monaco Enrico e la sua cre5ia, Bullettino dell'Is t. Stor. Ital. per il Media 
Eva, 65 (1953) 30 and n. 1 (subsequently in Swdi mile ercsie del secolo XJl, Rome 1953, 56). 
11 See Historia ecclesiastica, in MGH Script., XX H anover 1868,80. 

T EX T AN D TR ANSLA TI ON 
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CANONES 

1. Statuir~lU.S ,uta, si quis simoniace o rdinacus [uetic, ab officio omnino 
cadat quod Illicite usurpavit.1 

2. Si .quis pra~bendam vel prio ratum seu decanatum aut honorcm vel 
~ro~otloncm ah~uam. ccclcsiasticam seu quodlibet sacramentum eccle
SiaStiCum" utpOt~ chrtsn:a vel o leum sanctum, consecrationes aharium :I 

vel e~~l~s larum. IOdtervemcme cxsecrabili ardo re avaririaec• per pecuniam 
~CqUIS IVIt, honor~ mal,e acquisito careat; et emptor arque vendi to r et 
In.ter ~entor nota u:f~mlae percellamur2. Et nee pro pastu nee sub obtentu 
aitcu lus consuetud lnls. ame ,vel p.ost a quoq uarn aliquid exigatu r vel ipse 
~are pr~csumat, q uomam slmo macurh est; sed libere et absque imminu-
tlone ahqu.a, ca.llata ~ibi dignitate atquc beneficio perfruatur.3 10 

3 .. A SUIS. eplsc?plS excommunicatos ab ali isf suscipi. modis omnibus 
prohlbe~us . ~UI vero excom~unicato, amequam ab eo qui cum ex
commu.mcavent absolvatur, SCienter communicare praesumpseri t pari 
sententlae teneatur obnoxius. ' 
. 4. P~aecipimu~ etiam quod tam episcopi quam c1erici in statu mentis 1$ 

10 .habltu ~orpo rls , Deo et hominibus placere studeant, et nec in super~ 
flu ltate. sC lssuraS aut colore vestium nec in tonsura, intuentium, quorum 
forma et exe~plum esse debent, offendanr aspectum, sed potius, quaeh cos 
deccat. sancutatcm prae sc feram' 5 Quod si monit'· b . . d . 1 . . a eplscoplS emen- 20 

an no uennt, ecclesiastic is careant beneficiis. ' ' 
. 5. Illud. ~utcmle quod in sacro Chalcedoniensi const itutum est concili07 

Irr~(ragabliltcr conservari. praecip.imus. ut videl icet decedcntium bon~ 
episcoporu~ a n.u.110 .ommno ho mlnum d iripian tur, sed ad opus ecclesiae 
ct succ~s~on s SUi In hbe~a oeconomi et cieri co rum permaneanr potestate. u 
Cesset Ilgaur de cetero li la detes tab~lis et saeva rapacitas. Si quis autem 
amodo ~oc ~ttentare praesumpsent, excommunicationi subiaceat. Qui 
ve ro ~onent l.~~ presbyterorum vel c1ericorum bona rapuerint simil i 
sententJae subllclantur.8 • 

I. uc B, om. Rm b utputa B, c emptionis add. v. I. in B, 
d 2varitiac ... honore om. B, intc rvcndicor B, f alio B, 
S o~. B, h quam B, i prac sc rcrant om. B, 
Ie c(lam B, I aliquo modo v. I. in Rm hoc amodo B, 

1 Conc. Oarornontanurn (1130) , I n · (u · 21 438 .. . • . pI. 1m ",Sl , ); conc. Rcmcnsc (1131). c. 1 
fa~'m ~Ms i 21, 458); conc. Plsanum (1135), c. 1 partim (Msi 21, 489). 

SI qUls ... perccll2ntur: conc. Ciaromontanum (1130) c. 1 putim (Msi 21 438)' 
~cmcnscC (1131). c. t partim (Msi 21. 458); conc. Pisanu~ (1135) c. 1 partim (~f s i 2i 7s~c). 

c. 15. Iq.3(Fr l . 41 8). " . 
4 c r. conc. Mclfitanum (to89). c. 15 (Msi 20 724)' conc • - , J , 2 ( ' p 190) S Pra . . • • . ....... ,. v. u ra p. . 

CClplmus ... sc rerant : conc. Claromontanum (1 130) c.2 (Msi 21 438)' conc R 
mense (1131), c. 2 (Msi 21, 458). • • , . c-

: c.5 C. XXI q. 4 (Pr I , 859); cf. conc. Remcnsc (1148), c. 2 (Msi 21. 714). 
Cf. conc. Cha.1c., c. 22 (ACO 1112, 151. 183 194 201 ' v , up- p 97 ) 'Co Cia • , , . ..... . 

458)
"'· 4 Cromontanum (1130), c.3 (Msi 21, 438); conc. Rcmcnsc (1131) c 3 fA1si 21 
; c. 7 . XII q. 2 (Fr 1. 702). ' . , .. , 

" 
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CANONS 

l. We decree that if anyone has been ordained simoniacally, he is to forfeit 
enti rely the office which he illicitly usurped. I 

2. If anyone has aquired, th rough p:lyment, a prebend. priory, deanery or any 
eccles iast ica l honour or preferment , or a holy thing o f the church of any kind, 
such as chrism o r ho ly o il, or the consecrations of alta rs or churches. where the 
execrable passion of avar ice has been the motive, let him be deprived of the 
honour which he w rongly acq uired ; and let the buyer and seller and inte rmed i
ary be stigmati sed with the m:lrk of infamyl. And let nothing be demanded for 
sustenance o r under the pretex t of any custom from anyone before o r :lfter
wa rds, nor should the person himself presume to give anyth ing, since this is 
simo ny; bm let him enjoy freel y and without any d iminution the dignity and 
benefice which has been confer red o n him.} 

3. We utterly prohibit those who have been excommunicated by their bishops 
to be received by others"'. Indeed, whoever knowingly presumes to communi
cate someone who has been excommunicated , before he is abso lved by the o ne 
who excommunicated him, is to be held liable to the same sentence. 

4. We also enjoin that bishops as well as clergy take pains to be pleasing to God 
and to humans in both their in te rior and exterior comportment. Let them give 
nO offence in the sight of those for whom they ought to be a model and example, 
by the excess, cut or colo ur of the ir clothes, no r with regard to the tonsure, bUl 
rather, as is fining for them, let them exhibit holinesss. If afte r a warni ng from 
the bisho ps they arc unwill ing to change thei r ways, let them be depr ived of their 
ecclesiast ica l bencfices.6 

5. We enjoin th at what was laid down in the sacred council of Chalcedon
7 

be 
ri gidly adhered to, namely, that the goods of deceased b ishops arc not to be 
seized by anyone at all , but arc to remain freely at the disposal of the treasurer 
and the clergy for the needs of the church and the succeeding incumbent. 
Therefore, from now o n, let that detestable and wicked rapacity cease. Furth 
ermore, if anyone dares to attempt th is behav io ur henceforth, he is to be 
excommunicated. And those who despoil the goods of d ying pr iests or clerics 
arc to be subject to the same sentence.

