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I NTRODUCT I ON 

-
By an agreement reached at Venice in 11 77, the bitter conflict which had ari sen 
about tVt'cnty years ea rli er between Pope Alexander III ( 11 59- 11 81 ) and 
Emperor Frcdcri~k I. ( 11 52- 1190) w~s brought to an end . For when Pope 
Hadrian IV had died In 1159, the cardmals elected two po pes together, namely 
Roland of Siena, who took the name of Alexander III , and Octavian of Rome, 
who though he was nominated by fewer cardinals, nevertheless with the support 
of the emperor Frederick usurped the name of Pope VictOr IV. The emperor, 
wish ing to remove everything which stood in the way of hi s authority in Italy, 
declared war upon the Ita lian states and especially the Roman church which, 
after its slruggle fo r eccles iast ica l liberty for so many years, was enjoy ing great 
authority. The emperor carried on the war for a long time. A serious schism had 
arisen out of this conflict , and after Victor IV two ant ipo pes were nominated in 
opposition to Alexander III , namely Paschal III (1164- 11 68) and Calli stlls III 
(11 68- 11 78). At last, when Alexander had ga ined the victory , he promised the 
empero r at Venice that he would summon a genera l counciJl . 

The part icular object of this council was to put an end to the schism within the 
church and the quarrel between the emperor and the papacy. It was summoned 
by Pope Alexander in 11 78, "so tha t acco rdi ng to the custom of the ancient 
fathers, the good should be sought and confirmed b y many, and that with the 
cooperation of the grace of the holy Spi rit , by the efforts of all , there sho uld be 
carried o ut what was required for the correct ion of abuses and the es tablishment 
of what was pleasing to God"2. The council was held at Rome in March 11793

. 

About three hundred fa thers assembled from the provinces of Europe and some 
from the Latin east\ and a single legate from the G reek church5

. It began o n 5 
March, acco rding to Archbishop William of T yre, o ur chief authori ty6. The 

1 See Pactum prtl(?vium inler imperalOrem el ecclesiam, cd . L. Weiland , in MGH Consl .. I 
Hanover 1893, 364 (ch. 25). 
2 Alexandri Iff pllptle cpistoltlC el privifegia. lener 1356 (J>L 200,11 84); see also the letters of 
summons 1357- 1358 Gaffe 13097- 13099); all are datt·d 21 September 1178; we also know of 
another letter of summons, dated 30 May 1178 Gaffe ])070): see Epistoille pontilieum Roma
norum incditllc. cd. S. Loewenfeld, Leipzig 1855, 154- 155 no. 27 1. 
, s.e DThe 8/2 (1925) 2645. 
' .There arc tWO listS of signatures, though they are not complete; see L D'Achery, Spi
nkgium, XII Paris 1675.638- 651 (Msi 22, 213-2 17, 239- 240), and Msi l 2 (1748) 691 - 700 
~si 22, 458- 468); see Tangl, Die Teilllebmer ... , 21 0-219; Rousset de Pina 159 and n. 2. 

See especially P. Lamma, Commelli e Staufer. Ricercbe slIi rapporti Ira Bisanzio e I'Ocridente 
:elsecolo XII , II Rome 1957,300-301. 
h.See William of Tyre, H istoria rerum ill parribltS lrtmsmarilli5 geslarum XX I, 26, Recueil des 
lStoriens des Croisades, Hisloriens O ccid entaux, I Paris 1844 , 1049 (PL 201, 842 : A H istory 

of Deeds (lone bqond the Sell , trans. E. Babcock and A. Krey, Columbia Universit y Records 
of Civil ization 35, II New Yo rk 1943,436-438). 
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bishops first heard Rufinus, bisho p of Ass isi, who in a highly po li shed address 
prai sed the Roman pont iff and the Roman church, "that church to which alone 
belongs the decision and power to summo n a general council , to lay down new 
canons and cancel the old; indeed, though the fat hers had summo ned a so lemn 
council many times in the past, yet the obligat io n and reason to do this was nevc r 
mo rc expedient than at the presen t,,7. 

\'(,fc do not have the same reasons fo r doubting the ecumenical nature o f this 
council as we have fo r Lateran I and 11 8. Fo r, the way in which the counci l was 
summo ned and cond ucted by the pope, and the number of fathers who gathered 
fro m the whole Lat in world and devo ted their cffo rts to strengthening the uni ty 
of the church and condemning heretics, resemble rather the ancient cou ncils 
than Lateran I and II and exemplif)" the typ ica l council of the Middle Ages 
presided over by the Ro man ponti ff9. Fo r this reason it is not surpr ising that 
chronicles of the period frequently refer to th is counci l as Lateran I. 

Although we do not possess the acts of the council, we have evidence from 
chronicles and annals lo and especially fro m the canons which the fat hers laid 
down in the final sess ion on 19 March II. Accordingly, to avo id future schisms it 
was first laid down that nobody was to be regarded as Ro man po nti ff unless he 
had been elected by two thirds of the ca rd inals (canon 1); all ap po in tments by 
antipopes were deemed invalid (canon 2); heretics ca ll ed Cathars were 
excommunicated l2 and likewise were the bands of mercenaries, or rather 
criminals, which were causing utter d estruction in some parts of Europe; it was 
declared, and this seems an innovation, that arms sho uld be taken up aga inst 
them (canon 2 7~lJ; \~ was als? dec ided not to pass judgment about the preaching 
o f the Waldenslans . All th iS seems to have been d irected to st rengthening the 
uni ty of the church I S. In add it ion, Alexander III and rhe fa thers, renewing the 
precedent of Lateran I and II , laid down several canons fo r the reform of the 
church and some concern ing morals and civil affairs. 

7 G. Mori n, Le discours ti'ouverture du conciie gellerrll de Luran (J 179) et I'oeuvre litterrlire 
de maitre Rufil/, eveque d'AHise, Atti della Pontif. Accad. Romana di archeologia, Ser. [II , 
Memorie2( 1928) 117,and see also 11 3- 121. 
8 See above pp . 187 and 195. 
'I See Hauck, Die Rezeptioll . . ,468; Tang1 196, 211; Roussci de Pina 158-159; Fransen, in Le 
concile, 127. 
10 See among others Rousset de Pina 156 n. 4. 
11 See Rousset de Pina 161- 173; co nn'ming the days on whic h sessions were held, see DThC 
812 (1925) 2645-2646. 
:; See among others A. Bo.rsl, Die Katharer, S~uttgart 1953, 115 and also 10,241,247,250. 

See among others H . Plssard, La guerTl' samte en pays chretien. Essai sur I'origille l't Ie' 
tieve/oppement des t}U!OriC5 ca1l01llq /l es, Paris 191 2, 27-.H. 
14 See especially Walter Map, Ne Nugis Curi!llium (Col.rtiers' Trifles), I, 31, edd. and tran s. 
M. J a~es, c. Brooke and R. Mynors, Oxford 1983, 125-119; see P. Pouzet, Les origilles 
lyonllalSes tie la secte des Vaudois, Revue d'histoi re de I'eglis(' de France 12 (1936) 10-16; G. 
Gonnet, Ii Valdismo f1/edioevale, To rre Pd lice 1942,25-27; R. Mansell i, Studi sulle eresie dd 
secolo X II, Rome 1953,84-87. 
15 See also canons 24 and 26 on Jews and Sarac(~ns. 
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The canons of this counci l played a notable part in the futu re government of 
the church l6. They were frequen tl y included in the collections of decretals 
compiled in the late 12th and ea rly 13th century, and afte rwards all were inse rted 
into Po pe Gregory lX 's Decreta ls. \'(falter H o ltzmann and other scholars.con
sidered that these decretal co llect ions in fac t arose fro m this Lateran counCil and 
its canonsl 7 . Certainly the canons, unl ike those of Late ran I and II and many 
preceding councils, appear to have been worked out by an excellent lega l mind, 
so that it is probable they were composed under the authori ty of Alexander III 
himself, who was an expert lawye r. The canons, except for those which refer to 
Lateran Il or the counc il of Rhcims in 1148 (see canons 2, 11, 20-22) o r to 
Gratian's D ecrees (see canons 1- 4, 7, II , 13- 14, 17- 18), are new and original. 

The t radi t ion of the canons has nor yet been adequately examined and remains 
very uncertain. Many man uscript codices surv ive fo r th is council (in contrast to 
Lateran I and II ). H owever, they do not seem to give us the vers ion of the canons 
which was confirmed by ecclesiasti ca l autho ri ty and which Archbishop W illiam 
of T yre, with the autho rity of the fath ~ rs, had himself d raw n U~18. Frequent ly 
the canons arc to be found in chromcles and dec retal collections. T hey are 
included in fo ur contemporary English chro nicles: those of Abbot Benedict 
of Peterbo ro ugh 19 Gervase of C anterburv20

, William o f N ewburgh 21
, and 

Roge r of Hovede~ .?2. And in the follo\Vin~ collections of decretals2}: the 
co llect ion called the Appendix of the Lateran counciJ2\ the co llect ions of 

It. See llowevt'T PL 205, 235 C. 
17 See esp~iall y W. Holt zmann. Collectio Eberba~l'1ISis, Z~itschr~ft der Savigny-Stiftunl; f~r 
Reehtsg('schichle. Kanan. Abt. 17 (1928) 550-551; Idem, Die. Re.glS~er Papst Al~xmltler 111.111 
dell I-hi'nderl der Kllllol/isten , Quellen und Forschun).;en aus Itailelllschen Archl\'en und 131b
lioth(,ke n 30 (1940) 16- \7, and Congres de droit canonique med ieval, Louvai n et Bruxclles, 
22-26 jui llet 1958, Louvain 1959, 7. On til(' collections of dec retals, see espec ia lly~. Hohz
mann, Ober eilll' Ausgabe der pdpstlichen Dekretttim des 11. j"hrIJlmder(S, Nachnc1l1en der 
Akad. der Wissensch. in Gottingen (1945) 15-36 (= Hohzmann ); S. Kuttner, Notes OIl d 

Projecteti Corpus of the Twelfth -Cc1ltury Df'O'eta/ Letters. Traditio 6 (1948) 345-351; 
W. Holtzmarlll, in Papal DCCYf'tals Relating to the DIocese of Li,lcob, ill the Twdfth CClltllry, 
by W. Holt zman n and E. Kcmp (Pub lica lions of tll(· Lincoln Record Society 47), t-i (' reford 
1954, IX-XV ll ; idem, KtlllOllistische ErgiillzlIlIgf'n ZlIr It,t/id polltificia, Quellen und Fors
chulll;cn aus italien ischcn Archiv('n und Biblioth£'ken 37 (1957) 56-57 (= Hohzmann 11 ). 
18 Sec Will iam of Tyre, /-l istoria ... , 1051 (PL 20 1, 842; trans. Babcock 11 438) . . 
\9 See Gesta regis /-Imrici seclflldi Benedicti abbatlf . .. , cd. W. Siubbs (Ro ll s Series 49/ 1), I 
London 1867,222-238. 
20 See The H istorical Works of Gervase of Canterbury, ed. W. Stubbs (Rolls S('ries 73/1), I 
London 1879,278-292. 
21 See Chronicles of the ReigllS of Stephell, Henry II, arid Richard I. ed. R. Howlett (Rolls 
Series 8211), I London 1884,206-223. 
22 See ehronica 11ldgistri Rogeri tie Hovedene, ed. W. Stubbs (Rolls Series 5112 ), 11 London 
1869, 173- 189; the canons wh ich were pri nt('d by Msi 1 2 (1748) 687-690 (Msi 22, 455-458) 
from the anonymous Zwetla history of the Roman pon tiffs, appear 10 be rubrics. 
1J Sec the list of collect ions in Holtzmann 21-14, Holtzmann 11 58- 63 . 
14 See J. von Schu lte, Zur Geschichte der Literatur uber das Dekret GratiallS, II. Beitrag, 
Si tzu ngsber. Ak. Wien 64 (1870) 139-1 40 (= Schulte 11. Beitr.); idem, Beitrag zur Geschichte 
des canonischerl Rechts von Gratian his auf Bernhard von P'lv ia, ibid. 72 (1872) 486, sao, 
514-5 15 (= Schulte); E. Friedberg, Die Kdnolus-5ammlungen zwischen Grlltian und Bern-
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Bambcr~2S, Berlin 116
, Canterbury 1_ 11 27, Kasscl 28 , Chcltcnnam29, C laudian JO , 