8 

I Council of Clermon t (1130), canon I in part (Msi 21, 438) ; council of Rheims (1131 ). canon 
I in part (Msi 21, 458); council of Pisa (1135), canon 1 in part (Msi 21, 489). 
2 If anyone ... infamy: council of Ci('rmonl (11 30). Canon I in part (Msi 21, 438); cou ncil of 
Rheims (1131), canon 1 in part (Msi 21, 458) ; cou ncil of Pisa ( I 135), canon 1 in part (Msi 21, 

489). 
) ch. 15 C. 1 q. 3 (Fr 1,4 18). 
4 See counci l of Melfi (1089). cano n 15 (Msi 20, 724); Lateran cou ncil I, canon 2 (sec above 

P' ~~~iso enjoin .. . ho liness : council of C lermon t (1130), canon 2 (Msi 2 1, 438); council of 

Rheims (113 1). canon 2 (Msi 21, 458). 
6 ch. 5 C. XX I q. 4 (Fr t , 859); sec cou ncil of Rhcims (1148). canon 2 (Msi 21 , 714). 
] See council of C halcedon, canon 22 (ACO 1112, 151 , 183, 194, 20 1; see above p. 97). 
I Council of Clermont (1130). canon 3 (M si 21, 438) ; cou ncil of Rhcims (1 131 ). canon 3 (M si 

21,458); , h. 47 C. XII q. 2 (F, 1, 702 ). 
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6. Decernimus ctiam u r iii. qui in ordine subdiacona tus et supra 
uxo res duxcrint aut concubinas habuerint. officio arque ecclcsiasdcob 

beneficia caccant. Cum coim ipsi templum Dei, vasa Domini, sacrarium 
Spiritus sancti dcbcant esse et dici, indignum est cos cub il ibus et im-

r. mundit iis ' descrvire.2 

7. Ad haec praedecessorum nostrorum Gregori i VII, Urbani et 
Paschal is Ro mano ru m pontifi cum vestig iis inhaerentcs, praecipimusc u t 
nuilus missas corum audiar, quos uxores vel concubinas habere cogno
verit3 • Ut autem lex continentiac et Dco placens munditia in eccles ias ti-

to cis personis cr sacris ordjnibus dilatetur, ~tatuimus q uatenus episcopi 
presbyteri d iaconi subdiaconi regula res canonici et rnonachi atque conversi 
professid , qui sancturne transgredientes propositurn f uxores sibi copulare 
praesurnpserinr, separentur. Huiusrnodi narnque copulat ionem, quam 
contra ecclcsiasticam regulam cons tat esse contractarn, matrimonium non 

I:; esse censemus. Qui etiam ab invicem separat i. pro tantis excessibus 
condignam poenitentiam agantg.4 

8. Id ipsum quoque de sanct imonial ibus feminis si , quod abs it, nubere 
attentaverint, observari decernimus. 5 

9. Prava autem consuetudo, prout accepimus, et detestab ilis inoJe vit. 
20 quoniamh monachi et regula res canonici post susceptum habitum et 

professioncm factam, spreta beato rum magistrorum Benedict i et Augu
stini regula, leges temporales et medicinarn g ratia lucri temporal is 
add iscunt. A varitiae namque Aamrnis accensi, se patronos causa rum 
faciunt; et cum psalmodiae et hymn is vacare debeant i , gloriosae vocis 

2:i conflsi muniminc, allegationum suarum varietate iustum et in ius tum. 
fask nefasque confundunt. Attestanturl verom imperialcs constitutiones, 
absurdum immo etb opprobrium esse clericis, si peritos se vel int discep
tationum esse forensium. Huiusmodi temeratores grav itc r fe riendosn, 
apostOl ica auctoritate decernimusO. Ipsi quoqueP, neglecta an imarum 

30 cura, o rdinis sui propositum nu lla tenus attendentcs, pro detestanda 
pecunia sanitatem poll icentes, humanorum curatores se faciunt<l 
corporum. Cumque impudicus oculus impudici cordis sit nuntius, 
illaf de quibus loqui erubescit hones tas, non debet religio pertractare. 
Ut ergo o rdo monasticus et canonicus Deo placens in sancto propositO 

3:; a hi Dr b om. Dr c imerdicimus Dr d et professi v. I. in R.m e sacrum Dr 
f praeceptum 11.1. in Rm g poenitentiam agant condignam Dr 
h quod et 8r i deberem Dr k rasque Dr I attestantes Dr m enim Dr 
n temeratoribus ... rcriendis Dr 0 apostoliC2 ... decernimus om. Dr 
P canonici et monachi add. Dr q se faciunt curatores Dr r etiam add. Dr 

I cr. Rm 13, 13. 
I Conc. Claromontanum (1130), Co 4 (Msi 21, 438); cone. Remense (11 31), e.4 (Msi 21, 
458); c. 2 D. XXVIII (Fr 1, 101). 
3 Ad haec ... eognoverit: cone. Rcmense (11 31), c. 5 (Ms! 21, 459). 
4 Ut autcm lex ... agant: c. 40 C. XXVII q. 1 putim (Ft 1, 1059); cr. cone. L:l.t. I, c. 21 13 
(v. supra p. 1941). 
~ e. 40 C. XXVII q. 1 putim (Fr 1, 1059). 
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6. \Y./e also decree that those in the orders of sub~eaco~ .and above wh.o h~ve 
k n wives or concubines arc to be deprived of their position and ecclesiastical 

~eneefice. For since they o.ught to be in fact ~~d i,n ~ame templ~s of God. vess~l s 
f the Lord and sanctuanes of the holy Spirit, It IS unbecommg that they give 

o " d . . 1 Z themselves up to marnage an Impunty. . 
7. Adhering to dlC path trod by our predecessors •. the Roman pontiffs Gregory 

VII Urban and Paschal. we prescribe that nobody IS to hear the masses of tho~e 
\Vh~m he knows to have wives or concubines}. Indeed, that the law of.co~t1-

ce and the pur ity pleasing to God might be propagated among eccleSiastical 
nen h h b" h " ersons and those in ho ly orders, we decree t at were IS ops, pn ests, 
~eacons, subdeacons, canons regular. monks and professd lay brothers have 
presumed to take wives and so transgress this ho ly precept, the~ are to. be 
separated from their partn ers. For w~ do not de.em .there to be a marnage whiCh. 
it is agreed, has been cont racted agatnst ecclesiastical law. Furthermore. wh.en 
they have separated from each other, let them do a penance commensurate with 
such outrageous behaviou r.'4 .. . 

S. We decree that the selfsame thing is to apply also to women rc ltglous If, 
God forbid, they attempt to marry.s 

9. Moreover, the evi l and detestable practice has grown •. so we und.erstan~, 
whereby monks and canons regular. after rece ivi!lg the. habit and makmg .th e.lr 
profess ion, arc learning civ il law and medicine With a view t~ temporal gam .. 10 

scornful disregard of the rules of their blessed teachers Benedict and Augusttne. 
In fact. burning with the fire of avarice. they make themselves rh~ advoc~tes of 
suits; and since they have to neglect the psalmody and hymn.s. p.laclOg their t ru~t 
in the power of fi ne rhetoric instead, they con.fuse what. IS nght and what IS 

wrong. justice and iniqu ity, by reason of the vanety of their argu~ents. But t.he 
imperia l constitut ions testify that it is truly absurd :lOd rep rehensible for clen~s 
to want to be experts in the d isputes of law courts. \V/e dec~ee by apostoliC 
authority that lawbreakers of this kind are to be seve r~ly pU01sh~d. Th~re ~re 
also those who. neglect ing the care of souls, completely Ignore the ir state tn It fe, 
promise health in return for hateful money and make themselves healers ~f 
human bodies. And since an immodest eye manifests an immodest hean, relt
gion ought to have noth ing to do with those th ings of ~hich vi.rtue is ash~med to 
speak. Therefore, we forbid by apostolic authority rillS practice to contlOue, so 

L See Rm 13, 13. . 
2 Counci l of C lermont ( I 130), C;lnon 4 (Msi 21, 438); counci l of Rheims (1 13 1), canon 4 (Msl 
21,458) ; ch. 2 D. XXV IlI (f r I, 10 1). 
: Adhering ... concubines: counci l of Rhcim.s (1131 ). C;lnon 5 (Msi 21, 459). . 

Indeed ... behaviour: ch. 40 C. XXV II q. I III pan (Fr I , 1059); see Lateran cou ncil I. canon 

~IB (sec above p. 194). 
ch, 40 C. XXV II q. I in part (fr I, 1059). 
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inv.i ola~i l.itcr c??scrvetur, oe hoc ulterius praesumatur. apos tolica auc
to~ltate Int~rdlclmus. Episc0p'i autem. abba tes et prio res tantae cnormi
"btl cOlns~ntl~nt~s. et non corrlgentes, propriis hono ribus spolientur ctb 
a CCC eSlac "minibus arceantur. 1 

10. Decimas ec~lcsiaru~., quas in usu pictatis conccssas esse canonica :; 
~~mon~trat auct~mta~, a 1alcls possideri apostolica auctoritatc" prohibcmus 

~v.e cn~m ,ab epISC?pIS, vel rc?ibus vel quibuslibct personis cas: acccpcrint' 
01~1 ecc C51ac reddldenn,t, SClant se sacrilegii crimen commi tterc ct pcri~ 
Cll u~ acternae damnatlonis incurrere:!, Praccipimus er.iarn ut laici . 
eccle~l as tencnt, aut cas cpiscopis rcstituant aut excommunicat ioni s ~~~~ II) 
~eant . Inn?~a~us autem et praecipimus, ut nullus in archidiaconum vel 
v ecanum nl ~I,1 I ac~~us ve l p~esbyte r ordinetur; archidiaconi ve ro, decanic 
e~praeposltl ,quI I~fra ordlOes pracnominatos exsistunt, si inobocdientcs 

or Inan com~mpsenn.t, honore suscepto priventuc"4. Prohibemus autem 
ne ado~esce~tlbus vellOfra sacros ordines constitutis, sed f qui f prudentia l ~ 
ct, mento vitae cI~~~scunt, praedicti concedantur honores:>. Praec ipimus 
e(3)m ,ne c~nductlt llsg presbyteris ecclesiac committantu r et unaquaeque 
ccc eS la, cU I ,f~cultas suppetit, proprium habeat sacerdotcm 6 

11. Praeclp~mus etiam ut presbyteri, clerici, monachi . perc rini ct 
merc~tor~.s et rusti~j eumes et, redeunres et in agricoltur~ pers~tentes 20 

et a~lma la cum qu~b~s aratur' et semina ponant ad agrum et ovesk ' 