Con onJ
, Dcrtosa31

, Douai}3 , Durham3\ EbcrbachJS, Eriangcn J6 , 

Flo rian}7, Klostcrneubcrg38 , Leipzi ~9. Oriel 1140, Paris )" ! , Pcrcrhousc42, 

hard von Pavitl, Leipzig 1897, 63- 65, 67, 71-72 (= Friedberg); F. Heyer, Zcitsc hrih der 
Savigny-Sti hung fur Rechtsgeschichte, Kanon. Abt. 3 ( \913) 625-627 (= Heyer); J. Junekcf, 
Die Col/l'ctio Berolinensis .. ", ibid. 13 (1924) 408 (= Junek"r); W. H oltzmann. Die Regisll'r 
Papst Alexdllders 111 .. " op. cit., 18-19; see also S. KUlIner. Repertorillm der Kallo"isrik 
(1/40-1134) (St udi c testi 71). I Vatican City 1937,290-291 ("" Kunner); Holtzman n n no. 
28; H oltzmann II 61. 
zs Sec Schulte II. Beilr. \39-140; Schulte 494, 495, 51 4-5 15: Friedberg 87,1 14- 115; H eyer 
631: juncker 306-307, 321; W. Holtzman n, Die Register Papst Alexilru/ers III ... , op. ci t.. 54 ; 
W. Deeters, Die Bambergensisgruppe der Dekretalemammhmgell des 12. jahrhumlert5 (Dis
sertation ), Bonn 1956,43.315- 323 (= Deeters): see also Kuttner 292: Holtzmann 2J no. 30; 
H oltzmann II 61. 
26 See Heyer 622 : j unckcr 288-289, 306-307, 32 1 ff., 348 ff., 408; see also Kuttner 278; 
H oltzmann 22 no. 8; Ho ltzman n II 59 . 
27 See G. Warner and J. Gi lson, Catalogue of \Ve$lem Manllscripts in the Old Royal lind 
King 's Collectiom, 1 London 1921.312; set· also Kuttner 282: l-I oltzrnann 22 no. 14; Holtz
mann II 59. 
28 See CorplfS iuris ctll/onici, ed. I. H. Bohmer. Halle 1747, XX 1 V: Schu lt e I I. Bei tr. 139- 140: 
Schulte 493, 514- 515: Freidberg 130; juncker 408- 409; Deeters 43, 315- 323: see also Kuttner 
293; Ho ltzmann 23 no. 33: Holtzmann II 62. 
19 See E. Seckel, Ober drei Canones-Sammhmgen dn allsgehefl(/en 12. j tlhrlJlmderts in cnglis
chen Hamlsclmften, Neues Archiv 25 (1899- 1900) 526, 531 n. 4: Heyer 636; Kuttner 298; see 
also Holtzmann 22 no. 24; Holtzmann 11 60. 
lO See Kuttner 279 (Cotton I); see also Hohzmann 22 no. 20; Hol tzmann II 60. 
II See K. H ampe, Reise nach England 'Von juJi 1895 bis Februar 1896. Neues Archiv 22 
(1896- 1897) 388 n. I ; Heyer 635; see also Ku ttner 297 (Cotton 11 ); Holtzmann 22 no. 25; 
Holtzmann II 60. 
n See W. Ho ltzmann, Beitrage xu den Dekretalensammhmgcn des 2wolften jahrJJlmderrs, 
Zeiuchrift der Savigny-Stiftung fur Rechtsgeschichte, Kanan. Abt. 16 (1927) 40 ; sce also 
Kuttner 279; Ho ltzmann 21 no. 1; Holtzmann II 58. 
B See Kuttner 279; see also Hol tzmann 22 no. 11; Holtzmann II 59. 
}. Sec Kuttner 28 1: see also Holtzman n 22 no. 16; Hol tzmann II 60. 
H See Holtzmann, Collectio Eberbacensis ... , 551 , 555; see al so Kuttner 28 1; Holtzmann 21 
no. 2; Holt zmann II 58. 
16 See Deeters 43 , 315-323; see also Kuttm'r 294; H oltzmann 23 no. 31; I-Io ltzmann II 62 . 
.l7 Sec Kuttn er 281: see also H ohmann 22 no. 9; Holtzmann II 59. 
38 See F. Sch8nstci ner, Die Collectio Cltw5troneobll rgensis, jahrbuch des Stiftes Kloster
neubu rg 2 (1 909) 1-154; Heyer 622; juncker 408; H -E. Lohma nn , Die Collectio Wigomiensis 
(Co llectio LomlinclIsis Regia). Eirl Beitrag zur QuellengeschiclJle des kan onischen RechLS im 
12. jahrhuruiert, Zeitschrift der Savigny-Stiftung fur Rechtsgeschich te, Kanan. Abt. 22 (1 933) 
44 ; see also Kuttner 278; Holtzmann 22 no. 23; Holtzman n II 60. 
39 Sec Schulte 491, 514- 515: Quinque campi/ationes twtiqllde ... , cd. E. Friedbcrg, Leipzig 
1882, 189; Friedberg 115 H.,j uncker 307, 322-324, 408; Deeters 43, 315-323; sec also Kuttner 
292-293: Ho ltzmann 23 no. 32; Holtzmann II 62 . 
40 See Kuttner 295; see also Holtzmann 23 no. 29; Holtzmann II 61. 
41 See Friedberg 46, 52-63; Heyer 621;juncker 297, 300, 408; sec also Kuttner 286; Holtz
man n 22 no. 6; Ho ltzmann II 59. 
42 See W. Holtzman n. 214m ProzefJ der Abtissin Mathia 'Von S. MaritI in Caplla, Zeitschrift der 
Savigny-Sti ftu ng fu r Rechtsgesch ichte, Kanon. Abt. 27 ( 1938) 302; see also Holtzmann 22 no. 
26: Holtzmann 11 60. 
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Roches tcr'u, SangermanH
, and Tanner45; and there arc a cons i derab l~ number of 

collections still to be examined46. T he canons are also contained 10 the book 
ca lled " Rommersdorfer Briefbuch,,47, the Cartulary of Rievaulx48 , and the 
cod ices Florence Rice. 288 (Day-book)49, Innsbruck Univ. 90 (G ratian's 
Decrees)50 and (which seem to have been unnoticed hi therto) Vatican Rcgin. 
lat. 596", 12th century (fos. 6'-8'), and 984", 12th century (fos. 2'-r)"- We 
can say for certain that the canons of the council were spread abroad th rough the 
who le Latin church, and were of great weig.ht in its concerns and trans.actions54 . 

The first primed edit io n was made by C~ (2, 1551,8.36-843). H e edited, from 
a manusc rip t now lost or unknown, the whole co llection known as the Appen
dix of the Lateran council , which is divided into fifty parts; all 27 canons of 
Lateran I I I are in the first part. This text was copied by Su (3, 1567, 626- 633) and 
Bn (3, 1606, 1345- 1350), though Su introduced some erro rs. Bn, w l~o was the 
first to give the name " Appendix of the Lateran council :' to the co ll ~ctl on, added 
some variant readings and rubrics which he had found In the chromcle of Roger 
of Hoveden. The Roman editors (Rm 4, 1612,27- 33), using also the manuscript 
codex o f Antonio Augustine of Tarragona, produced a more accurate textS5 and 

H St'e \'1/. Holtzmann, I'apstllrkllnden ill England, I l3crlin 1930, 141; Kuttner 282; H'e also 
Holtzman n 22 no. 15: Iiolt zmann II 59. 
H Sec I-I. Si nger. Nt'lle IJeitriige iiber die DekretalenstHlImlllrlgcrl tlor mitt 1/t1ch Baniwnl 'Von 
Ptlvitl, Si tzu ngsber. Ak. Wi{'n 171 (1914) 121 - 124; J-I (·yt·r 639; junckcr 408-409: see also 
Kuttner 298-299: Iioltzmann 23 no. 39: Holtzmann II 62. 
H Sec Kuttner 294: W. I-Ioltzman n, Die Dekretalensammluugeu lies 11. jahrlJlwdalS. J. Die 
Sammlllng Tanner, Festschrift zur Feier des 200 jahrigen Bestehens der Ak. def Wissensch. in 
Gottin gen, Goui ngen-Berlin-Heidelbcrg 1951,86, 106- 107; see also Holtzmann 23 no. 35; 
Holtzmann J I 62. 
46 To these decretal collections. Herold (see below p. 210) added three others: Alcoba,a (see 
Holtzmann II 58 ), Ambrosian (see Holt7.mann II 59), Cusa (sec Holtzmann II 59). 
47 See F. Kempf, Das Rommersdorfer Briefbuch des /J. j tlIJrlJUlIderts, Mi ttei lungen des oster
reichischen Insti tuts fur Geschich tsforschung, Erg.- Bd. X1II3, Innsbruck 1933,505. 
.s See Ca rtularium abbathitle de Rie'Valle ordinis Cisterat'rlSis (Publications of the Su rtees 
Society 83). Durham 1889,362-376. . 
.'1 See Le Liber cerlSU llm de Nglise romail/e, edd. P. Fabre and L. Duchesne, Pans 1910, 
Introd. 21, vol. II , 17- 18; Dt'eters 382 . 
$0 See F. Maassen, Beitrage 2 M CeschiciJte der juristischeu Litcratur des Mittc!tl!ters, inbeson
dere der Dl'cret;stell- Litermur des zwolften jahrhunderts, Sitzungsber. Ak. \'I/ien 24 (1857) 64; 
Friedber!; 3: j uncker 296, 408; Kuttner 286: see also Hol tzmann 21 no. 2; Holtzmann II 58. 
5 1 See A. Luchaire, ttude Sllr quelques manll serits de Rome ct lie Pilris, Paris 1899, 153- 154. 
5l See Chrolliqllcs de SI -Mflrt itll de Limoges, cd. H . Duples-Agi(·r, Pari s 1874, ~ III , LXVIII. 
53 To t\H.'se codices Herold (see below p. 210) added two others; Hrussels, BIb!. Royale, II 
2532; Darmstadt, Hessisc he Landt·s - und Universititsb ibliothek, 542. 
54 The canons, as we have said. were included in the Deeretals of Gregory IX. They were also 
included in the collections of Bruges (see Friedberg 137;juncker 408-409: Kuttner 297- 298; 
Hohzmann 23 no. 36; Holtzmann II 62-(3 ) and of Frankfurt (See S. KUllner. Collectio 
Fraucafllrtaua, Zei tschrift der Savigny-Stiftung fur Re~htsgesc~ichte, Ka~on: Abt. 22 (1933) 
372; !-Iohzman n 23 no. 37; Ho ltzmann II (3) and III the first Compilation (see Schulte 
514-5 15: Quinqlle compilationes amiquat' ... , VIII ; j uncker 408-409; Kuttner 322-344). 
ss In the manuscript codex Vatican Lat. 6418, I (on which see S. Kuttner, L'e~/i~ion .romaine 
des conciles gbu!rtllIX et les dell'S d,l premier conale de Lyon , Rome 1940, 84) It IS said of the 

. (' " 
I ' 
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more variant readings. Later ed itions, all of which we have examined, followed the 
Roman text, namely: ER 27 (1644) 439- 463; LC 10 (1671) 1507- 1523; Hrd 6 (1714) 
1673- 1684; CI13 (1730) 416-432: Msi 22 (1778) 2 17- 233. Bohmer, who published 
his edition in 1747. before Msi, is an exception. H e rook the canons from 
the Kassel co llection of decretais, where (he o rder and some readings arc 
diffcrent56

. Finally H erold, in his unpublished Bonn dissertation of 195257, 

examined thoroughly the whole tradition and established the order of the 
canons; using 36 sources58

, he concluded there were 34 different tradi tions59 ! 
As things now stand, it is imposs ib le to usc all the known sources fo r our 

edition. For, these sources reveal only a limited part of the whole tradition and, 
what is even more impo rtant, we do not yet understand the relations between 
the individual traditions. Even Herold has nOt examined these rclations suffi 
ciently . Wc have therefore preferred to publish the (cxt of a s ingle tradition , 
namely that of the Appendix of the Lateran council , using C r2 and Rm as the 
best text of thi s tradition and including the va riant readings li sted in Rm. This 
" Appendix" is a good text , as even Hero ld's text (= H ) shows. We have given 
Hero ld 's variant readings in the criti cal apparatus, and we have noted in foot 
notes the order in which he places the 23 canons that he includes. 

BIB Ll 0 G R A PH y , H-L 5/2 (1 91 3) 1086- 1112: DThe 8/ 2 (1925) 2644-2652; DD,e 6 
(1957) 347-3 49 ; L ThK 6 e 1961 ) 816; NCE 8 (1967) 406- 41 0; HC 4 (1980) 63-66; A. I-lauck, 
Kirchengeschichte Deutschlands, IV Leipzig 1903, 294-296; idem, Die Rezeption und Umbi/
dung der a/lgemeinen Synode im Mittelalter, Historischc Vierteljahrschrih 10 (1907) 468 H.i F. 
H eyer, Zeitschrift der 5avigny-5tiftun g fur Rechtsgeschichte, Kanon. Abt. 3 (1913) 625-62 7; 
G. Tangl, Die Teilnehmer an den al/gemeinen KOll ziJien des Mitrelalters. Weimar 1922, 196-
201, 21 0-219; W. H oltzmann , Colfectio Eberbacemis, Zeitschrift der Savigny-Stiftung fur 
Rechtsgesch ichte, Kanon. Abt. 17 ( 1928) 550-551; H -E. Lohman n, Die Collectio Wigomiemis 
... , ibid. 21 ( 1933) 54-55; H. J. Schroeder, Disciplinary Decrei!s of the Gl'1Ieral Councils, 51. 
Louis, Mo. - London 1937, 214-235; J. Roussel de Pina, in A. Fliche and others, Du premier 
concile du Latran a I'avenement d'lrmocl'1lt Ill , II (H istoirc de l'eglise 9/2), Pa ris 1953, 
156- 174 ; W.M. Ploch l, Geschichte des Kirchenrechts, II Vienna 1955, see p. 495 ; M. Pacaut, 
Alf!xandre III . l tudt' sur la conct'ption du pOlI'tJoir pontifical dans Sll pensce et dans S07/ oeuvre, 
Paris 1956, 128,261,262, '268,272,281,284,286,287,292,301; S. Kuttner, Brief Note, 
COllcerning the Canons of the Third Laterall Council, Traditio \J (1957) 505-506; G. Fransen, 
L 'ecclcsi%gie des concilt's ;nidievallx, in Le conci/f! , 125-1 41 : R. Fo reville, Latrall I , II, III et 
Latran IV (HistOire des Conciles 6). Paris 1965 ; M. Mollat and P. Tombeur, Les coneiles 
Latran I a Latran IV: Concordance , indf!x, Jistf!S de frcqllf!lIce, ltIbles comparatives (Conciles 
oecumcniques medievaux I), Louvain 1974; J. Longerc (cd.), Le troisieme concile de Larran 
(1 179). Sa place dans [,histoire, Communications presentees ala Table Ronde du C.N. R.S. , Ie 
26 avril 1980, Paris 1982. 

canons of this council; ". the canons must be placed as they have been edi ted, and the 
various readi ngs in the codex of AntOn io Au gustine must be considered ... " (fo l. 54'): but in 
the table of contents we read: " ... collated wi th the manu script codices and with the Annals of 
the En glis hman Roger of I-I oveden" (fol. all r). 
56 See CorplIs illris canonia .. . , cd. I. Bohmer, II Halle 1747, App. 185- 189; below each of the 
canons are the variant readings taken from H rd. v W. Herold, Dif! Canones des J. Lateran
konlils (1 179). Hi s dissertation relies on th e ad vice and direClion of W. Holtzmann. 
58 Herold however was unaware of the Florence and twO Vatican Rq;in . codices. 
59 See S. Kuttner, Brief Note, Conceming the Canons of thf! Third LaterlU/ COllncil, Tradi tio 
13 (1957) 505- 506. 

Wb\~ ~~"u 

T EXT AND TRANSLATION 



211 COI/ctftum La/('raT/emc 11/- 1179 

CANONES 

1.1 Licct de evilandaa discordia in electione summib pontificis mani
festa satis a nosrris praedccessoribus consti tuta manaverint2, tamen quia 
saepe post ilia per improbae ambition is audaciam gravem passa cst 
ecclesia scissuram, nos ctiam ad malum hoc cvitandum, de consilio 
ftattum nostrotum et sac ri approbatione coneilii aliquid decrevimusc $ 

adiungendum. Statuimus igirut ur si forte, inimico homine supcrsemi
nante zizaniad3, inter cardinales de substituendo pontifice non potuerit 
concordia plena esse, et duabus partibus concordant ibus tertia pars 
noluerit concordare aut sibi alium praesumpserit ordinarec• illef Romanus 
pontifex habeatur, qui a duabus partibus fucrit clcctus cr receptus. Si H) 

quis autem de tertiac panis nominationc confisus, quia remg non potest. 
sibi nomen episcopi usurpaverit, tam ipse quam qui cum receperint. 
cxcommunicationi subiaceant et tOt ius sacri ordini~ privatione mulctcntur, 
ita ut viarici eis ctiam, nisi tantum in ultimis, communio denegetur, et 
nisi res ipuerint, cum Dathan et Abiron, quos terra vivos absorbuit\ I~ 
acc ipiant porrionem. Praeterea, si a paucioribus aliquis quam a duabus 
panibus fuerit clectus ad apostOlatus officium, nisi maior concordia 
inrercesserit, nulla tenus assumatur et praedictae poenae subiaceat, si 
humi litcr noluerit abstinere . Ex hoc tamen nullum canonicis consti tu
tionibush et aliis ccdesiasticis i praeiudicium generclur, in qui bus maioris 20 
et scniorisk parris debet senrentia praevalere, quia quod in eis dubium 
venerit, superiori s poterit iudicio definiri. In Romana vero ccdesia 
al iquid specialc constituitur, quia non potest rccursus ad superiorem 
haberi. t> 