omn! tempore secun SlO t. 7 ' , 

)1,2 •. Tregua~ aute~1 ab occasu solis in quarta feria usque ad ortum 
s~ IS In sec~n a fen,a, et ab adventu Domini usque ad octavas epi ha
~~~.e et a

b 
qUlnq~agesl~a. usque ad octavam paschae, ab omnibus inv;ola- 2:; 

I Iter 0 ,servan praec~p.l mus. S~ quis autem treguamh frangere tcntaverit 
post teruar:' c?m~onltlonem Sl non sa tisfecerit, ep iscopus suus in eu~ 
excommumcauomsh sententiam dictet et scriptamm episcopis vicinis" 

~ auctoriutc apos!olica Br b vel Br tt 11. I. in Rm B-~ RE d de 'B Ir c vel praepositi Br 
'cam r . C privenrur SUSCCP!O Br f nisi Br g induclitiis Br 

h 'pm, Br , jorlallt aran! k et animalia .. , OveS om. Br I Dei add. Br 
m orlallt scripto " vicinis episcopis Br 

" 

I Conc. Claromon!anUm (1130) c 5 (M . 21 438 21,459). ,. Sl, .439); conc. Remcnsc (1131), c. 6 (Msi 

'. DeciIllils .. : incurrcre: conc. Romanum (1078), c. 6 (Msi 20 510)' c I C XV 
urn, su~ ~omme Gregorii papac Vil (Fr 1, 8(0). "., I q. 7 par· 
3 Praeclplmus s b' C ••• U laceant: con" laromontanum (1130) c. 6 (Msi 21 439)' 
~emcnsc (1131), c. 7 (Msi 21,459). " ,conc. 

Inno vamus. , , priventur: conc Oaromonlanum (1130) . 
nurn (1 135), c. 7 (Msi 21, 489). . , c. 7 (Msi 21,439) ; conc. Pisa· 

~ Innovamus ... hono res: conc. Remcnsc (1131), c. 8 (Msi 21 459.460)' 3 D LX 
(Fr 1, 226-227)' Prohihemu h . ' , c. . • P .. ' s.,. onores: cone. Pisanum (1135), c. 9 (Msi 21 489·490) 

racclplmus ... sacerdotem: conc. Remensc (1131), c. 9 (Msi 21,460); e. 5 C: XX I . i 
(Fr 1, 855). De boc c. cf. Ge rhohus praeposirus Reicbersber ,. .. q . 
ItmporiJ cd. E. Sacku r in MGH L·~'''· III genSlS, Llber de novllat,bllJ hlU'u 
' C 'CI ' '~"', Hannoverae 1897 291 

onc. aromontanum (1130) c 8 parti (M' 21 439 ' . (Msi 21, 460). ' . m SI , ); cone. Remensc (11 31), c. 10 

Second Lateran Council ~ J 139 * 199 

that the monast ic order and the order of canons may be preserved without sta in 
in a state of life pleasing to God , in accord with their holy purpose. furth er
more, bishops, abbots and priors who consent to and fail to correct such an 
outrageous practi ce arc to be deprived of their own honours and kept from the 

thresholds of the chu rch .
1 

10. \VIe prohibit, by apostolic authority, that the tithes of churches be possessed 
by lay people where canonical authority shows these were assigned for rel igious 
purposes. For whether they accept them from bishops or kings, or any person 
whatsoever, let them know that they are committing the crime of sacrilege lnd 
incurring the threat of eternal damnation, unless they hand them back to the 
church2. \YJe also direct that lay people who are in possession of churches must 
either restore them to the bishops or become subject to excommunication

3
. \VIe 

reiterate our decision that nobody is to hold the office of archdeacon or deln 
unless he is ordained deacon or priest; and archdeacons, deans or provosts who 
are without these orders are to be deprived of the honour they have received, if 
through disobedience they refuse to be ordained4

, Moreove r, we forbid the 
aforesaid honours to be conferred o n youths or those not yet in sacred orders; 
let them be conferred rather on those who are outstanding in prudence and 
integrity of lifes. We also enjoin that churches arc not to be entrusted to hired 
priests and that each and every church with suffi cient means is to have its own 

priest.6 

11 . \YJe also prescribe that priests, clerics, mo nks, pilgrims, merchants and 
peasants, in their com ing and go ing and their work on the land, and the an imals 
with which they plough and carry seeds to the fields, and their sheepk., be left in 

peace at all times. 7 

12. We decree that the truce l is to be inviolably observed b y al l from sunset on 
Wednesday until sunrise on Monday, and fr0111 Advent until the octave of the 
Epiphany, and from Q uinquagesima until the octavc of Easter. If anyone tries to 
break the trucc, and he docs not comply after the third warning, let his bishop 
prono unce sentence of excommunication on him, and communicate his decision 
in writing to [he neighbouring bishops. Moreovcr let none of the bishops receive 

l and the animals ... sheep omitted til fir 
1 of God added in Br 

1 Counc il ofClermunt (1130), canon 5 (Msi 21. 438-439); council of Rheims (1131). canon 6 

(Msi 21, 459), 
1 We prohibit". church: council of Rome (1078), canon 6 (M~i 20. 510); ch. 1 C. XV I q. 7 in 

ran, under the name of pope Gregory VII (Fr 1. 800). 
We also direct ... excommu nication: council of Clermont ( 1130), C;lnon 6 (Msi 21. 439); 

council of Rheims (1131 ), canon 7 (Msi 21, 459) . 
4 We reiter;lte ... ordained: cou ncil of Clermont ( 11 30), canon 7 (Msi 2 1,439); cotl ncil of Pisa 

p 135), ~anon 7 (~s i 21. 489), 
We reiterate ... life: council of Rheim s (11 31), canon 8 (Ms i 21. 459- 460); ch . 3 O. LX (Fr I , 

~26-227); Mo reover , .. life: cou ncil of Pisa (1135), canon 9 (Msi 21. 489- 490). 
We also ('njoin ... priests: cou ncil of Rheims (1131 ), cano n 9 (Ms i 21. 460); ch. 5 C. XXI q. 2 

(Fr I, 855); On this canon see Gerhoh, p rovost of Reichersberg, Libcr de novtttltibus hlfills 
~emportS, cd. E, Sackur, in MG H Llbdli, 111 H anover 1897.291. 

Council of C lermont (1130), canon 8 in part (Msi 21. 439); council of Rh('ims ( 1131 ). canon 

10 (Msi 21,460). 
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annuntict. Episcoporum aurem nullus exc . a . 
oem suscipi"at immo scripto ommumcatum In communio-S", susceptam sententiam q is fi 

1 qUlS autem hoc violate praesumpserit o rdinis s. u. que con rmet. 
Er quoniam funiculus tripltx diffi 'l '. 1 U1 'p~nculo subiacehit. 
ad solum Deum et salutcm I c;. e .;umptlUr , praeclplmus

2 
ur episcopi 

seposita. ad pacem firmiter t~~;nud:m a!:~tes re~~~ctum?l.omni tepiditat~ 
praebeant neque hoc alicuiu UU~ 51 J conS I 1um et auxiliu m 
quis in hoc Dei operec te id~sa~ore aut odl,o praetermittant

b
., Quod si 

taris incurrat.3 P Inventus fuertt, damnum proprlae digni-

13. Po rro detestabilem t b . . . 
Scripturam in veteri et ~o:~oTrosam dlVIOIS ~t humanis legibus, pe r 
, 'b'l estamento abdlcatam ilia . 
Insatla I em foeneratorum rapacitate d ,m, Inquam, 

I 
. m amnamus et ab omn,' I ' , 

conso atlo ne sequest rarnus . . ecc eSlaStiCa . ' praeclplentes ut nullus archiepi II 