2'. Quod a pracdeccssorc nostra felicis memoriae Innocenrio factum 2t> 
est? innovan tes, o rdinationes ab Octavia no ct Guidone hacrcs iarchis 
necnon et lohannc Srrumensi8 , qui cos secutus est, faetas, et ab orclinatis 
ab eis, irritas essc censemus, adicientes etiam ur, sil qui dignitates ecde
siast icas seu beneficia per praedictos schismaticos receperunrm , careant 

vitanda H b Romani H e decemimus II d ziZllniam C,.z·ER, H 
e nominare vel ordinare II. I. Rm nominare II 

absque ulla exceptione ab universa ccdesia add. II. I. Rm, II 
II: de rationc esse II. I. Rm qlllU Jamtn gloua lIidduT 
h institutiooibus H i ccclesiis 11. I. Rm, H; jorJaue ecclesiasticis (electionibus) 

sanioris Cr, LC-Mli, H 1 0m• II m acccpc runt H 

I C. I in II. 
I Cf. praesc rdm c. 1 conc. Romani a. 1059 sub Nicolao 11 papa habiti (Msi 19, 897, 907) 
ciusdemque bull. In nomine Domini (Msi 19, 903-904; MGH, Vgll in-j.o, 11/2,177-179); d. 
edam c. I D. XXIII (Fr 1 77-79). 
I Cf. MIn. 25. 
t cr. Dt 11,6 Catque etiam Nm 16,30-33). 
'c.6X. J 6(Fr2.5 1}. 'C.2inH. 
7 Cf. conc. Lat. 11 c. 30 (cf. supra p. 203 ). 
• Octavianlls i. e. V ictor IVantipapa (11 59-1164), Guido Le. Paschal is III antipapa (1164 
ad 11 68), Johannes abbas Strumensis i. c. Callistus III antipapa (1l68- 11 78). 
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CANONS 

1.1 Although clear enough decrees have been handed down by our predeces
sors to avoid dissension in the choice of a sovereign ponti fF, nevertheless in 
spite of these, because through wicked and reckless ambition the church has 
often suffered serious di vision, we tOo, in order to avoid this evi l, on the advice 
of our brethren and with the approval of the sacred council, have decided that 
some addition mUSt be made. Therefore we decree that if by chance, through 
some enemy sowi ng tares), there cannot be full agreement among the cardinals 
on a successor to the papacy, and though two thirds are in agreement a third 
party is un willing to ag ree with them or presume.s to appoint someone else for 
itself, that person shall be held as Roman pontIff who has been chosen and 
received by the tWO thirds. But if anyone trusting to his nominat ion by the third 
party assumes the name of bishop, since he cannot take the reality, both he and 
those who receive him are to incur excommunication and be deprived of all 
sacred o rder. so that viaticum be denied them, except at the hour of death, and 
unless they repent, let them receive the lot of Dathan and Abiron\ who were 
swallowed up alive by the earth. Further, if anyone is chosen to the apostolic 
office by less than twO thirds, unless in the meantime he receives a larger 
support , let him in no way assume it, and let him be subject to the foresaid 
penalty if he is unwilling humbly ro refrain. However, as a result of this decree, 
let no prejudice ari se to the canons and other ecclesiastical consriwtions accord
ing to which the decision of the greater and seniol part should prevail, because 
any doubt that can arise in them can be settled by a higher authority; whereas in 
the Roman church there is a specia l constitution, since no recourse can be had to 
a superiors. 

2. Renewing the decision taken by our predecessor of happy memory, 
Innocent 7, we decree that the ordinances made by the heresiarchs Octavian and 
Guido, and also by John of StrumaS who followed them, and by those ordained 
by them, are void; and furthermore that if any have received ecclesiastical 
dignities or benefices through the foresaid schismatics, they are to be deprived of 

k sounder C,-J, LC-Msi, H 

I Canon I in II. 
1 See especially canon I of the council of Rome held in 1059 under pope N icholas II (Msi 19, 
897,907) and his bull tTl rlOnline /)ommi (Msi 19,903- 904; MGI!. Leges itl-P, 1112. 177-
179); see also ch. I D. XX III (Fr 1, 77-79). 
.I See Mt 13, 25. 
• See Dt 11,6 (and also Nm 16,30-33). 
~ ch. 6 Decreld/s I 6 (Fr 2.51). b Canon 2 in H . 
7 See Lateran counc il II , caoon 30 (sec abo\'e p. 203). 
8 Octavian was the antipope Victor IV (1159-1164), Guido was the antipope Paschal III 
(1164- 1168), and John. abbOi of Struma. was the antipope Callistus III (1168-1178). 
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impetratis 1, Alienationes quoque seua invasiones, quae per eosdem 
schismaticos sive per laicos factae sum de rebus ecclesiasticis. omni 
careant firmitate et ad ecclesiam sine ornni eius onere revertantur. Si 
quis autem contraire praesumpserir, excommunicauoni se noverit sub-

~ iacece. Illes autem, qui sponte juramentum de rencodo schismate pcaesti
tcrintb , a sacris ordinibus et dignir3tibus decrevimusc manere suspensos.2 

3.3 Cum ind sacris ordinibus et ministeriis ecclesiasticis. et aetatis 
maturitas cr morum gravitas et scientia litterarum sit inquirendae• multo 
fo rtius haeef in episcopo oportet inquiri. qui ad curam positus aliorum, 

10 in se ipso debet ostendere qualiter alios in domo Domini oporteat 
conversari. Eapropter, ne quod deg quibusdam ex necessitate temporis 
factum est, in exemplum trahatur a posteris, praesenti decreto statuirnus, 
ut nullus in episcopum eligatur, nisi qui iam trigesimum aetatis annum 
egerit et de legitime sit matrimonio natus, qui etiam vita et scientia 

15 commendabi lis demonstretur. Cum autem electus fuerit et confirma
tionem electionis acceperit et ecclesiasticorum bonorumh administra
tionem habuerit. decurso tempore de consecrandis episcopis a canonibus 
definito, is ad quem spectant beneficia, quae habuerat, disponendi de 
illis liberam habeat facultatem. Inferiora edam ministeria. utputa i de-

20 canatus, archid iaconatus et alia quae animarum curam habem annexam, 
nullus omnino suscipiat, sed nec parochialium ecclesiarum regimen, nisi 
qui iam vigesimum quintum aetatisk annum attigerit, et qui scientia et 
moribus exsistat commendandus. Cum autem assumptus fueri t, si archi
diaconus in d iaconum l etm decanim (et reliqui admoniti)non fuerint praefixo 

2S a canonibus tempore in presbyteros ordinati, et ab ilIo removeantur 
officio et alii conferatur, qui et velit et poss it convenienter illud implere; 
nee prosit iUisn appellationis diffugium, si fone in transgressionemo con
stitutionis istius per appellationem voluerint se tueri. Hoc sane non solum 
de promovendis, sed de his etiam qui iam promQ(i sunt, si canones non 

30 obsistant, praecipimus observandum. Clerici saneP si comra formam 
istam quemquam elegerint, et e1igendi potestate tunc privatos et ab 
ecclesiasticis benefici is triennio se noverint suspensos. Dignum est enim 
ut, quos timor Dei a malo non revocat, ecclesiasticae saltemq coerceat 
severitas disciplinae. Episcopus autemf , si cui fecerit aut fieri consenserit 

3~ contra hocs• in conferendis praedictist potestatem suam amittat: et per 

sive H b praestiterunt H c decc:rnimus H d cunctis add. II. I. Rm, H 
quacrcnda H f hoc Crt S" g de 1'. I. Rm a nil. 

h honorum S" Rm i utpote H k 0"'. H I diaconem Cr SII H 
m decanus H n cis H 0 mngressione H P vero 1'. I. Crt S" 

40 q tlmen CrZSII r etiam H 

I si contra hoc fecerit aut fieri consenserit 1'. I. Rm si aut fecerit contra hoc aut consensc rit 
fieri H t o ffici is et bencnciis add. II. I. Rm officiis add. H 

1 cr. ctiam Chroniton IInilltrsal, :ltlonymi Lauduncnsis, cd. G. Waitt, in MG H Strip '" XXVI 
Hannoverae 1882, 449; Sigcberti Gemblaccnsis Continualio AqllitindifID, ed. L. Bcthmann, in 
MGH Strip' ., VI H2nnoverac 1849, 417. 
t c. t X. V 8 (Pr 2, 790); cf. edam c. 37 C. XlI q. 2 (Pr 1,699). • C. 3 in H. 
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them 1. Moreover al ienations or se izures of ecclesias ti cal property, which have 
been made by these schismatics or by lay persons, are to lack all validity and are 
to return to the church without any burden to it. If anyone presumes to act 
against th is, let him know that he is excommunicated. We dccree that those who 
of their own accord have takcn an oath to remain in schism arc suspended from 
sacred orders and dignities. 2 

3.3 Since in ho ly o rders and ecclesiastical ministries both maturity of age, a 
serious charac ter and knowledge of letters should be required , much more 
should thcsc qua li ties be required in a bishop, who is appointed fo r the care of 
others and ought to show in himself how others should live in the house of the 
Lord. Therefore, lest what has been done with regard to cercain persons through 
the needs of the time should be taken as a precedent for the fu(Ure, we dcclare by 
the present decree that no one should be chosen bishop unless he has al ready 
reached the age of thirty, been born in lawful wed lock and also is shown to be 
worthy by his life and learning. When he has been elected and his election has 
been confirmed, and he has the administration of ecclesiastical property , after 
the time has passed for the consecration of bishops as laid down by the canons, 
let the person to whom the benefices which he held belong, have the free 
disposition of them. Further, with regard to the inferi"or ministries, for instance 
that of dean o r archdeacon, and others which have the care of souls annexed, let 
no one at all rcceive them, o r cvcn the rule of parish churchcs, unless hc has 
already reached his twenty-fifth year of age, and can bc approved for his learning 
and charactcr. \'(Ihen he has been nominatcd, if the archdeacon is not ordained 
deacon, and thc deans (and the rest aftcr due warning) are not ordaincd priests, 
within the time fixcd by the canons, let them be rcmoved from that office and let 
it bc confe rred on anorher who is both able and willing to fulfil it properly; and 
let them nOt be allowed the evasion of recourse to an appeal, should they wish by 
an appeal to protect themselves agains t a transgression of the constitution. We 
order that this should be observed with regard to both past and future appo int
ments, unless it is contrary to the canons. Certainly if clcrics appoint someone 
cont rary to this ru lc, let them know that they are deprivcd of the powcr of 
election and are suspended from ccclesiastical benefices fo r three years. for it is 
right that at least the strictness of ecclesiastical discipline should res train those 
who are nor recalled from ev il by the fear of God. But if any bishop has ac ted in 
anyone's interest contrary to this decrcc, or has consented to such act ions, let 

1 See also Chrollicoll universal!, by thl' ano nymous wri ter from Lao n, cd . G. Waitz.. in MGH 
Script. , XXV I H anover 1882, 449; Sigcbert of Gembloux, Continllatio Aqllicinclilla, cd. L. 
Bethmann , in MGH Script ., VI H anover 1849,417. 
1 ch. 1 Decretals V 8 (Fr 2. 790); sec also ch. 37 C. XII q. 2 (Fr 1. 699). 3 Canon 3 in H . 
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cap~tulum aut per metropolitanurn1
, si l capitulum concordare ncquiverit 

ordmentur. 2 • 

4.
3 

Cum aposrolus se etb SUQS propriis manibus decreverit exhibendosc 
ut locu~ praedicandi auferret pseudoapostolis et iIIis qui bus praedicaba~ 
n~:m CX~ISteret one ros~s·. grave nimis et emendatione fored d ignum :I 

dlgnosc~tur. quod ,qUl,dam fmtrum et coepiscoporum nosrrorum ita 
g rave: ,In procurauombus suis subditis exs istum. ur pro huiusmodi 
causa .Jnterdu~ o,rnamenta ~cclesiastica subditi compellantur exponere 
et lo~g l. tem~ons vlct~m b.r~vls hora consumat. Quocirca statuimus. quodf 
ar~hlep i scopi parochl3s VISItantes pro diversitate provinciarum ct facul- 10 
tatJ~us ccclesi~rum quadraginta vel quinquagintag evectionish numerum 
nO.nl ex~e~a?tl.; cardi~a.les vero viginti vel viginti quinque non excedant, 
ep l~coPJ VIglntl vel.~ngtnt.~k n~quaq.ua~ excedant, arch idiacon i1 quinque 
aut septem, ?ecam constttu tt sub IPSIS duobus equis exs istant contenti. 
Nee cum cambus venatoriis et avibuso proficiscantur, sed ita procedant, IS 
ut non quae sunt sua sed quae l esu Christi quaerere videanturS; nee 
sumptuosas epulas quaerantP, sed cum g ratiarum actione recipiant quod 
hone~ te etq com~~tenter fuerit illis ministratumt • Prohibemus etiam ne 
subduos suos tallus et exactionibus episcopi g ravare praesumam. Sus tine
":us a~tem pro m.ultis .n~cessitatibus, quae aliquoties superveniunt, ut 20 

s ~ maOifesta et .r~ tl onablils causa exstiterit, cum caritate moderatum ab 
elS va~eant ~uxlhum postulare. Cum enim dicat apostolus: Non debmt 
p~renJJbllI 11111 JhesaJlr~z.ar~ ~ed paren~e~ ftlii~, multum longe a paterna pietate 
vldetu.r, ~I praeposlt! SUIS subdltlss g raves exsis tant. quos in cunctis 
neces~ltatlbu s paston s more fovere debent. Archidiaconi autem' sive ~ 
decant nullas exactiones v el tallias in presbyteros seu cle ricos exercere 
p raesu~ant .. Sane, quod de praedictoU numero evectionis secundum 
to lerantl~m dictum eS.t. in iBis locis poterit observa ri, in qui bus ampliores 
sunt reditus e~ eccieslaeV facultates; in pauperioribus autem locis tan tam 
volumus tenen mensuram, ut ex accessu maiorum minores non debeantW 30 

a etiamsi H b ae H c alendos If. I. Rm 
des·"H . .J.JH f H h ...... Ipsa Quu. ut g quadragesimum vel quinquagesimum H 

eveellonum If. I. LC CI A/Ii i 0111. H 
k ~piscop i vero viccsimum vel tricesimum, cardinales vero vigesimum . . 
qUlOtum H aut vJgeslmum 

I vero adJ. H m aut Cr1 Su vel nil. n vera add. I_I 3:; 

o Nec ... avibus] nec 0111. C r1 S .... avibus non C,-J S.... P requirant H 
r nec sumptuosas ... ministratum om. Crz S.... • subiectis H 

I autem C,-J S .... vero nil. u praedicti H v ecclesiastiae H 
w minores merito non doleant sc P. t. Rm, H 

q ac H 

I Cf. c. 36 D. LXIII (Fr 1, 247). 

t ~. 7 X. I 6 (Fr 2, 51-52) ; cr. G. J. Ebers, Das DellO/ulionlruhl, IIOrnrhmlirhnath Italholisthtm 
Kmhtnrtthl, Stuugart 190t'f, 171-178. 
'C.6 in H. 
, Cf. 1 Th 2,9; 2 Th 3, 7-8; cf. etiam 2 Cot 11 .9. 
6 Cf. Ph 2, 21. 
, 2 Cor 12.14. 
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him lose the power of conferring the foresa id offices, and let these appointments 
be made by the chapter, or by the metropol itan 1 if the chapter cannOt agree. 2 