eplscopus vel cuiuslibet ordinis abb . .. . scopus, nu us 

15 cum summa cautela usurarios re' as seu qUIV1S In o.rdtne et c1 ero, nisi 
habeantur et nisi resipuerint ch c:~t~re praesulmat; se? to tota vita infames 

14 D b' l ' r lana sepu tura prlventur fo 

. ctesta I es autem illas nundinas vel f' . . . . . 
condicto convenire solent et ad . er.las , to qUlbus mlhtes ex 

, d ostentatlonem vuium s d ' 
temcrarlc congrediuntur nd h ' uarum et au aClae 

20 ,u e mortes omlnum et' . 
saepe proveniunt, omninoc fieri interdicimus Q. d ' am~arum p.er.lcula 
mortuus fu erit uamvis ei . .' . uo Sl qU1S eorum Ibldcm 
eccles iastica ta:n~n careat s~~~~~~:\poemtentla et viaticum non ncgetur, 

15. ltem placuit ut si quis suad d ' b I ' incurrerit
g 

quod
h 

in c1 ' ' I ente la 00, hUiUS
f 

sacrilegi i reatum 
, erlcum ve monachum violent i . . k 

25 anathematisl vinculol subiaceat et null . as ~anus Imecerit , 
absolve re , nisi mortis ur eote er' us episcopo~m Ilium praesumat 
sentetur et eius mandatugm su~ip:~~;op don~c.apostol.lco cor:spectui prae
ecclesiam vel coemeterium 0 f '. raeClplmus etlam ut to eos, qui ad 
audeat Q d '" f . c n uger.l nt, nullus omnino manum

m 
mittere 

. uo 51 ecent, excommumcetur.' 

30 :I excommunicatos Br b ne ue . c ope re Dei Br d t . q B ... p raetermlttant] ne .. ' pf2etermittatur Br 
h sive Br i emcf2nac.. r c omni modo Br f in Br g incurrit Rm 
I . om. Br k vlolcnter add. Br 

anathcmau Br m manus Br n qui Br 

1 Ec 4 12 I • . • 'Co ,. Pf2CClplmus ... mcurru: c. 11 D. XC (Fr 1 315) 
nco Claromontanum (1130) 8 .. ,. (Msi 21, 460). • c. parum (M si 21,439); conc. Remense (1131). c. 11 

4 Cf. T . P. McLaughlin The T tathin of C . 84; 2 (1940) 4 Sqq.' 'l om;nlStlon Ulliry . •. , Mediaeval Studies 1 (1939) 

& Cone. Claromontanum (1 130) 9 (1\ ' 460-461). • C. SI 21, 439); conc. Remense (1131), c. 12 (Msi 21, 

t Item placu~ ... suscipiat: conc. Remense 11 . 
(1135), c. 12 (Msi 21, 490); c. 29 C. XVII ! (i 1

), c. 13 (Msi 21,461); conc. Pisanum 
, Praed .. q. r 1, 822). 

plmus euam ... eltcommunicetu r · conc R 
conc. Pisanum (1135) c. 14 (Msi 21 490)'. I . I e~ense (1131), c. 14 (Msi 21, 461 ); 
Quod si fecerit, eltco:nmurucetu r" C'I tem p acult ... anathematis vinculo subiaceat. 

h 
. conc. aromontanum (1130) 10 ('I ' 2 

DC C. d. inter ~Iia DThC 7 1221. S K .. ' c. .. 51 I, 439). De 
allf die DtJ:rt/alm CrtgorJ I X. (' Studi ~ teO t' 6

u
4')tn'C

f
: K'·dnl)nl1tl1~bt Sthllldlthrt von Cratian his 

S 1 • Itt eI Vatlcano 1935, 68-69. 
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iota communion the excommunicated person, but rathe r let each confirm the 
sentence received in writing. If anyone presumes to infringe this, he will do so at 
the risk of his position. Since a threefold cord is not quickly broken

l

, we cnjo in
2 

bishops, having regard for God alone and the salvation of the people, and laying 
aside all timidity, to furnish each other with mutual counsel and help towards 
firmly maintaining peace, and not to omit thi s duty by reason of any affection or 
aversion. For if anyone is found to be lukewarm in this work of God, let him 

incur the loss of his dignity.) 
13. Furthermore, we condemn that pract ice accoun ted despicable and 

blameworthy b y divine and human laws, denounced b y Scr ipture in the old and 
new Testaments, namely , the ferocious greed of usurers; and we sever them 
from every comfort o f the church , forbidding any archbishop or bishop, or an 
abbot of any o rder whatever or anyone in clerical o rders, to dare to receive 
usurers, unless they do so with ext reme caution ; but let them be held infamous 
throughout their whole li ves and, unless they repent, be deprived of a christian 

buriaJ.4 14. \Y/e entirely forbid , mo reover, those abominable joustS and tournaments 
in which knights come together by agreement and rashly engage in showing off 
their physical prowess and daring, and which often result in human deaths and 
danger to souls. If any of them dies on these occasions. although penance and 
viaticum arc not to be denied him when he requestS them, he is to be deprived of 

a church burial. 5 

15. In the same way we have decided to legislate that if anyone, at the 
instigation of the devil. incurs the guilt of the following sacril ege, that is, to lay 
violent hands on a cleric o r a monk, he is to be subject to the bond of anathema; 
and let no bishop presume to absolve such a person unless he is in immediate 
danger of death , until he has been presented before the apostolic See and submits 
to its decision6 . We al so presc ribe that nobody dare to lay hands on those who 
flee to a church o r cemetery . If anyone docs thi s, let him be excommunicated .

7 

I Ec 4, 12. 2 we enjoin . .. dignity: ch. 11 O. XC (Fr 1, 315). 
} Council of Clermon t (1130), canon 8 in part (Msi 21 , 439); cou ncil of Rheims (1 131), canon 

11 (Msi 21 , 460). • See T. P . McLaughlin , The Teaching of Canonim on Usury . . , M ediaeval Studies 1 (1939) 

84; 2 (1940) 4 if. 
S Council of C lermont (1130), canon 9 (Msi 21, 439); council of Rheims (1131 ), canon 12 (Msi 

21 ,460-461 ) . , In the same . . . decisio n: council of Rheims (1131 ), canon 13 (M si 21, 461 ) ; council of Pisa 

~t 135), canon 12 (Msi 21 , 490) ; ch . 29 C. XV II q. 4 (Fr I , 822). 
We also .. . excommunicated : council of Rheims (1131 ), cano n 14 (Msi 21, 461 ) ; council of 

Pisa ( I 135), canon 14 (Msi 21 , 490); In the same ... bond of anathema . If anyone does this, let 
him be excommunicated: council of Clermont (11 30), canon 10 (Msi 21 , 439). On this cano n 
see among others OThC 7, 1221; S. Kuttner, Kanoni5tischc SchuldlehTf' von Grarian his auf die 
Df'kreralen Cregon IX . (Studi e testi 64), Vatican C ity 1935,68-69. 
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16. Inclubitatum est quoniam ho nores ecclesiast ici sanguinis non sunt 
sed meriti, et ecclesia Dei non hereditario iure aliquem'", nequeb secundum 
carnem, successorcmC exspectatc. , sed ad sua . reg imina et ofliciorum 
suo[um dispensationes, honcstas sap ientcs ct rclig iosas personas expos
titd • Proptc rea1 auctoritatc prohibcmus apostolica. oe quis ecclesias, prae- 5 

bendas, praeposituras, capell ani as aut aliquaa ecclesiastica o fli cia here
ditario iure valcat vindicare aut expostularce praesumat. Quod si qu is 
improbus aut ambitionis f reus f attentare praesumpserit, debita pena 
mu!ctabitur et postulatis carebit. 2 

17. Sane coniunctiones consanguineorum omnino fieri pro hi bemus ; 10 

huiusmodi namque incestum8. qui fereh (s timulantc humani generis ini
mico) in usum versus; est, sancwrum patrum instituta et sacrosancta Dei 
detestatur ccclcsia. Leges ctiam saeculi de tali contubernio naws, infames 
pronuntiant cr ab hereditate repellunt .3 

18. Pess imam siquidem et depopulatricem et horrendam incendiorumk IS 

mal itiam, auctoritatc Dei ct beatorum apostolorum Petri et Pauli , omnino 
dctcstamur et interdicimus.f.. Haec eteniml pc~t is etm hostilis vastitas om
nes alias depracdationes exsuperat; -quae quantum populo Dei sit dam
nosa quantumquc detrimcntum anima bus et corporibus inferatn, nullus 
ignorat. Assurgcndum est igitur et omnio modoo laborandum. ut tama 20 

cladesa tantaquea pernicies pro salute populi erad icetu r et exstirpetur. Si 
quis ig itur post huius nostrac ptohibitionis promulgationem, malo studio 
sive pro odio sive pro vindicta, igncmP apposuerit vel apponi fecerit aut 
appositoribus consilium vel auxil ium scienter" tribuerit, excommuni
cetur. Et si mortuus fuerit incendiarius, christianorum careal sepultura. 2S 

Nec absolvatur nisi prius, damno cui intulit secundum facultatem suam 
rcsarciw, iuret se ulterius ignem non appositurum. Poenitentia autema 
ciq deturq, ut Hierosolymis aut in Hispania in servitio Dei per annum 
integrum permancat.s 

19. Si quis autem archiepiscopus vela episcopusa hocc relaxaverit, :w 

damnum restituat et per annuma aba officio episcopali abstineat.' 

a om. Br b non Br C successores expectet Br d cxposcat Br 
., cllpoliaec II. I. in Br ca postularc II. I. in HrJ CI AlJi f ambitiosus Br 
8 inccstus Br h quod iam Br i vcrsum Br 
k inccndiaeiorum a LC ad Alii I cnim Br m haec Br CI AfJi n confcrat Br 3S 

o omnino Br P ignes Br q videtur Rm B"z ER eI v. I. IJ LC haec Br 

I Pcoptccea ... carcbit : c. 7 C. VI II q. 1 (Fe 1,591). 
I Conc. C1aromontanum (1130),c. 11 (Msi 21, 439); conc. Rcmcnse (1 131), c. 15 (Msi 21,461). 
* Conc. C1aromontanum (1130), c. 12 (Msi 21, 439-440); conc. Remense (1131), c. 16 
(Msi 21, 461); cf. conc. Lat. I, c. 9 (v. supra p. 19f). 
4 Pessimam ... intcrdicimus. Si quis ... permancat: c. 32 C. XXJII q. 8 pan im (Fr I , 
964-965). 
, Conc. Claromontanum (1130), c. 13 partim (Msi 21,440) ; conc. Rcmcnsc (1131), c. 17 
partim (Msi 21, ~1-462). Dc hoc ct duobus sqq. c. cf. CaJII/ mOna/ttr;i Petrilhll/enJiI. edd. 
O. Abel et L. Weiland, in MGH Srript., XX Hannoverac 1868, 673. 
• Conc. Claromontanum (1130), c. 13 pactim (Msi 21, 440) ; conc. Remensc (1131), e. 17 
partim (Msi 21, 462); c. 32 C. xxm q. 8 partim (Fr 1, 965). 

Second L/luran Cou1Icil - 1139 
• 20 1 

. d ubtedly the case that since eccles iast ical honours d~pend nOt on 
16. It IS ~n °h. , but on merit and since the church of God awaits ~ uccess.ors 

blood . r~I:~~~~~ olr: ny right of inileritance. no~ a~cor~ing to the f1de~h , ~~rc~U1ref 
{lot on ( , and devo ut persons for its admll1lstranon and dlC Istn uno,n a 
\!irtuttS, w~~~crcfore l we prohibit , by apostolic author ity, anyone to cxe rc~~e a 
its? Ices. or to demand, by hercditary right. churches, prc?ends. provos~s lPSr clalfll ~ve ~ or an ecclesiastica l offices. If an yone, unjustl y an~ gUilty 0 
,haplaiOcles ,y ,., '1\ be duly punishcd and depnved of the 

b·tion dares to attempt t liS, lC WI 
afll I " . 2 

ob~~t ;ittl~~~d\eason we entirely prohibit undiolhls whith, in ihe b~unfl~~Jodn:ta~~~ 
.: . for the teachings of ho ly fathers an t e ? y c lurC 1 a 

gUilllty, h · r h· k· d '''hich (under the Influence of the enemy of . us be avtOur 0 t IS III , ..... h 
mce~tuo ace) is engaged in nowadays. Even the secular laws p,rono~nce t 30se 

the uman rio .. r 10 US and refuse them the right of IOhemance. 
bo of suc 1 a unton 10 an , . r G d d h bl 'cd 

rn com Ictel detest and forbid, by the authonty 0 0 ~~ t C , css 
18., W ~eter ~ld P; ul . that most dreadf~ l ~ d~v as tat ing ~nd maltclo us c,;II11e

h 
of 

~postd·s , m ~ for this pernicious and IOlIntcal calamity ~ ur~a~s:s. a , ot er 
mcen larrdls. . N b d ·,s unaware of the cxtent to wh ICh It IS iOJuno us to 
k· ds 0 estructlon. 0 0 y. d· I · . 

In and the d ama e it brings to souls a~d bo les. t IS necessary, 
the people of GO~se it and to l a~our with all one's migh t, that so grcat a harm 
therefore, to opp d' . d d e ' sed for the sakc of the people. If anyone, 

~~;n~~ft~~\~; ~~~I;~:~fona~f t~~::;~hibitiOn of o~rs. f~om som; ~~cC~~\~f~~~ 
born of hate or vengeance. starts a fire or causes It, to e stane, , dAd 

. nscl or hd to those sta rting one, let 111111 bc exc~mll1utll c,ate. n 
provldesco u , d' f. is to be deprived of a ch ristian bunal: Nor IS. he to be 

:b::i:Cd :r~~~::i13~~~;g f~rst ma?e rep?rat ion. for the loss ~ccordl~g ~;l l~::~a:~;~ 
he swears that he will neve r r ~lI se a fire agaiO, Moreo~e:. IC, t h im . g r G d ' 

, . hi · J salem or Spam m t 1C serv lCC 0 o. 
pe~;~~f ~~;e~;~~~b~~~:p\:rob~sr,~~ ~~.Ia:re~ ~hi s ~~cree. he is to

6
1llake restitution 

for the loss and abstain fro m h iS episcopal offICe for a year. 

~ ~:~~~r~i CI:~::l:O~~ · (~ I~o)~ ~~n~;l \ \F[J};II ~'439); council of Rheims (113\ ). canon 15 

1M" 2 $1 1,46\), l' (M · 21 439- 440) ' council of Rh(· ims ( I 131 ), canon 
Council of C\('rmonl (1130), canon _ SI . • 

!6 (Msi 21. 461); see ,Lalcra~ ~ouncil L canon 9 (Srd:;.v:h~ '3;9~ .. XXlI l q. 8 in part (for I. 
We complelely .,' Incendlansm. If anyone. ' , 0 ' 

;64-965), , (Msi 11 440)' (Quneil of Rheims (1131 ), canon 
C:ouncil o f C lermonl (1130). ca11011

1
1,3 In Id' ''I' - f' Ilowin " C"lnons see CaSlls m01U1stcrii 

17111 pan (Msi "1 461 - 462 ). On t l iS an 11C twO 0 , "'X X· I I 1868 673 
P . h - , bid L W " nd in f<AG I-I 5CTlpt. ;tno\,cr , ' 
('IrIS "semis edd 0 A e an . (" I a , . . ' ' I f RI ' ( I I.}! ) canon 

~ Council of CiCfl~lOn~ (1130), canon 13 in parq Msi 21. 440): co~)nCl 0 lcuns , 
17 in pan (Msi 21, 462): ch, 32 C. XX III q, 8 10 part (for I. 96 . 

\ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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20. Sane regibus ct principibus facultatcrnl. faciendacl. iustitiae, can. 
su lti s archicpiscopis et episcopis, non negamus.1 