4.J Since the apos tle decided that he ought to suppOrt himself and those 
accompanying him by his own hands. so that he might remove the opportuni ty 
of preaching from fa lse apostles and might nOt be burdensome to those to whom 
he was preaching\ it is recognized that it is a very serious matter and ca ll s fo r 
correction that some of our brethren and fell ow bishops arc so burdensome to 
their subjects in the procurat ions demanded that sometimes, for this reason, 
subjects arc fo rced to se ll church ornaments and a short hour consumes the food 
of many days. Therefore we decree that archbishops on their visi tations of their 
dioceses are nO[ to bring with them more than fo rty o r fifty ho rses o r other 
mou nts, according to the differences of dioceses and ecclesiastical resources; 
cardinals should nOt exceed twenty or twenty-five, bishops arc never to exceed 
twenty o r thirty, archdeacons five or seven, and deans, as their delegates, should 
be sati sfi ed with two ho rses. Nor should they se t out with hunting dogs and 
birds, but they should proceed in such a way that they arc seen to be seeking nO[ 
their own but the things of Jesus Christ5

• Let them not seek rich banquets but let 
them receive with thanksgiving what is duly and suitably provided r

. We also 
forbi d bishops to burden their subjects with taxes and impositions. But we allow 
them, for the many needs which sometimes come upon them, if the cause be 
clear and reasonable, to ask for assistance moderated by charity. For since the 
apos tle says children ought not to lay up for their parents, bitt parents for their 
children6

• it seems to be far removed from paternal affenion if superiors are 
burdensome to their subjects , when like a shepherd they ought to cherish them 
in all their needs. Archdeacons or deans should not presume to impose charges 
o r taxes on priests or clerics. Indeed, what has been said above by way of 
permission about the number of horses may be observed in those places where 
there are greater resources or revenues, but in poorer places we wish measure so 
to be observed that the visit of greater personages should not he a burden to the 

r Let them not ... provided omitted in C? Su 

1 $"" ch. J6 O. LX III (Fr 1,247). 
! ch. 7 D('cyer'l/s I 6 (Fr 1. 51- 51); sec G. J. Ebers. DtH Devoilliiomrechl , v omehmlich lIach 
karho/ischem KirciJenrechr, Stuttgan 1906, 17 1- 178. 
3 C anon 6 in H . 
4 Sec 1 Th 2, 9; 2 Th J. 7- 8 ; Sl't· also 2 Cor 11, 9. 
~ S"" Ph 2. 21. 
(0 2 Cor 12 , 14 . 

\ 
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gravari, ne sub tali indulgentia illi, qui paucioribus equis uti solebam 
hactenus. plurimam" sibi credant potestatem indultam.1 

5.2 Episcopus sib aliquem sine certa titulo, de quo necessaria vitae 
percipiar. in diaconumc vel pres byte rum o rdinaverit. tamdiu necessa ria 

:; ei subrninistret, donce in aliqua eid eccles ia convenicntia stipendia militiae 
c1cricalis assigner; nisi forte talise qui ordinatur f exstiterit, qui de sua 
vel paterna hereditatc subsidium vitae possit habere. 3 

6. 4 Rcprehensibilis valde consuetudo in .quibusdam partibus inolevit. 
~tg (rarres et coepiscopi nosrri seu ctiam archidiaconi, quash appellaturos 

10 I~ c~usis .suis existimant. nulla penitus admonirione praemissa, suspen
SlonlS veP excommunicationis in cos ferant sententiam. Alii etiam dum 
superioris senteJ.1tiam et discip li nam canonicam reformidant. s i n~ ullo 
gravamine appellationem obiciunt et ad defensionem iniquitatis usurpant, 
quod ad subsidium k innocentium dignoscitur institutum. Quocirca ne 

I ~ vel praclati valeant sine causa gravare subiectos vel subditi pro sua 
voluntate sub appellationis obtentu correction em va leant eludere prae
latorum, praesenti decreto statui rnus, ut nee praelati, nisi canonica 
commonitione praemissa, suspension is vel excommunica tionis senten
tiam proferant in subiectos, nisi forte talis sit culpa. quae ipso genere suo 

20 excommunicationis1 poenam inducat; nec subiecti contra disciplinam 
e~c1esiast i c~m ante ingressum causae in vocem appellat ion is prorumpantm. 
S.' vero qUlsquam pro sua necessitate crediderit appellandum, competens 
CI ad proscqucndam appellationem terminus praefigatur, infra quem, si 
forte prosequi" neglexerit. libere tunc episcopus sua auctoritate utatur. 

2~ Si a~.Item i? quocumque negotio aliquis appellaverit ct eo qui appellatus 
fueC1~ veOiente, qui appellaverit venire neglexerit, si proprium quid 
habult°, competemem eiP recompensationem faciat expensarum ut hoc 
sahe~ timore perterritus'l, in gravamen alterius non facile quis ~ppellet. 
Praeclpue veeo in locis' religiosis hoc volumus observari ne monachi 

30 sive quicumque religio~i, cum pro al iquo excessu fueri~t corrigendi, 
contra re.g.u larem praelatl sui et capituli d isciplinam appellare praesumant, 
sed humlliter ac devote suscipiant. quod pro salute sua uti Liter' eis fuerit 
iniunctum'.~ 

7.~ Cum in ecclesiae corpore omnia debeant ex caritate tractari et quod 
3~ gratis receptum est gratisU impendi. horribile nimis est, quod in quibus-

a plurium H b pr:aelera si episcopus H c diaconcm !-I 
d cidem in· al iqua H c sit adJ. fI f ordinatus H 
g cum adJ. H h quosdam fI i SC U H k p.aesidium H 
I suspcnsionis vel cxcommunicationis v. I. Rm, H m erumpant H 

40 0 habuerit H P illi H 'I deterritus " r 0111. II. I. Rm 
I sua sciant iis iniunctum v. I. Rm u debcat add. H 

n perseq\li Cr: Su 
0111. H 

I C. 6 X. III 39 (Fr 2,623) ; cf. etiam c. 3 D. XCIV (Fr 1,331) ct c. 8 C. X q. 3 (Fr I, 
62S~626); G. Schreiber, Klirit und KloJlu i11l 12.}ahrhundtrl, Stuttgart 1910, 1226,242; II 
171-173, 176. 
I C. 5, II in H. 
t C. 12 in H. 

I c.4 X. III 5 (Fr 2, 465) ; cf. conc. Chalc. C. 6 (cf. supra p. 90». 
• c. 26 X. II 28 (Fr 2, 418-419). • C. 4 in H. 
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humbler, lest by such a grant those who were accustOmed to usc fewer horses 
should think that the widest powers have been granted to them. 1 

5.2 If a bishop o rdains someone as deacon or priest without a definite title 
from which he may draw the necessities of life, let the bishop provide him with 
what he needs until he shall assign him the suitable wages of clerical service in 
some church, unless it happens that the person ordained is in such a posi tion that 
he can find the suppOrt of life from his own or family inheritance.3 

6." A most reprehensible cuStom has become established in certain places 
whereby our brethren and fellow bishops and even archdeacons have passed 
sentence of excommunication or suspension, without any previous admonition, 
on those who they think will lodge an appea l. Others too, while they fear the 
sentence and canonical di scipline of a superior ,lodge an appeal without any real 
grounds and thus make use of a means ordained for the help of the innocent as a 
defence of their own wrongdoing. Therefore to prevent prelates burdening their 
own subjects without reason, Or subjects at the ir will being able to escape the 
correction of prelates under cover of an appeal, we lay down by this present 
decree that prelates should not pass sentence of suspension Or excommu nication 
without a previous canonical warning, unless the fault is such that by its nature it 
incurs the penalty of excommu nication l, and that subjects should nOt reckless ly 
have recourse to an appea l, COntrary to ecclesiastica l discipline, before the 
introduction of their case. But if anyone believes that because of his own need he 
should make an appeal , let a proper limit be fixed for his making it, and if it 
happens that he fails to do so within this limit, let the bishop freely usc his own 
authority. If in any business someone makes an appeal, but fail s to appear when 
the defendant has arrived, let him make a proper repayment of the defendant' s 
expenses, if he is in a position to do so; in this way, at least by fear, a person may 
be deterred from lightly making an appeal to the injury of another. But we wish 
that in religious houses especia ll y this should be observed, namely that monks or 
other religious. when they are to be corrected for any fault, should nOt presume 
to appea l against the regu lar discipline of their superior Or chapter, but they 
should humbly and devoutly submit to what is usefully enjoi ned them for their 
sa lvation.s 

7.6 Since in the body of the church everything should be treated with a spirit 
of charity, and what has been freely received should be freely given, it is utterly 

I suspension or l"XcolTImunication variant reading ;'1 Rm, H 

I ch. 6 /)ecrettlls III 39 (Fr 2, 623): sec also ch. 3 D. XCIV (Fr 1.33 1) and ch. 8 C. X q. 3 (Fr I , 
625- 626); G. Schreiber, Kllrie IImi Kloster im 12. jilhrhlludf'rt. Stuttgart 191 0, I 226,242; II 
171 - 173,176. 
2 Canon 5, II in H. 
3 ch. 4 J)ecrelllis III 5 (Fr 2, 465): see council of C halcedon. canon 6 (sec above p. 90). 
~ Canon 12 in H . S ch. 26 J)ecretals II 28 (Fr 2, 41 8-419). Eo Canon" in H. 
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dam ecclesiis locum venalitas pcrhibclUc habere ita, ut pro episcopis vel 
abbatibus seu~ quibuscumque pcrsonis ecclesiasticis ponendis in sede seu 
introducendis presbyteris in ecclcsiam necnon pro scpulruris et exsequiis 
mortuorum et benedictionibus nuhcntium seu aliis sacramcntisb aliquid 
exigatur. et illc qui indiget non possit ista percipere, nisi manum implere ~ 

curaverit largitoris. Putantd ploecs ex hoc sibi li ce re, quia legem morise 

de longa invaluissc consuctudine arb itrantur, no n sa ris, quia cupiditate 
caeca ti sunt, attendcntcs, quod tanto graviora sunt crimina quanta 
diutius animam infeliccm tenuefint alligatam. Ne ig itur hoc de ccrero fiat 
ct vel pro personis ecclesiasticis deducendis ad sedem vel sacerdotibus 10 

instituendis aut mortuis sepcl iendis seu etiam nubemibus benedicendis 
seu etiamf ali is sacramemis aliquid exigatur. districtius inhibemus. Si 
quis auterr. r:ont ra hoc venire praesumpserit, portionem cum Giezi l se 
noverit ha0iturum, cuius factum turpis muneris exact ione imitatur2 • 

Prohibemus insuper, ne novi census ab episcopis vel abbatibus aliisvc a 
praelatis imponantur eccles iis nec vctcres augeantur nec partem rcdituum 
suis usibus appropriate praesumant, sed libertates, quas8 sibi maiores 
desideram conservari, minoribus quoque suis bona voluntate conser
vent. Si quis autem 'aliter egerit, irritum quod fecerit habeatur.3 

8. ' Nulla ecclesiastica ministeria seu etiam beneficia vel ecclesiae alicui 20 

tribuantur seu promittantur antequam vacent, ne desiderare quis mortem 
proximih videatur, in cuius locum et beneficium se crediderit i succcssu
rum. Cum enim id etiam in ipsis gentilium leg ibus inveniatur prohibitumk , 

turpe nimis est et divini plenum an imadversione iudicii, si locum in Dei 
ecclesia futurae successionis exspectatio habeat, quam et iam damnarel ipsi 25 

gentiles homines curaverunt. Cum vero praebendas ecc1esiasticasm seu 
quaelibet officia in aliqua ecclesia vacare contigerit vel etiam si modo 
vacant , non diu maneant in suspenso, sed infra sex menses personis, quae 
digne administrare va leant, conferantur. Si autem episcopus, ubin ad 
eum" spectaveritO, conferre distulerit, per capitulum ordinetur. Quod si 30 

ad capitulum electio pert inuerit et infra praedictumP te rminumq hoc non 
fecerit, episcopus hoc secundum Deum cum virorum rcligiosorum con
silio exsequatur aut, si omnes forte negiexerint, met ropolitanus de ipsis 
secundum Deum absque iUorum contradictione disponat.5 

9. 6 Cum et plantare sacram reiigionem et plantatam fovere modis 35 

omnibus debcamus, numquam hoc mcl ius exsequemurr, quam si nutrire' 
quae recra sunt et corrigereS quae profectum veritatist impediunt, 

pro add. H b ecclesiasticis adJ. H c rcquiratur H d autcm add. H 
maris (on. c,.z (ti pollta HrJ) mo rtis rtfl. f om. H g liberbtcm quam H 

h sui add. H i crcdidit Crl S" k inhibitum H I condemnare Ii 40 
m ccdesias H n ad quem H 0 sine rationabili causa add. H P pracscriptum H 
q similiter add. H r cxscquimur H I ea add. H t virtutis H 

I Cf. 4 Rg 5,20-27. 2 c.9 X. V 3 (Fr 2,751); cf. etiam c. 100 C. I q. 1 (Fr 1, 398). 
1 c.7 X. 1II 39 (Fe 2,623). ' C. 5, I in H. 
t c. 2 X. III 8 (Fr 2, 488) ; cf. G. J. Ebers , Das Dtuollilionsruhf, l1()rnthmlith nach kaJholisrhtm 
KinhtnrtthJ, Stuttgart 1906, 17 1-178. • C. 8 in H. 
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disgraceful that in certain chur~hes tra~ficking is sa id to have a. pl~ce, so that a 
charge is made fo r the enthromng of bishops, ~bbots or eccleSiastical perso.ns, 
fo r the installat ion of priests in a church, for bunals and funeral s, fo r the blessmg 
of weddings o r for other sacraments, and that he who needs them canno t ga in 
them unless he first makes an offering to the person who bestows them. Some 
think that this is permitted in the belief that long standing custom has given it the 
force of bw. Such people, blinded by avarice, are not aware that the lon~er an 
unhappy soul is bound by cr imes the grave: they are. Th.erefore, so that thiS may 
not be done in the future, we severely forbid that anythmg be demanded for the 
enthronement of ecclesiastica l persons o r the institution of priests, for burying 
the dead as well as fo r blessing marriages or for any othcr sacrament. But if 
anyone presumes to act against this, let him know that he will have his lot with 
Giezi l , whose action he imitatcs by his demand of a. disgraceful present

2
• 

Moreover we forb id bishops, abbots or other prelates to Impose upon churches 
new ducs, increase the old or prcsume to appropriate to their own use part of the 
revenues, but let them readily preserve for their subjects those liberties. whi c.h 
superiors wish to be preserved for themselves. If anyone acts otherWise, IllS 
action is to be held invalid.} 

8.4 Let no ecclesiastical minist ri es or even benefices o r churches be ass igned 
or promised to anyone before they arc vaca~t~ so that nob?dy may ~eem tc? wish 
for the dea th of his neighbour to whose posItion or benefice he believes himself 
to be the successor. For si nce we find this forbidden cven in the laws of the 
pagans thcmselves, it is utterl y disgraceful. and ca1ls for the punishment.of God:s 
judgment if the hope of future succession should have any place 1I1 God s 
church , when cven pagans have taken care to condemn it. But whenever eccle
siasti cal prebends or any offices happen to become vacant in a church, or arc 
even now vacant, let them no longer remain unass igned and let them be con
fer red within six months on persons who arc able to administer them worthily. 
If the bishop, when it concerns him, delays to make the appointme~t, let it be 
done by the chapter ; but if the election belongs to the chapter and It does not 
make thc appointment within the prescribed time, let the bishop proceed 
according to God's will, with the advice of religious me~ j or if by cha.n~e all fail 
to do so, let the metropolitan dispose of these matters Without oppositIOn from 
them and in accordance with God's wil l. s 