21. Presbytcrorum filios a sacci aharis ministeriis removendos decer. 
nimus. nisi aut in coenobiis aut in canonic is relig iose fuccint convcrsari2• 

22. Sane qu ia inter cetera unum est quod sanctum maxi me penurbat 
ecclesiam, [alsa videlicet poenircmia, confratresb3 nostrosb et p rcsbyteros 
.admonemusc• ne falsis poenitcntiis laicorum animas decipjd et in infer. 
num pcrtrahi pariamur. Falsam autem pocnitcntiam esse constat cum, 
spretis pluribus. de uno solo pocnircntia agitur aut cum sic agitur de uno 

to ur no n d isccdatur ab~ alia. Uncle scrip tum est: Qui lo/am legtnl obJtrvavtril, 
o./fmditf aultm in UIJO, faclul til onlllium rtUr, scilicet quantum ad vitam 
aeternam. Sicut eoim si peccatis esset omnibus iovolutus, ita si in uno 
tantum maneat, aeternae vitae ianuam non imrabitg • Falsa etiamh fith 

poenitentia, cum poenitcns ab officio vel cutiali vel negotiali non recedit. 
15 quod sine peccato i agi nulla ratione praevalct, aut si odium in corde 

ges tetur, aut si offenso cuilibctk non sat isfiat, aut si offendent i offcnsus 
non I indulgcat, aut si arma quis contra iustitiam gerat.~ 

23. Eosm au tem qui religios itatisn speciem simulames, Domini corporis 
c( sanguinis sacramcntum, baptisma puero rum, sacc-rdotium et ceteros 

20 ecclesiasticos o rdines, et legitimarum damnam foedera nuptiarum, tam· 
quam haereticos ab ecclesia Dei pellimus et damnamus, et per potcstates 
exterasO cocrceri praecipimus. Defensores quoque ipsorum eiusdem 
damnationis vinculo innodamus. 6 

24. Jllud quoque adicicmcs praecipimus, ut pro chrismatis, olei sacri 
2~ et sepulturae acccptionc nullum vcnditionis pretium exigatur.' 

25. Si quis praeposituras, praebendas vel al ia ecclcsiastica beneficia de 
manu laici acceperi t. indignc suscepto careat beneficia . luxta namque 
decreta sancto rum patrum, laici, quamvis rcl igiosi sint, nullam tamen 
habent d isponendi de ecclesiasticis facuitatibus potestatem.8 

30 I. faciendae facultatem Br 
b fratres nostros episcopos II. I. in LC Hrd CI .~fsi c commonemus Br 
d decipiant B,. c de B,. f offendn B,. g sicut ... intrabit om. Br 
h est autcm B,. i peccalis B,. k cuilibct offenso 8r I non offcndenti offcnsus E,. 
In hos B,. rcligionis 8,. ef 11.1. i" Rm BI/2 ER 

3S 0 ceteras Br tl 11.1. in Rm B,,2 ERjorfoUt terrcnas 

I Cone. Claromontanum (1130), c. 13 partim (Msi 21, 440) ; conc. Remense (1131), c. \7 
partim (Msi 21, 462) ; c. 32 C. XX III q. 8 partim (Fr 1,965). 
t Conc. ?o.-leHitlinum (1089), c. 14 (Msi 20, 724) ; c. 1 D. LVI sub nomine U~bani papae 
II (Fr 1,219). 
~ Confratrcs ... ge ra!: c. 8 D. V dt pom. (Fr 1, 1242). ' Ie 2, 10. 
I Conc. Melfitanum (l089), c. 16 (!\l si 20, 724). 
• Conc. Tolosanum (1119), c.3 (Msi 21, 226-227) ; d. R. Manselli, Bulleuino dell 'Ist. Stor. 
Ita!' per il Medio Evo 65 (1953) 30 et n. 1; A. Dorst, Dit Kalhom (Sehrifu:n der !\IGH 
12), Stuttgart 1953, 115 n. 21; d. (tiam A. Frugoni, Arna/do ao Brudo nrlle f onti dtlsuclo XII, 
ROffia 1954. 21-22. 
1 Conc. Tolosanum (1119), c. 9 (Msi 21. 227). 
• Cf. conc. Lat. I, c. 8 (v. supra p. 191); cf. etiam ps..Isid., Steph. 12 (Hinschius 186). 
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20. As is right, w.e do ~Ot deny to ~ings and pri~ces th ~ power to dispense 
"tlstice, in consultation with the archbishops and bishops. ... 
, 21. We decree that sons of pries ts are to be removed fro n~ rhe nllnlStrle~ of the 

ed altar un less they are living religiously in monastenes or canonrles. 2 

sacr ' h ' I d' b 22 Because there is one thlOg t at conspicuous y causes grea t Istur ance to 
holy 'church, namely, fa lse penance, we warn) our brothers in the episcopate and 

riests not to allow the souls of the laity to be deceived or dra.gged of~ to hell by 
false penances. It is agreed that a penance is fa lse w~e~ many SIOS are ~ls:cgarded 
and a penance is performed fo r one only, o r when It IS dOl?efor o.ne sm m such a 
way that the penitent does ?O~ renounc~ another. Thus It ~s written: \V.h4oe'U~r 
keeps the whole law but fa"~ m one pomt, ~as become gltllty of all of II ; th .. s 
evidently pertains to eternal bfe. Therefo r.e, JUSt as a I:'erson who IS en~an~led 10 

all sins wi ll not enter the gate of eternal life, so also If a pers~n remal~s. m one 
sing. False penance also occurs when the pcni~ent does ~ot resl ~n a po~ ltlo n at.a 
court or in business which cannot be earned on Without sm, or If hate IS 
harboured in his heart, or if the person does nOt make amends to wh~mever he 
offended , o r if an injured party docs no t pardon the offender, o r If anyone 

I 
' , 

unjust y carri eS arms. . . . .. 
23. Those who, simulating a kmd of relig iOSity, condemn the sacrament of 

the Lord's body and blood, the baptism of children, the priesthood and other 
ecclesiastical orders, and legitimate marriages, we expel from. the church of God 
and condemn as heret ics, and prescribe that they be constramed by the secular 
powers. We also bind up their defenders in the fetter of the same 
condemnation.6 

24. We also prescribe that no sale-price is to be demanded fo r chrism, holy oil 
and bu rials. 7 

25. If anyone receives provostships, prebends or other eccl es ia~tical benefi~es 
from the hand of a lay person, let him be deprived of the benefice unworthliy 
received. For the decrees of the holy fa thers state that lay people, no maner how 
devout they may be, have no power of disposal over ecclesiastical property, lI 

I Therefore ... si n omitted in Br 

1 Council of C lermont (11 30), canon 13 in part (Msi 2 1, H O); council of Rheims (1131 ), canon 
17 in part (Msi 21, 462); ch. 32 C. XX III q. 8 in part (Fr 1.965). 
2 Council o f Melfi ( l089). canon 14 (Msi 20, 724); ch. 1 D. LVI under the nameof pope U rban 
II (F. I, 219), 
1 we warn ... arm s: ch. 8 D. Von pen. (Fr \ , 1242). 4 Jas 2, 10. 
: Council of Melfi (1089), canon 16 (Msi 2.0' 724 ). .., 

Council of Tou louse (1 119), canon 3 (MSI 21, 226-227); sec R. MansellL , Bullettlno dclii st. 
Stor. ltaL per il Medio Evo 65 (1953) 30 and n. 1; A. Bo rst, Die Kat.harer (Schr!hen der MGH 
12). Stuttgart 1953, 115 n. 21; see also A. Frugoni, Amaldo da Bresoa nelle fontl del secolo XII . 
~ome 1954, 21-22. 

Council of Tou louse (1119). eanon 9 (Msi 21 , 227). 
• See Lateran cou ncil I, canon 8 (sec above p. 191 ) ; see also pseudo- Isidore, Stephen 12 
(l-l inschi us \86) . 
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26. Ad haec pcrniciosam ct detestabilem consuetudinem quarundam 
mulicrum, quae licet neque secundum regulam beati Benedicti nequc 
Basilii aut Augustini vivant, sanctimonialcs tamen vu lgo censeri des i
dcrant. aboleri decernimusa. Cum enim, iuxta regulam degentes in coe
nobiis, tam in ecclcsia quam in refectorio arque dormitorio communiter r. 

esse dcbeant. propria sibi aedificant receptacu la ct privata domicilia. in 
quibus subb hospitalitatis vclaminc passim hospites et minus rcligiosos 
contra sacros canonesb et bonos mores suscipere nullatenus erubescunt. 
Quia ergo amnis qui male ag it odit lucem, ac per hoc ipsae. ,bsconditac 
in iustorumC tabernaculo, opinantur se posse latere oeulos Iu,\icis cuncta 10 

cerncmis, hoc tam inhoneswm detestandumque Ragitium, nc ulterius 
fiat, omnimodis p rohibemus et sub poena anathema tis interdicimus.1 

27. Similid modod prohibemus, nee sanetimoniales simul cum canonicis 
vcl f monaehis in eec!esia in uno choro convcniant ad psallendum.2 

28. Obeunt ibus sane episcopis, quoniam ultra tres menses vacare I::; 

eccles iasg prohibent patrumh sanctiones, sub anathemate interdicimus, ne 
canonici de sedc episcopal i ab electione episcoporum exc!udant rclig iosos 
viros, sed eorum consilio honesta ct idonea persona in episcopum el igatu r. 
Quod si exc!usis eisdem religios is electio fuetit eclebrata, quod absque 
corum assensu et convenientia i factum fuerit, irritum habeatut etvacuum.3 20 

29. Attem autem illam mortiferam etk Deo odibilem ball istariorum1 

et sagittariorum, adversus christianos et cathol icos exetceti de cetera sub 
anathematc prohibemus .' 

30. Ad haecm ordinationes faetas a Petro Leonis et aliis sehismaticis 
etn haetetieis evacuamus et irritas esse ecnsemus.5 

decrevimus Br b om. Br C iustorum v. I. Rm Bn2 iniustorum nil. 
d similiter Br ut Br f sive Br g ecclesiam Br 
b patrum prohibcnt Br i conniventia Br k om. Rm Bn2 

balistaliorum Br m hoc /ltD nom. MD 

c. 25 C. XVlIl q. 2 partim (Fr I , 836). 
2 c. 25 C. XVlII q. 2 partim (Fr 1, 836). 
3 c. 35 D . LX II I (Fr. 1,247); atque etiam Gerhohus praepositus Reichersbergensis. Likr 
dr nov;lalibuJ huius lemporis, in MGH Libel/i, II I 290; Dialogus de panlijifalu sanflae Romanat 
tulaiat , ed . H. Boehmer, ibid., 534. Cf. G. Schreiber, Kurit und Klosltr im 12. jahrhundtrt, 
I Stuttgart 1910, 163. 
• c.l X . V 15 sub nomine Innocentii papae III (Fr 2,805). 
~ Cf. conc. Pisanum (1135), c. 7 (MGH Conslil., T 579); cf. etiam, inter alia , conc. Lat. T, 
e.5 (v. supra p. 190), atque Annaler HtrbipoltnJel, ed . G . H . Pertz, in MG H Scripl., XVI 2; 
Anl/aler SeligtnJladtnser, ed . L Dethmann, in i\-IGH Stripl., XVII 32; rlistoria AfauriniamuiJ 
mOllaJltrii, in MGI-t Scripl., XXVI 44-45; Ottonis Frisingcnsis Chronkon, cd. R. Wilmans, 
in 11GH Stripl., XX 261; ChrQnkon UTJpergtnu, in MG H Stripl., XX IIl 344 (de quibus 
cf. P. Schcffcr-Boichorst , Uber die sogtnl1lll/lm Anna/tn von Stligtnsladl flnd "erwandte QJ«IItn, 
Forschungen zur dcutschcn Geschichte 9 [18691 395, at v. Bernhardi 157 n. 15), 
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26. We dec ree dur the pernic ious and detestab le custom which has spread 
lUong som e women who, although they live neither accordi ng to the ru le of 
~Iessed Benedict, nor Basil nor Augustine, yet wish to be thought of by every
one as nuns, is to be abolished. For when, living accord ing to the rule in 
monasteries, they ought to be in church o r in the refectory or dormitory in 
common, they b uild for themselves their own retreats and private dwelling
places where, under the guise of hospi tality, indiscriminately and wi thout any 
shame they receive guests and secular persons contrary to the sacred canons and 
good morals. Because everyone who does evil hates the light, these women think 
that, hidden in the tabernacle of the just\ they can conceal themselves from the 
eyes of the Judge who se.cs everything; so we proh!bi~ in ever~ way this 
unri ghteous, hatefu l and disgraceful conduct and fo rbid It to contmue under 
pain of anathema.' 

27. In the same way, we p rohibit nuns to come togethe r with canons or 
monks in choir fo r the singing of the o ff ice. 2 

28. Since the decrees of the fathers prohibit churches to be left vacant fo r more 
than three months, we forbid u nder anathema the canons of the episcopal see to 
exclude religious men fro m the election following on the death of the bishop; 
bu t let a virtuo us and suitable person be elected as b ishop with their advice. 
Because if an election is held wi th these rel igious persons excluded, where th is is 
done without their knowledge and consent, it is null and void .} 

29. We prohibi t under anathema that murderous art of crossbowmen and 
archers, wh ich is hateful to God, to be employed aga inst C h rist ians and 
Cathol ics from now on. 4 

30. We render void the ordinances enacted by Peter Leoni and other schismatics 
and heretics, and deem them null. s 

< of the just varia1/! re{ldillg ill Rm B1I 2, of the unjusl others 

1 eh. 25 C. XV III q. 2 in part (Fr 1,836). 
2 eh. 25 C. XV II I q. 2 in pan (Fr 1, 836). 
1 ch. 35 D. LXII I (Fr 1,247); and Gcrhoh, provos t of K.eichersbcrg, Liba de novitlltibus 
hulUs temporis, in MG I-I Libelli. II I 290; Dialaglls dc pontificlltll StU/ctlle Rama/we ecclcsill c, 
ed. H. Boehmer, ibid., 534. See G. Schreiber, Kllrie lind Kloster im 12. jtlhrlJllndert, I Stuttgart 
1910, 163. 
.. ch. 1, Deeretllls, V 15 under the name of pope Innocent II I (Fr 2,805). 
S See cou ncil of Pisa ( 1135), canon 7 (MG H Constit .. I 579); S('c also, among others. Lateran 
eou.neil I, canon 5 (see above p. 190). and AIIlIlIlcs Herbipole1lSes, ed. G.H. Pertz, in MGI-I 
Scr,pt., XV I 2; AIIIIIlIcs Scligc1lStadellscs, (·d. L Bethmann. in MGl--! Seript., XV II 32; HiSlOri{1 
M~lITjniacensis monasterii, in MG H Script .. XXV I 44- 45; 0110 of Freisi ng. Chmllicoll, cd. R. 
Wllmans, in MG I-I Script .• XX 261; ChroniwlI Ursperge1lSe, in MG H S(Tipt., XX III 344 
(on these sec P. Scheffcr-Boichorsl, Uber die sogCllallntl'11 Amwlcn von Seligenstadt Imd 
VC"fWandte QlIellen, rorschungen zur deutschcn Geschichlc ') (1869 1395. and sec Bnnhardi 
157 n . 15). 
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