9.6 Since we ought bmh to plant ho ly religion and in every way to cherish it 
when planted, we shall never fulfil this better than if we take care to nour ish 

1 See 4 Kg 5, 20- 27. 2 ch. 9 DnTClals V 3 (Fr 2, 751 ) ; see also eh. 100 C. I q. 1 (Fr 1,398). 
J eh. 7 Dccrcrtlls III 39 (Fr 2, 623). 4 C ano n 5. I in H. 
5 eh. 1 D£'cret ll is III 8 (Fr 2, 488); see G . J. Ebers. Dtls Dev oilltiOlUrecht, vomehmlich lIach 
katholischem Kirchenrecht , Swu).;art 1906, 171- 178 . 6 C anon 8·in I I. 
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commissa nobis' auctoritate curemus. Fratrum autem et coepiscoporum 
nostr~ru~ ve~.ement i conq.u~stione comp~ri~u~. quod ~ra.tres Templi et 
Hospuahs • alii quoque relig losae professlOnls,lOdulta sib, ab apostolica 
sede excedentes privilegia, contra episcopalem auctoritatem multa prae-

:; su~unt, quae. et scandalum generanr<= in populo D ei et grave parium 
pen~ulum .antmarum1. Proponumd coim quod ecclesias recipiant de 
mam bus lalco rum. excommunicatos et interdictos ad ecclesiastica sacra
menta et sepulturam admittant. ine ecclesiis suis praeter eorum coo
scientiam f et instituant et amoveant sacerdo tes, et fratribus corum ad 

]0 e1eemosynas quaerendas euntibus, cum indultum sit cis ur in adventu 
eorum semd in anno ecclesiae aperiantur atque in eis divina cdcbrcntur 
officia, plures ex cis de una siveg diversis domibus ad locum interdictum 
saepius accedentes, indulgentia privileg iorumh in celebrandis officiis i 

abutuntur et tunc mortuos apud praedictask ecclesias sepelire praesumunt. 
l ~ Occasione quoque fraternitatum, quas in pluribus locis facium robur 

episcopal is auctoritatis enervam, dum contra eorum sententi;m sub 
aliquo~um privilegiorum obtentu munire cunctos intendunt, qui ad eorum 
fra~ermtatem volunt accedere et se conferre l . In hi sm, quia non tam de 
malorum conscientia vel consilio quam de minorum indiscretione" quo-

20 rundamo ~xceditur, et removenda ea in quibus excedunt et quae dubie
tatemP factunt dec1aranda, decrevimusq . Ecclesias sane et decimas de manu 
lai~o~um, Sine. consensu episcoporum, tam iIIos quamr quoscumque alios 
:eilglosos rec.pere pro hi bemus, dimiss is etiam quasi contra tenorem 
Istum modernot tempore receperunt. Excommunicatos et nominatim 

!$ interdictos tam ab iBis quam ab omnibus aliis, iuxta episcoporum senten
tiam statuimus evi tandos. In ecclesiis suis, quae ad eos pleno iure non 
pertine~t , instituendos presby teras episcopis praesententU , ut eis quidem 
de ~lebls cura respondeant, ipsis vera pro rebus temporalibus rationem 
exhlbeant competentem; institutos autem, episcopis inconsultis, non 

so ~udea~t removere. Si vera Templarii sive Hospitalarii ad ecclesiam 
Interdlctam .... venerint, non nisi semel in anno ad ecclesiasticum admittan
tur officium nec tunc ibi corpora sepeliant defunctorumw • De fraterni
tatibusx hoc statuimusY ut, si non se praedictis fratribus omnino reddi
de~ i nt sed in suis proprietatibus duxerintZ remanendum, propter hoc ab 

J~ eplscoporum sententia nulJatenus eximantur, sed potestatem suam in eos 

a Deo adJ. H b et add. H c faciunt H d ptoposuerunt H 
e cunctis ad;tl. H f conscientias.H g de adJ. H 
h nostrorum add. H i et sepeliendis morruis adJ. H It interdicta5 H 

volunt ... conferre] voluerint se conferrc H m autem adJ. H n discretione H 
40 0 om. H P dubit2tionem H q decemimus H r etiam atM. H 

I quascumque H t aliquo II. t. Rm u repraesentent H 
.... ecclesiam interdictam F. t. Rm ecclesiasticum interdictum nil. 
W interdictorum It. t. Rm x confratribus,. t. Rm autem adJ. H 
Y constiruimus H Z oronino adJ. ,. t. Rm 

I Cf. inter alia G. Bott2relli, Sloria paNlira t mililart del /Wrano ordiM • .. Ji MalIa, I Milano 
1940,69. 
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what is right and to correct what stands in the way of the progress of truth by 
means of the authority entrusted to usa. Now we have learnt from the strongly 
worded complaints of our brethren and fellow bishops that the Templars and 
Hospitallers, and other professed religious. exceeding the privileges granted 
them by the aposto lic see have often disregarded episcopal authority, causing 
scandal to the people of God and grave danger to souls ·. We are told that they 
receive churches from the hands of lay persons; that they admit those under 
excommunication and interdict to the sacraments of the church and to burial; 
that in their churches they appoint and remove pr iests without the knowledge of 
the bishop; that when the brothers go to seek alms. and it is granted that the 
churches should be open on their arrival once a year and the divine services 
should be celebrated in them. several of them from one o r more houses o ften go 
to a place under interdict and abuse the privileges grantedh to them by holding 
divine service, and then presume to bury the dead in the said churches. On the 
occasion also of the brOtherhoods which they es tablish in many places. they 
weaken the bishops ' authority, for contrary to their decision and under cover of 
some privileges they seek to defend all who wish to approach and join their 
brotherhood. In these matters, because the faults arise not so much with the 
knowledge or advice of the superiors as from the indiscretion of some of .the 
subjects, we have decreed that abuses should be removed and doubtfu l POllltS 
settl ed. We abso lutely fo rbid that these o rders and all other religious should 
receive churches and tithes from the hands of lay persons, and we even order 
them to put away what they have recently received contrary to this decree. We 
declare that those who are excommunicated, or interd icted by name, must be 
avoided by them and all Others according to the sentence of the bishop. In 
churches which do not belong to them by full right, let them present to the 
bishops the pries ts to be instituted, so that while they are answerable to the 
bishops for the care of the people. they may give to their own members a proper 
account of temporal matte rs. Let them not presume to remove those priests who 
have been appointed without first consulting the bishops. If the Templars or 
H ospitallers come to a church which is under an interdict. let them be allowed to 

hold the services of the church only once a year and let them not bury there the 
bodies of the dead. With regard to the brotherhoods we declare as fo llows: if any 
do not give themselves entirely to the said brothers but decide to keep their 
possess ions, they are in no way on this account exempt from the sentence of the 
bishops, but the bishops may exercise their power over them as over other 

by God added in H h by us added in H 

I Sec among others C. Boltarell i, Storia politica e rni/itart: del sovrano ordine . . di Malta, I 
Milan 1940.69; M. Barber, The Trial of the Ternplars, Cambridge 1978. 12. 
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sicut in alios parochianos suos exerceant, cum pro suis excessibus fuecint 
corrigendi. Q uod autem de praedictis fratribus dictum est, de- aliis quo
que relig iosis , qui praesumptione sua episcoporum iura praeripium et 
contra canonicas eorum sententias et tenorem privilegiorum nostrorum 
veni re praesumunt, praecipimus observari . Si autem contra hoc institu- :; 
tum venerint, et ecclesiae in qui bus ista praesumpserint subiaceant 
interdicta, et quod egerint irritumb habeatur.l 

10.2 Monachi non pretio recipiantu r in monaste ri a , non peculium 
permittantur habere, non singu li per villas et oppida seu ade quascumque 
parochiales ponantu r ecclesias, sed in maiori conventu aut cum aliquibus 10 

fratribus maneant, nee sol i inter saeeulares homines spiritualium hostium 
conflictionemd exspeetent, Salomone dicente: Vat .foli, quia.fi cecidtril non 
habtl.rubltvanltnr'. Si quis autem exactus pro sua receptione aliquid dederit, 
ad sacros ordines non ascendat; is autem qui acceperitf, officii sui priva
tioneg mulctetur. Sih vero peculium habuerit, nisi ei ab abbate pro iniuncta 15 

fuerit administratione permissum, a i communione removeatur altaris, 
et qui in extremis cum peculio inventus fueritk, nec oblatio pro eo fiat 
nec inter fratres recipiatl sepulturam. Quod etiam de diversism religiosis 
praecipimus _observari. Abbas etiamn qui ista diligenter non curaverit, 
officii sui iacturam se noverit incursurum. Prioratus quoque siveo oboe- 20 

dientiae pretii datio ne nu11i tradantur, alioqui et dantes et accipientesP 

a ministerio fiant ecdesiastico alieni. Priores veroq , cum in conventualibus 
ecdcs iis' fuerint constituti, nisi pro manifesta causa et rationabili non 
mutentur, videlice t si fuerint dilapidato res nee' continenter' vixerint aut 
aliquid tale egerint, pro quo amovendi merito videantur, aut si eciam u 
pro necessitate maioris officii de consilio t fratrum fucrint transferendi.f. 

11.5 Clerici in sacris o rdinibus constituti. qui muliercuJas suasC in 
domibus suisu incontinentiae nota tenuerint, aut obiciant eas et continen
ter vivant, aut ab officio et beneficio ecdesiastico fiantalieni. QuicumqueT 

incontinentia ilia, quae contra naturam est, propter quam venit ira Dei in 30 

jllio.f difftdtnliat8 et quinque civitates igne consumpsit1. deprehensi fuerint 
laborare, si deric1 fuerint eiciantur a d ero velW ad poenitentiam agendam 
in monasteriis detrudantur", si laici excommunicationi subdantur et a 
coetu fidelium fiant prorsusY alieni.s Monasteria praeterea sanctimonia-

ab H b et vacuum adJ. H 35 
Com. H d conflictum H non est qui sublevet cum p. /. Rm 

rcceperit H is vero qui cum reccperit P. /. Rm g suspensione P. I. Rm h qui H 
de.Crf SII k et digne non penitucrit add. H I accipiat H 

m universis II. /. Rm, H n autem H 0 seu H P recipientes H q autem il 
r per c1ectionem capitulorum suorum canonicc add. P. I. Rm I si incontinenter H 40 

I conscnsu P. I. Rm u sub add. H 
v autem adJ. H W et H :l retrudantur H Y penitus H 

I c. 3 X. V 33 (Fr 2, 849.850) ; d. G. Schreiber, Klffie lind K/olltr im 12. Jahrbllndtr', Stutt-
gart 1910, I 294 ; II 15, 67, 116, 354. I C. 9 in H. • & 4,10. 
, c.2 X. III 35 (Fe 2, 596-597). ' c. 10 in H. • Eph 5, 6. 1 cr. Gn 19,24-25. 
• e. 4 X. V 31 (Fr 2, 836); d. etiam c. 13 C. XXXll q. 7 (Fr 1,1143). 
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parishioners whenever they are to be corrected for their fau~ts. W hat has been 
said about the sa id brothcrs, we declare sha ll be observed With regard to other 
religious who presume to claim for themselves the r i ghts. o~ bisho ps and dare to 
violate their canonical decisions and the tenor of our pnvlleges. If they do not 
observe this decree, let the churches in which they dare so to act bc placed under 
an inte rdict, and Ict what they do bc considered void .

1 

to.2 Monks arc not to be received in a mo nastery for money nor arc they 
allowed money of their own. They arc no t to be. st~tioned individua~l r in tov.:ns 
o r cities or parish chu rches, but they are to r~rnam m larger commumttes or with 
some of their brcthren, nor arc they to await alone among people of th~ world 
the attack of their spiritual foes, since Solomon says, \tIoe to hun who IS ai?ne 
when hefalls and has notanother to It!t him up}. If anyone when demanded gives 
something for his reception, let him nOt proceed. to sa.cced o rders and let th.e or~e 
who has received him be punished by loss of his office. If he h~s. money 10 his 
possess ion, unless it has been grant~d him by the abbot for a specific p~rpose, let 
him be removed from thc commu Oion of the aita r, and any onc who IS fOllnd at 
his death widl money in his possessionk is not to rece ivc bur!al. among his 
brethren and mass is not to be offered for him. We o rder that thiS IS als? to be 
observed with regard to o ther rel igious. Let the abb?t w~o does. not exe.rc l~e care 
in such matte rs know that he will incur thc loss of his office. Neither pn ones nor 
obediences arc to be handed over to anyone fo r a sum of money; ?thcrwise both 
giver and receiver are to be deprived of minist ry in the church. Priors, when they 
have bcen appointed to conventual churches, arc not to be cha~ge? exccpt f?r a 
clcar and reasonable cause, fo r instance if they are wastrels or live Immoral ~Ives 
or have commi tted an offence for which they clearly sho uld be removed , or If?n 
account of the demands of higher office they should be transferred on the adVice 
of their breth rcn :~ 

tt .$ C leri cs in holy orders, who in open con.cubinag.c keep their mi str~sscs in 
their hOllses, should either cast thcm out and live conunen.tly o r be depn ved of 
ecclesiasti cal offi ce and benefice. Let all who are fou nd gudty of that unnatu ral 
vice for which the w rath of God came down upon the sons of disobedience

b 
and 

destroyed the five cities with firc7, if they ar.e clerics be expelled from the c!ergy 
or confined in monas tcries to do penance; If they arc l aym~n they arc t? mcu~ 
exco mmunication and be completel y separated from the soclCty of the faithfu l. 
If any cleric without clear and necessary cause presumes to frequent convents of 

k :lnd has not repen ted in a fitti ng manner added in H 

1 ch.3 Decretais V 33 (Fr 2, 849-850); sec G. Schreiber. Kurie ulId Kloster im 12.Jahrhundert. 
Stuttgart 1910, I 294; II 15,67, 116,354. Z Canon 9 in H . 3 Ec 4, 10. 
4 eh. 2 Decretals III 35 (Fr 2, 596-597). 5 Canon 10 in H. 6 Eph 5,6. 
7 See Gn 19, 24-25. 
~ ch. " Dccretd/s V 31 (Fr 2. 836); sec also ch . 13 C. XXX II q. 7 (Fr I, 1143) . 
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lium si quis~uam der!cus sine manifesta et necessa ria causa frequentare 
praes~m~seru . pee eplscapum arcea{ur, et si non destiterit a beneficio 
eccleslasuco reddatur immunis.1 

. 1~.2 Cl~~jci in su.bdiaconatu et supra et in minoribus quoque o rdinibus 
~ ~l supen~l~s ec~les,asticis sustemamura, coram iudice saeculari advocati 

~n n~goulS ~er1 ~on praesumam, nisi propriam vel ccelesiac suae causarn 
uennt p1'"O~e~ut1 aut pro miscrabilibus forte person is, quae proprias 
~a~sa~ a?mlmst~are non possunt3, Sed nee procurationesc villarum aut 
l~r~sdlc[J o.nes .e~la~ saeculares sub aliquibus principibus veld saecularibus 

10 VIrlS, ut ,IUStl,U3ru corum nant, c1erico~um quisquam assumeree prae
~mat. ~I q~l s. adv~rsus hoc(. t.entavent, quoniamg contra doct rinam 
~ostoil es~ d l ce~t1s: Nt/no :m/~/ans Dco imp/ieal ft lIegoliis sorCli/oribm', 

et s~ecula~lte~ aglt, ab ecclesl.asuco fiat ministerio alienus, pro eo quod, 
of~C1o cler.lcah .nc~ lc::to, fiuctlbus saeculi, ut potentibus saeculih placeat, 

Hi sc Irnmcrglt. Dlstncuus autem decrevimus i puniendum s· I·· . I..d . , I re Iglosorum 
qUlsquam a Iqu i pracdictorum audeatk attentarc ' 

13' Q .. . m' u.la ~onnuliI, modum a~ari( i ae non ponentes1, dignitates diver-
~as . eccles ~ astlcas et plures eccles las parochiales contra sacrOfum canonum 
I ~Stltut~ nltu~tu~ ~d~uir~re ita ut, cum unum officium vix implere sufli.-

2{l ~ I a~t, stlpendla slbl vlndlcent plurimorum ne id de cetero fiat dl·st rl·ct· s 
tnhlbe C .. n" ,IU ~us .. urn Igaur ecclesla vel ccclesiasticum min istcrium committi 
d~buent, ta~ l s ad hoc persona quaeratur, quae residcrc in loco et curam 
elUs pe~ selpsumo valeat exercere. Quod si aliter fuerit actum, et qui 
rccepen~, quod contr~ sacrosP canones accepitq , aminat, et qui dcderit 

2.5 larglend l POt estate pnvetur. 7 ' 

14.8 Quia in tantum iam quoru':Tldam processit ambitio, ut non duas 
~e1 .tres sed sex aut plures eccleslas perhibeamur haberer nec duabus 

ebltam p<:>ss.int provisionem impendere, per [ratres er' coepiscopos 
~~st~os canssl~osh e~en.daris praecipimus et de muitiwdinet canonibus 

30 1~lmlca, ~uae dlsso.lutloms materiam et vagationis inducit et certum con
tmet pe r~culum ~m~~rum eorum, qui ecclesiis digneh valeant deservire 
vo~u~us ecclesiasticish beneficiish indigentiam sublevari9 • PraeterealO' 

qUIa I~ tantum quo rumd.am I~icorum processit audacia, ut episcoporu~ 
auctontate .neglecta cl~ncos Instituant in ecclesi is et removeant et iam 

35 c~m volucrtnt, possessIOnes quoque atque al ia bona ecclesiastica pro sua 
p erumque voluntate dis tribuant, et tam ecclesias ipsash quam earum 

a sustcntcntur Rm-Afsj b saecularibus add. H saccularibus alias forensibus add" 1 Rm 
C procuntores". I. Rm, qJJiJm E R-Aflj Illpra ad advocati minlls rutf jMnllnt d e; I-i . 
: exercc~e II. I. Rm, H (quis autem contra hoc venire H g quia H h 0 H 

' 0 1 decermmus H k ausus fuerit H I et add H me: S m. 
o scipsam H P sanctos En- ' .f,,' . om. r II n vel adJ. 1-/ 

" q aecepc rit H r cum adJ. 1-/ 
s hoc emqId.ari H t pnebcndarum aJd. Rm-Msi 

: c. 8 ~. III 1 (F: 2, 450); cf. inter alia conc. Lat. II c. 6-8 (v. supra p. 198). 
• ~.!1 1O!1' . c; 1 Xl37 (Fr2, 2tO). c 2 Tm2, 4. 5 c. 4 XlIlSO (Fr 2, 658). 
• . 4, I I? II. c. 3 X. 1Il 4 (Fr 2, 460); cf. etiam c. 2 D. LXX (Fr 1 257) 

C. 14, II In H. • c. 5 X. III 5 (Fr 2, 465). 10 C. 16, II in H. ,. 
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nuns, let the bishop keep him away; and if he does not stop, let him be ineligible 

for an ecclesiastical benefice.' 
12.2 Clerics in the subdiaconate and above and also those in minor o rders, if 

they are supported by ecclesiastical revenues, should not presume to become 
advocates in legal matters before a secular judge, unless they happen to be 
defending their own case or that of their church, or acting on behalf of the 
helpless who cannot conduct their own cases]. Let clerics not presume to take 
upon themselves the management of towns or even secular ju ri sdiction under 
princes or seculars so as to become their ministers of justice. I f anyone dares to 
act contrary to this decree, and so contrary to the teaching of the Apostle who 
says, No soldier of God geLS entangled in secular affairs", and acts as a man of thi s 
world, let him be deprived of ecclesiastical ministry, on the grounds that 
neglecting his duty as a cleric he plunges into the waves of this world to please its 
princes. We decree in the strictest terms that any religious who fresumes to 
attempt any of the above-mentioned things should be punished . 

13. Because some, setting no li mit to their avarice, strive to obtain several 
eccles iastical dignities and several par ish churches contrary to the decrees of the 
holy canons, so that though they arc scarcely able to fulfil one office sufficientl y 
they claim the reven ues of ve ry many, we strictly forbid this for the future. 
Therefore when it is necessary to entrust a church or ecclesiastical ministry to 
anyone, the person sought for this office should be of such a kind that he is able 
to reside in the place and exercise his care for it himself. If the contrary is done, 
both he who receives it is to be deprived of it, because he has received it contrar~ 
to the sacred canons, and he who gave it is to lose his power of bestowing it. 

14.8 Because the ambit ion of some has now gone to such lengths that they are 
said to hold not tWO or th ree but six or more churches, and since they cannOt 
devote the proper ca re to tWO, we order, through our b rethren and most dear 
fellow bishops, that thi s be corrected; and with regard to thi s pluralism, so 
contrary to the canons, and which gives rise to loose conduct and instability, and 
causes definite danger to the souls of those who are able to se rve the churches 
worthily, it is our wish to relieve their want by ecclesiastical benefices

9
. 

Further' o, since some of the laity have become so bold that disregarding the 
autho rity of bishops they appo int cle rics to churches and even remove them 
when they wish, and d istribute the property and other goods of the chu rch for 
the most part according to their own wishes, and even dare to burden the 

1 ch . 8 Decretals 111 1 (Fr 2, 450): sec among others Lateran council 11 , canons 6-8 (see above 

f. 198). 
Canon 11 in I-I. ) ch. 1 Decretals I 37 (Fr 2, 210). ~ 2 Tm 2, 4 . 

s ch. 4 Decretals III 50 ~Fr 2, 658). 
" Canon 14, 1 in H. ch.) Decretals lll 4 (Fr 2, 460); sec also ch. 2 D. LXX (Fr I , 257). 
8 Canon 14, II in H . 9 ch. 5 Decretals III 5 (Fr 2, 465). 10 Canon 16, II in H . 
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homin,es ~all!is et exactionibus praesumant gravare, cos qui amado ista 
co~mlse[ln~ • anar,hcmatc d:cernimus feriendos. Presbyter autcm sive 
cle~lcus. qUI ecc1es lam per Ialcosb sine proprii episcopi aucto ritate recc
pent .ten~ndamc. c.ommunione privetur, et si perstiterit. a ministerio 
eccleSl3StlCO et ordlne deponatur 1 Sane quia laici quOd I "" . . . ' I am ccc eSlasticas s 
personas c,t IpSOS cnam eplscopos suo iudicio Stare compellunr. cos qui 
de ccrero Id ~raesump~er1nt. a ~o~munione fidelium decernimus scg re
gandos. ~rohlbem.us ctlamd ne la1cI, decimas cum animarum suarum pc i
cui a detlnen~cs( . In ali~s laicos po~sint. aliquo, modo f ttansferre. Si q~is 
vero ! ecepcn,t et ecc.l~sJae ~o~ t~a~hdentg. chnstiana sepultura prive[Ur.2 10 

15. Cum In officIIs cantaus !ills primoh teneamur obnoxii a q ib 
nos benefi . . . . , u us . ~Ium cognosclmus accepissel, e k contrariok eccles iasticic qui-
dam : lencl, cum ab ecclesiis suis multa bona' perceperint bona p 
ec I m d . . . I' . , er c eSI.as . a qUls l~a In a lOS USUSC praesumunt transferre, hoc igitur quia 
et a~~I~ul s ca~on~b.u s constat in?ibitum, nos etiam nihilominus inhibe- 15 

mus , l~dem?lcat1 .,.caqueC eccleslarum providere volentes, sive intestati 
deces~e~lnt Slve alliS conferre voluerint, penes ecclesiaso eadem bona 
~raeclptmus r~manere4. Praeterea, quoniam quidam in quibusdam par
tthus .suh pre~1O statuuntur, qui dccani vocantur, et pro certa pecuniae 
q~anlltate ep~ scopalem i.urisdictionem exercent, praesenti decreto sta- w 
tulmus ut qUI. de cetero ~d praesumpserit, offlcio suo privctur et episco
pus c~nfcren? ' hoc o~ficlUm ~.otcstatem amittat. 5 

. 16. Cu~ I.n cuncus eccleslls quod pluribus et seniorihusP fratribus 
V1SU~ fuem, Incunctanter debeat obse ~vari, grave nimis et reprehensione 
est dl~numq , quod quarum~am eccleslarumt pauci. quandoque non tam 25 

d~ ratione ~ua~ de propna voluntate, ordinationem mlfltoties5 impe
dlUnt et ?rdlOatlOnem ~cclesiastic~~ proce~ere non permittunt. Quocirca 
pr~esent~ decret? statuI mus, ut OIS I a pauclOribus et inferioribus aliquid 
ratlonabile fuent os tensum' . appellatione remota, semper p raevaleat et 
suu~ cons~quatur effectum, quod a maiori et senioriu parte capitu liV 30 

fuem co~sututum. Nec n?stram constitutionem impediat, si forte aliquis 
ad c:>nser~andam .eccle.slae suae consuctudincm iuramento se dicat 
adstnctum , non enlm dlCcnda sunt iuramenta sed pot,"us "" pen una, quae 

praesumpseri.nt H b sive patronatus obtcntu sive alio quocumque modo add. H 
om. H d Insuper H C ret inentcs Crt Su " sine sui episcopi consensu add. H g rc:ddiderit " I Rm H 

h loco add. H i recepisse H k om. C r' Su econ~r~ /-1 ' 
beneficia H m c:cdesiam H 

n et add. H ° ecdc:siam c rt Su P sanio ribus H 
q dignissimum H r per quasdam ecclc:s ias v. I. Rot, H 

multo rum v. I. Rm rnulto rum Ct prudentiorum H 
ra ti~n~bilite r (rationabilc: H ) obiecfU m fucrit et ostensum v. I. Rot, H 

\1 samOr! , . 1. Rm v concilii ,. 1. Rm consilii H 

: c. 4 -'!. ITI 38 (Fr~. 610) ; cf. etiam c. 20 C. XVI q . 7 (Fr 1. 806). 
4 ProhJlx mus .. . p n vetur : c. 19 X . III 30 (Fr 2. 562). 3 C. 13 in H. 

c. 7 X. III 26 (Fr 2. 540). ' c. 1 X. V 4 (Fr 2, 767.768). • C. 7 in H. 
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churches thcmselves and their peoplc with taxes and impositions, we decree that 
those who from no w on arc guilty of such conduct are to be punished by 
anathema. Priests or cle ri cs who reecive the charge o f a church from thc hands of 
lay personsb, without the authority of their o wn bishop, arc to bc dcprived of 
communion; and if they persist , they arc to be deposed fro m the ecclesiasti cal 
ministry and order. 1 \V/e firml y decree that because some o f the laity fo rce 
ecclesiasti cs and even bisho ps to come before thei r courts, those who presume to 

do so in the future arc to be separated from thc communio n of the faithful. 
Further we fo rbid lay persons, who hold t ithes to the danger of their souls, to 

transfer them in any wayf to other lay persons. If anyone receives them and docs 
not hand them o vc r to the chu rch, let him be deprived of christi an burial.! 

IS .} Although in duties of charity we arc especially under obligation to those 
from whom we know we have received a gift, on the contrary certain clerics, 
after receiving many goods from their churches, have presumed to transfer these 
goods to other uses. We forbid this, knowing that it is also forbidden by ancient 
canons. Therefore, as we wish to prevent damage to the churches, we order that 
such goods should remain under the cont rol of the I.:hurches\ whethcr the 
clerics die intestate or wish to bestow them upon others. Besides, since in certa in 
places certain persons ca lled deans arc appointed for a fee and exercise episcopal 
jurisdiction for a sum of money, by the prescnt decree we declare that thosc who 
in future presume to do this should be deprived of their office and the bishop 
shall lose the power of conferrin g this office.

5 

16.6 Since in every church what is app roved b y the greater and seniorP part of 
thc brethrcn should unhesitat ingly be observed , it is a very serious and 
blameworthy matter that in certain churches a few persons, sometimes not so 
much for a good reason as for their own wi ll, frequently prevent an elect ion and 
do not aHow the ecclesiast ical appointment to go forward. Therefore we declare 
by the present decree that unless some reasonable objection is shown b y the 
smaller and junior party, apart from an appeal , whateve r is determined by rhe 
greater and seniorU part of the chapter sho uld always prevail and should be put 
into effect. Nor let it stand in the way of o ur decree if someo nc perchance says 
that he is under oath to preserve the custom of his church. For this is not to be 
called an oath but rather perjury, which is opposed to the advantage of the 

b whether under cover of patronage or in any other way lIdded in H 
f without the consen t of their bishop IHitied 111 H 
P sounder H u so und er v ariant reading in Rm 

I ch.4 Decretals III 38 (Fr 2, 610); sec also eh. 20 C. XV I q. 7 (Fr 1, 806). 
2 Further we . .. bu rial: eh. 19 Decretals III 30 (Fr 2. 562). .} Canon 13 in H . 

eh. 7 DeCTt"ltlls 111 26 (Fr 2. 540). 5 ch. I Decrettiis V 4 (Fr 2. 767-768) . 

to C anon 7 in H. 
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con tra utilitatem ecclesiasticam et sanctorurn patrum veniunt instituta. 
Si qu isa autem huiusmodi consuetudines, quae nee rati o ne iuvantur nee 
sacris cOllg ruum institutis, iurareb praesumpserit. do nee congruamc 

ege rit poeniten tiam , a D o minici corpo ri s perceptione fia td alienus. t 
17 .2 Q uoniam in quibusdam la d s ecc1esiarum fundatores aut heredes 

coru m, potestate in qua cos ecclesia hucusque sustinuit, aburuntur ct, 
cum in ecclesia D ei unus debeat esse qui p raesi t. ipsi plures sine respectu 
subiectionis eligere rno liuntur ct, cum una ecclesia unius debeat ess~ 
rccto ris, pro sua defensione plurimos repracsem an t. quocirca praesenti 

10 decreta statuirnus ut, si forte in plu tcs partes fundatorum se vOta diffu
derinte, ille praeficiatur ecclesiae, qui maio ribus iuvatur meritis et plu
riumf e1igitur et probatur assensu . Si autem hoc sine scandalo fi erig 
nequiverit , ordinet antistes ecclesiam sicut meliush secundum Deum 
viderit ordinandam i . Id ipsum etiam faciat, si de iure patronatus 

u quaestio emerserit inter aliquos et cui competat infra tres k menses non 
fuerit definitum.3 

18.4 Quoniam eccles ia Dei et in eisl quae spectant ad subsidium cor
poris et in eisl quae ad profectum veniuntm anima rum, indigentibus sicut 
pia mater providere tenetur, ne pauperibus, qui parentum opibus iuvari 

20 non possunt, legendi et proficiendi opportunitas subt rahatur, per unam
quamque ecclesiam cathedralem magistro , qui c1ericos eiusdem ecclesiae 
et scholares pauperes gratis doceat, competens aliquod beneficium assi
gneturn, quo docentis necessitas sublevetu r et discentibus via pateat ad 
doctrinam. In aliis quoque resti tuatur ecclesiis siveo monas teriis, si 

2S retroactis temporibus aliquid in eis ad hoc fueritP deputatum. Pro licentia 
ve ra docendi nullus omninoq pretium exigat. vel sub obtentu alicuius 
consuetudinis ab cis l qui docent aliquid quaerat, nee docere quempiam 
expe titar licentia, qui sit idoneus , interdicat. Qui vero contra hoc venire 
praesumpserit, a beneficia eccles iastico fia t alienus. Dignum quidem esse 

30 videtur, ut in ecclesia Dei fructum labo ris sui non habeat. qui cupiditate 
animi, dums vendil:' licentiam docendi, eccles iarumt profectum nititur 
impedire .5 

• quis rutitlli ab aliquis Cr SII, om. rtll. 
b quae nee ratione ... iurare} quae nee ratione iuvantu r nee saetis . . . iurare 11.1. RIll q uae 

35 ratione iuvantur et sacris ... irritate omnu 
c condignam H d exsistat H e diviserint v. I. RIll, H f plurimorum Rm-Afri 
g esse H h earn add. H i o rdin:ltldum 511 k quattuo r 11. 1. RIll duos H 
I his Cr: S II H m provcniunt H n pracbeatur il ° seu H p fucrat H 
q om. Bn-Mri r petita RIII-Mri 

40 • dum vendit RIll (dum fJm. rill.) divendens Crt Sit 
t ecclesiasticum v.I. Rm, H (et ecd - (on. Hrtl) 

I c. 1 X. III 11 (Ft 2, 506). t C. 16, I in H. 
I c. 3 X. III 38 (Fr 2, 610) ; cf. eclam c. 36 D. LXl Il (Fr 1, 247); d. G. J. Ebers. Dal DttlfJllt
tiolfJrubt, JlQrlfthm/i(h M (h JuztholisdJtm KirdJtnrt(hl, Sruttgart 1906, 171-178. 
4 C. 17 in H. 
• c. 1 X. V 5 (Ft 2. 768-769); cf. etiam c. 12 D. xxxvn (Fr 1. 139); cr. G. Post, Altxan-
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church and the decrees of the holy fathe rs. If anyone presumes to maimain 
under oath such customs, which arc neither supported by reason nor in accord 
with the sacred decrees, let him be denied the reception of the body of the Lord 
un til he perfo rms fi t penance. I . . 

17. 2 Since in certain places the founders of churches o r their heirs abuse the 
power in which the church has supported them un til now, and though .there 
ought to be one super ior in the church of God they nevertheless contrive to 
choose several without regard to subordination, and though there ought to be 
one rector in each church they nevertheless put forward several in o rder to 
protect their own imerests; fo r these rea~on s we declare by the pr~sent decree 
that if the founders support several candIdates, that one sho uld be In charge of 
the church who is supported by greater merits and is chosen and approved by 
the consent of the greater number. If this cannot be do~e without ~candal , let the 
bishop arrange in the manner that he sees best according to the will of God. H e 
should also do this if the question of the right of patronage ari ses among several 
persons, and it has not been settl ~d to whom it be ~ong~ with in three

k 
months:) 

18:' Since the church of G od IS bound to prOV Ide i1ke a mother for those In 

want, with regard to bOth the things which concern the suppo.rt of the body and 
those which lead to the progress of the soul, the refore, In o rder that the 
opportun ity of learning to read and progress in study is nc:t withdra~n from 
poor children who cannot be helped by the support of their. parents, In every 
cathedral church a mas ter is to be ass igned some proper benefICe so that he may 
teach the cler ics of that church and the poor scholars. Thus the needs of the 
teacher are to be supplied and the way to knowledge opened fo r lea rn e ~s. In 
other churches and monasteries toO, if anything in times past has been assIgned 
in them for this purpose, it should be restored. Let no one demand anx money 
fo r a li cence to teach, or under cover of some custom seck anythmg from 
teachers, o r fo rbid anyone to teach who is suitable and has sought a I~ ce~ ce . 
Whoever presumes to act aga inst this decree is to be deprived of eccleSIastIcal 
benefice. Indeed , it seems only right that in the church of God a person should 
nOt have the fruit of his labour if through self-seeking he strives to prevent the 
progress of the churches by selling the licence to teach.

s 

k four variant reading in Rm, twO in H 

1 ch. I Decretals III I I (Fr. 1, 506). Canon 16, I in 1-1 . .. 
.l ch.) Decretals III 38 (Fr 2, 6 10); see also ch. 36 D. LX III (Fr 1. 147); see G.]. Ebers, Das 
D(!'f)o/utionsreeht, vomehmlich lIaeh karholischen Kirchenrecht, Stuttgart 1906. 171- 178. 
4 Canon 17 in H . 
~ ch. 1 Decretals V 5 (Fr 2,768-769); see also ch. 12 D. XXXV II (Fr I. 139); see G. PO~t, 
Alexander III the " Lieen/ia docendi" and the Rise of the Universities, Anniversary Essays In 

Med iaeval H i;lOry, by Students of C. H . H askins, BostOn - ew York 1929,255-257 . 
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19.1 Non minus p ro pecca to corum qui faciunt, quam pro illo rum 
dcrrimento qui sustinenr , grave nimis esse dignoscitur. quod in divc rs is 
partibus mundi rcctores Ct consules civitaturn neenan et al ii qui potesta
tem habere viden tur, tOt ecclesi is frequenter oncca imponunt ee ita 
grav ibus cas crebrisqucb exactionibus premunt, ut dctcrioris conditionis ~ 
factu m sub cis sace rdotium videatur quam sub Pharaone fueritt. qui 
divinae legis notiti am non habcbat. 1lle quidem, omnibus aliis servituti 
subicctisc• sacerdotes suos et corum possessiones in prist ina li bertate 
dimisit et de publico cis alimoniam ministravit. lsti vero universa fete 
oneca sua imponunt ecc1es iis et tot aoga riis easd afAigunt, ur illud eis, 10 

quod Ieremias deplorat. eompetere videatu r : Prinups p rovinciarunJ facia 
tIl mb I ribfllo3• Sive quidem fossata sive expeditiones sive quael ibet 
alia sibi arbitrentur~ agenda, de' bonis ecclesiarum f , clericorum et pau
perum Chrisri us ibus deputatis cuncta volum fe re compilari8. luris
dict ionem et iam et auctori tatem episcoporum et aliorum praclatorum ita 15 

evacuant, ut nihil potesta tis cis in su is videatur hominibus remansisse, 
super quo dolendum est pro ecclesi is; dolendum edam nihilominus et 
pro ipsis, qui f timorem Dei et ecclesiastici ordinis reverentiam videntu[ 
penitus abiccisse. Quocirca sub anathcmatis districtione severius prohi
bemus, ne de ce tero talia praesumant attentare, nisi episcopus et clerus 20 

taneam necessi tatem vel h utilitatem aspexerint i , ut absquek coactione l 

ad rclevandas communesm necessitates, ubi laicorum non suppetunt facul
tates, subsidia per ecclesias existimcnt conferenda. Si au tem consules aut 
al ii de ce tero id" praesumpscrint" et commoniti desistere forte noluerint, 
tam ipsi quam eorum fautores excommunicationi se noverint subiacere, 25 

nec communioni fidelium reddantur nisio sadsfactionem fecerine com
petentem .· 

20.5 Felicis memoriae papae Innocentii' et Eugcnii7 praedeccssorum 
nostrorum vestig iis inhaerentes, detestabilesP nundinas vel ferias, quas 
vulgo torneamenta vocant, in qu i bus milites ex condicto venireq solent 30 

et ad ostentat ionem vi rium suarum ct audaciae temerarief congrediuntur, 
unde mones hominum et anima rum pericula saepe proveniunt, fi eri pro
hibemus. Quod si quis corum ibidem mortuus fuerit, quamvis ei po
scenti venial nOf! negetur, ecclesiastica tamen careat sepultura.8 

a flm. H b et crebris H subactis H d ipsas H 
c arbiuantur H f et odJ. H g comple re v. I. Rm compleri H 
h et H i inspcxcrint H k ulla aJd. Rm-Msi J exactione v.I. Rm 
m utilit:Hes vel add. ". I. Rm II is~ commiserint H 
o donee H P ilJas add. Rm-Mri q con venire H 
r temere Rm.AfJi • pocnitentia H 

tkr III, the "L;unt;a d«mdi" and the Riu flf tbe Univtrsiliu, Anniversa ry Essays in Mediaeval 
H istory, by Students of C. H. Haskins, Boston-New York 1929, 255-277. 
t C. 15 in H. 1 Cf. Ex t , 8-12. J Lm I , 1. 
t e. 4 X. III 49 (Fr 2, 654-655). ' c. 19, 1 in H. 
• Cone. Lat. II , e. 14 (v. supra p.2JO.). 
, Cf. cone. Remense (1148), e. 12 (Msi 21, 716-717). • e. 1 X. V 13 (Fr 2,804). 
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19.] It is recognized as a very se rious matt.e r, as r~gards the sin of those who 
do it no less than the loss of those who suffer It , that III several parts of the world 
the governo rs and officials of cit ies, and others toO who are seen t.o have power, 
often impose on churches so many burdens and .oppress them with s ~ch heavy 
and frequent impositions, that under them the pnesthood seems to be ].n ~ worse 
condition than it was under Pharaoh!, who had no know led ~e of ~he divine la,,:,. 
He indeed, though he reduced all others to s la~ery, left Illsyn ests and thelT 
possessions in their ancient fre.edom, and provided them with s.upport from 
public funds. But these others Impose burdens ~f nearly every kind up~)O thc 
churches and afflict them with so many exactlons that the lamentat ion of 
Jeremiah seems to ap ply to the~ , The prince of provinces has b.e~ome a 
tributary}. for whenever they think that entrenchments. or expedltlOn~ or 
anything else should be made, they wish that almost ~verythmg~h~uld be seized 
from the goods ass igned to the use of chur.ches, cI.encs and Chn st s poor. They 
even so reduce the jurisdiction and authonty of bishops and othcr prelates th~t 
these seem to retain no power over thei r own subjects. But though we must m 
this matter grieve for the churches, we must grieve none the less for tho~e ,,:ho 
seem to have utterly cast aside the fear of God and respect for the eccleSiastical 
o rder. Therefore we strictly forbid them under pain of anathema to attempt such 
actS in future, unless the bishop and clergy sec the nee~ or ad~antag.e ,to be ~o 
great that they believe that where the means of ~he la]ty arc insuffiCient,. a ~d 
should be given voluntarily by the church.es to relieve cOl.TImOn needs. But I~ \0 

future officials or others presume to continue such practices and afte r warning 
refuse to stop, let both them and their supporters kno.w that they. arc excom
municated , and let them not be restored to the communion of the faithful unless 
they make due sat isfaction." . 

20.5 Following the footsteps of our predeccss?rs of ~lappy memo.ry, pOl?es 
Innocent6 and Eugeni us7, we forbid those abomlllable Jousts and fairs, W lli Ch 

are commonly ca lled tournaments, in which knights come together br agree
ment and rashly engage in showing off their phys ical prowess and dann~, and 
wh ich often result in human deaths and danger to souls. If any of them dies 0 11 

these occasions, although forgivenesss is not to be denied him when he requests 
it, he is to be deprived of a church burial. !! 

penance H 

I Canon 15 in H . 1 See Ex 1,8- 12. } Lm 1, I. 
ch.4 Decn:tals III 49 (Pr 2, 654- (55). 5 Canon 19, I in 1-1. 

6 Lateran cou ncil II , canon 14 (see above p. 200). 
1 See cou ncil of Rheims (1 148), canon 12 (Msi 21, 716-7 17) . 
8 ch. 1 Decretals V 13 (Fr 2, 804). 
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2 t.l Treugasa a quatta feria pos t occasum solis usque ad sccundam 
feriam inb o rtu m so lisc cr ab adventu D omini usque ad octavas cpipha
niac et a septuagesima usque ad octavas paschae, ab o mnibus invio labiliter 
observari praecipimus. 5 i quis autem treugamd frangere temavcrit, POS t 

::. terciam commonitionem si non satisfecerit. episcopus suus sententi am 
excommunicationis dieter" et scripram vidnis episcopisf annumict; 
ep iscopusg autemh null us excommunicatum in communionem suscipia t. 
immo scripto i susccpram sentcntiam q uisq uc confirmet. Si quis autem 
hoc violate pracsumpserit, o rdinis sui periculo subiaceat, et quoniam 

10 junieu/ul Irip/l'x 1I0nk jacilek rumpi/IiT'l, praecipimus ut episcopi, solum Dei 
et salutis l popul i habentes respectum, om ni tepiditatem seposita, ad pacem 
fir mi te r tenendam mutuum sibi consilium et auxil ium praestem n, neque 
hoc ali cu ius amore vel odio praetermittant. Quod!> s i quis in" opere D ei 
tepid us fuer it inventus, damnum dignitatis suaeq incurrat .3 

15 22.4 Innovamus" ut presbyteri monachi clcrici convcrsi pcrcgrini 
mercato res rust ici eumes et redeuntes et in agr icultura exsistentcs et 
animali ar quae semina portant ad ag rums, congrual securitate laetentur5 , 

nee quisquam alicuiu novas pcdagiorumv exactiones sine auctor it ate 
regum et principum consensuW statue re aut sta tutas de novo tenere aut 

21) ve tcres augmcm are aliquo modo temere!> praesumat. Si quis autcm COnt ra 
hoc venire x praesumpseritX er commo nitus non des titeri t, donee saris
faciar communione carea r christiana.' 

23. ' Cum dicat Apostolus8 , abundant iorem ho norcm membris intir
mioribus deferendum, ecclesiast iciY q uida m, quae sua sum, non quae 

25 lesu Christi, q uaerentesll , leprosis qui cum sanis habitare non possum etZ 

ad ecclesiamu cum ali is con venire, eccles ias et coemeteria non permittum 
habere nee proprii iuvari ministerio sacerdotis. Quod quia procul a pietate 
chri stiana esse dignoscitur, de benignitate apostoiica const itu imus, ut 
ubicumquc [Ot simul sub communi vita fuerim congregati , qui eccles iam 

30 s ibi cum coemeterio constituerebb et proprio gaudere valeant presbytero, 
s ine contradictione aliqua permittantur habere. Caveant tam en utCC 

iniuriosi veteribus ecclesiis de iure parochiali nequaquam exsistant. Quod 

autem add. H b post H C in ortum solis om. Crt 511 d trcugas H 
in cum add. Rm-/Lf/i f suis c rt 511 g quorum Rm-/LfJi episcoporum H 

3f> om. Rm-AlIi i scripta (on. &1 scriptam OHmu k difficilc H 

ad solum Deum et salutem H m cupiditatc alias trcpiditate II. I. lid po' illl glossa in Rm 
n praebeant 1-1 0 om. H p hoc add. v.I. Rm, H 
q propriae H r quibus arant et add. 11. I. Rm, H 
S q uae ... agruml seminant v.I. Rm t continua 1-1 

41) u alieubi v.I. Rm, 1-1 v pedaticorum H 
W aucto ritate ct consensu regum et principum v. I. Rm, H x recerit 1-1 
)' econtra 1-1 vel II aa eeclesias H bb construerc H cc ne H 

I C. 19, 1I in H. I Ec4, 12. 
I Cone. Lat. II , c. 12 (v. supra p. 199-2Q{Jl; e. I X. I 34 (Fr 2, 203). t C. 19, III in H. 
• c.2 X. I 34 (Fr 2, 203); cf. conc. !.at. II , c. II (v. supra p. 199). 
• e. 10 X. 1II 39 (Fr 2, 624). ? C. 18 in H . 
, Cf. 1 Cor 12,22-23. t Cf. Ph 2, 21. 
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21 .1 We decree that truces arc to be inviolably obse rved by all from after 
sunset o n Wednesday until sunri se on Monday, and from Ad vent until the 
octave of the Epiphany, and from Septuagesim a until the octave of Easter. If 
anyone tries to break the t ruce, and he does nOt co.mp~y after the third ~arnin~, 
let h is bishop pronounce sentence of excommUnication and communicate ~I S 
dec ision in wri ti ng to the neighbouring bishops. Moreover, let no bishop receive 
into communion the excommunicated person, but rathe r let him confirm the 
sentence received in writing. If anyone presumes to infringe thi s, he will do so at 
the risk of hi s position. Since a threefold cord is not quickly broken2

, we enjoin 
bishops, having rega rd only for God and the salvat ion of the people, and laying 
aside all timidity, to furni sh each other with mutual counsel and help to ~vards 
firmly maint ai ning peace, and not to omit [his duty by reason of any affectio n or 
ave rsion. For if anyone is found to be lukewarm in the work of God, let him 
incur the loss of hi s dignity.3 

22.4 We renew o ur decree that priests , monks, cleri cs, lay brothers, mer
chants and peasan ts, in their coming and going and their work o n the land, and 
the animals which carry seeds to the field, should enjoy proper securi ty5, and 
that nobod y should impose on anyone new demands for tolls, without the 
approval of kings and princes, or renew those already imposed o r in any way 
increase the o ld. If anyone presumes to act against thi s decree and docs no t SlOp 
after warn ing, let him be deprived of christian society until he makes 
sat isfaction.6 

23. 7 Although the ApostleS says that we sho uld pay greater honour to o ur 
weaker members, certai n eccles iastics, seeking what is their own and nOt the 
thi ngs of Jesus C hris t9, do not allow l eper~, who cannot d well with the .healthy 
o r come to church with o thers, to have their own churches and cemeten es or to 
be helped by the ministry of their own priests. Since i.t is rccogni.zed th~t thi s is 
far from christ ian piety, we dec ree, in acco rdance with apostolic chanty , that 
wherever so many are gathered togethe r under a commo n way of li fe that they 
are able to establish a church for themselves with a cemetery and rejoice in their 
own priest, they sho uld be allowed to have them without contradiction. Let 
them take care, however, not to harm in an y way the parochial rights of 
estab li shed churches. For we do not wish that what is granted them on the score 

1 Canon 19, 11 in H . 1 Ec 4,1 2. 
3 Lateran council II , canon 12 (see above pp. 199-200); ch. 1 Decrf.'ta15 I 34 (Fr 2, 203). 

Cano n 19, III in H . 
~ ch. 2 Decretals I 34 (Fr 2, 203); see Lateran council II , canon 11 (see above p. 199) . 
6 ch. 10 Decreta/s 111 39 (Fr 2, 624). 7 Canon 18 in H . 
g See I Cor 12 , 22- 23. 9 See Ph 2, 21. 
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namque:il cis pro pictate concedi tur, ad alio rum in iuriam nolumus redun
dare. Statuimus ctiam ut de hortis et nutrimemis animalium suorum 
decimas tribucre non cogantur} • 

24.2 Ita quorumdam animas occupa vit saeva cupiditas, ut cum glorien
tur nomine christiano, Sarracenis arma fer rum ct lignaminab galea rum ~ 
deferant et pares cisc aut et iam superiores in malitia hant. dum ad im
pugnandos chri stianos arma cis et necessaria subministrant. Sunt etiam 
qui pro sua cupiditate in galeis cr piraticis Sarraccnorum navibus regimen 
ct curam gubernationis cxerccnt. Tales igitur a communione ecclesiae 
praccisos et excommunica tioni pro sua iniqui tate subiecws, et rerum 10 

sua rum per saccul i principes catholicos et consules civitatum privatione 
mulctari et capiemiu m servos, si capri fuerint, fore censemus. Praecipimus 
etiamd ut per ecclesias maritimarum urbium crebra et solemnis excom· 
municatio proferatur in eos.3 Excommunicationis quoque poenae sub
dantur, qui Romanos aut aliose christianos pro negotiatione vel aliis IS 

causis honest is navigio vectOs, aut eapere aut rebus suis spoliate prae
sumunt. Illi etiam qui eh ri stianos naufragia f patientes, qui bus secundum 
regulam fide i auxi lio esse tenentur, damnanda cupiditate rebus suis 
spo liare praesumum, nisi abla ta reddiderint, excommunieationi se no
verint subiacere.~ 

25.& Quia in omnibus fere loeis erimens usurarum ita inolevi th ut 
mU.l ti al iis negotiis praelermiss is quasi licile usuras exerceant, et quaii ter 
utnusque Testamenti pagina condemnentur i nequaquam attendant, ideo 
constituimus, ut usurari i manifesti nee ad eommunionem admiuantu[ 
altari s nec christianam, si in hoc peecatO decesserint. accip iant sepu lturam, 2& 

sed nec eorum oblationem quisquam acc ipiat. Qui autem acceperi t aut 
eos chri stianae tradiderit sepuiturae, et ea quae acceperitk reddere com
pellatur et, donec ad arbitrium suil episcopi sat isfaeiat, ab officii sui 
maneat exsecutione suspensus.6 

26.' Iudaei sive Sarraceni neern sub alendorum puerorum"obtentu necrn 30 

pro servitio necO al ia qual ibet causa, christiana mancipia in domibus suis 

a enim H 
d autem H 
h invaluit H 
rn neque H 

b ligamina Cr1_ER lignamina LC-Mli 
C om. CrJ 511 f naufrag ium H 

i condcmnctur J-I k accepit H 
n suorum add. II. I. RIll 0 vel J-I 

t illis H 
g crimen II. I. Rm tantum omne! 

1 dioccesani H 

I c.2 X. III 48 (Fr 2, 652) j d. G. Schreiber. Kllrit lind Klosltr im 12. Jahrhllndul. 11 Stutt· 
gart 1910,21, 1t3. 
2 C. 22 in H. ' c.6 X. V 6 (Fr 2, 773). 
, c.3 X. V 17 (Fr 2,808.809); cf. \VI. Holtzm.anfl, Zlir papl/lichen Gtltlzgtbllng ifbtr dit 
Jlldtn im 12.}ohrhllntkrl, Festschrift Guido Kirsch. Stuttga rt 1955. 219-220. 
• C. 20 in H. 
• c. 3 X . V 19 (Fr 2, 812); cf. F. Schneider, Dos kirchlitht Zinsl/trhol und die kuriale Praxis 
im IJ. }ahrhunderl, Festgabc ... Heinrich Finke, Munster i. W. 1904, 143-144; T . P. 
1 fcLaughlin, The TtQthing of lhe Canonililon Usury ( XII. X l/land XJVCtnlllrin). Mediaeval 
Studies 1 (1939) 110 ; 2 (1940) 4, 12 sqq.; G. Le Bras. Ulllrt. OThe 15 (1948) 2342. 2365. 
2366. 1 C. 21 in H. 
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of piety should resul t in harm to others. We also declare that they should no t be 
compelled to pay tithes for the ir gardens or the pasture of animals.! 

24.2 Crucl avarice has so seized the hearts of some that though they glo ry in 
the name of Christians they provide the Saracens with arms and wood for 
helmets, and become their equals or even their superiors in wickedness and 
supply them with arms and necessaries to attack Christi ans. T here are even some 
who for gain act as captains o r pilots in ga lleys o r Saracen pirate vessels. 
Therefore we declare that such persons should be cut off from the communion 
of the church and be excomm unicated fo r thei r wickedness, that cathol ic pr inces 
and civil magistrates should confiscate their possessions, and that if they are 
captured they should become the slaves of their captors. We o rder that th rough· 
out the churches of maritime cities frequent and solemn excommunication 
should be pronounced against them.) Let those also be under excommunication 
who dare to rob Romans o r other Christ ians who sai l for trade o r o ther 
honourable purposes. Let those al so who in the vi lest avarice presume to rob 
shipwrecked Christ ians, whom by the rule of faith they are bound to help, know 
that they are excommunicated unless they return the stOlen property.4 

25.5 Nearly everywhere the crime of usury has become so firmly rooted that 
many, omitting other business, practise usury as if it were permitted , and in no 
way observe how it is forbidd en in both the Old and New Testament. We 
the refo re declare that notOrious usurers should not be admitted to communion 
of the altar or receive christ ian burial if they d ie in th is sin. Whoever receives 
them or gives them christi an burial shou ld be compelled to give back what he has 
received, and let him remain suspended from the perfo rmance of his office until 
he has made satisfaction accord ing to the judgment of his own bishop.6 

26. 7 Jews and Saracens arc nOt to be allowed to have christi an servants in their 
houses, ei ther under pretence of nourishing their children o r for service o r any 

I ch. 2 Decretali III 48 (Fr 2. 652 ): see G. Schreiber, Kllrie IIml Kloster;m 12. Jahrhundert , 11 
Stuttgart 19 10, 2\. 113. 
2 Canon 22 in H . J ch. 6 Decretllis V 6 (Fr 2, 773). 
• ch. 3 Decretals V 17 (Fr 2, 808- 809): see W. Hoh zman n. Zlfr piipstlichen Gesetzgebu1I8 iib(!r 
die judell im 12. jahrhundert, Festschrift Guido Kirsch , Stu tt gart 1955,2 19-220. 
s Canon 20 in H . 
(, ch.) Decrelil/s V 19 (Fr 2. 8 12): see F. Schne i d(~r, 1J1lS kirchliche Zinsv erbot IIlId die kllrja/c 
J>rtlxis jill IJ. j ahr}mnderr. Festgabe ... Hei nrich Fi nke, M(i nster in Westphal ia 1904, 143- 144; 
T. P. McLaughlin, The Te(lchillg of the Canollists 01/ Ui lfry (XJI, XI/I and XIV Cemll ri(' s) , 
Mediaeval Studies I (1939) 110; 2 (1940) 4. 12 ff.; G. Le Bras, USllrc, DThC 15 (1948) 23 42, 
2365.2366. 7 Canon 21 in H . 
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perr:nittantu r ~aber~. Excommunice~lt~r au tem qui cum cis p raesumpserint 
habuare. Tesumonlum quoque chnstlanorum adversus Iudaeos in om ni
bus· causis, cum illi adversus christianos tes ti bus suis utantur, recipien
dum esse c~n~e~us. et 3.nathemate decernimlls feriendos. quicumque 

:; Iud,ae?s .chnsu ams voluen nt in hac parte praeferre. cum eos subiacc:re 
ch rJ s t., am~ oporteat et ab cis pro sola humanitate fove ril. Si qu i p raeterea 
D :o lOSpltante ad fidem se converterint christianam. a possessionibus 
sutS nulla tenus excludantur, cum melio ris conditionis conversos ad fidem 
esse oporteat quam, anteq uamb fidem acceperunrc . ha bebantur. Sid autem 

10 secus fac tum fu etie, principibus vele potestatibus eorumdem locorum 
sub poena excommunicationis iniung imus, ut portionem hereditatis et 
bonorum suorum ex integro eis faciam exhiberi.2 

27.'. S i~~t ait beatus Leo', licet ecclesiastica disciplina, sacerdotali con
t~nta IUdlclO~ cr~e~tas non.f efficiatf ultiones, catholicorum tamen prin-

15 clpum. consututlombus adluvatur, ut saepe quaerant homines salu tare 
remed l ~m., dum cOCJ~ora le ~up~r se metu~m evenire supplicium. Eaprop
ter, q~ la In Gasconla AlblgeslO et partJ bus Tolosanis et aliis locis ita 
haer~u.corum, quos alii Catharos, alii Patrinosg, alii Publicanos, ali ih 'a li is 
n.om lm?uS'ivocan~,. invalu it damnata perversitas, ut iam non in occulro 

20 SICUt altqUl nequltlam suam exerceant, sed suum errorem publice mani
festent et ad suum consensum simplices attrahant et infirmos5 • eos et 
defensores eorum et reccptores anathemati decern imus subiacere et sub 
anathematc prohibemus, ne quis eosk in domibusk vel in terra su~ tenere 
vel fovere veti negotiationem cum eis exercere praesumat. Si au tcm in 

25 ~oc peccato decesserint. nonm sub nos trorum privilegiomm cuilibetn 
l~du ltor.um obte~t~ necm sub aliacumqueO occasione. aut oblatio fiat p ro 
els aut tnt~r chrlstlanos recipiantp sepulturam.' De Brabantionibusq et 
Ara~onen~l~us , N.avarrii~, Basculisr, CO(ereliis et T riave rdiniss, qui tan
tam In chnsoanos lmmaOi ta tem exercent, ut nee' ecdesiis neet monas(etiis 

3{1 defe~ant, non ~iduis et pupillis, non senibus etl pueris nec cuilibet parcant 
aetau.au.t seXU1, sed more paganorum omnia perdant et vastent, similiter 
cOnSutUl mus, utU qui eos conduxerint vel tenuerint vel foveri nt per 

a communibus H b .ame.a quam H c suscipcrent H d cum 1-1 C scu fl 
f effugi.at II. I. Rm, H 8 Patarenos 11.1. 5u LC-Msi h etiam add. H 

35 i alibi H k ipsos in domo H I aut H m neque H 
n quibuscumque H 0 alia quacumque H P accipiam H 
q Brabanconibus II. I. Rm r Baschis 9. I. Rm • om. H 
t non ... .aut H U ipsi et adJ. H 

I. Testimonium quoque ... fove ei: c. 21 X. II 20 (Fe 2. 322); d. W. Holtzmann, Zur papa
lukn Gmlzgtbung ... 217-224; S. W. Baron, A Sodal and Rtligious Hislory of IhI }t1ll1 IV 
New York 11957, 8, 10, 15-16, 236.238,240. } 
I Iudaci ... habitare. Si qui pr2eterea . .. exhibeei: c. 5 X. V 6 (Fr 2, 773). 
l C. 23, I et II in H; c. 23, U inc.: Dc Brabantionibus ... 
, Cf. epistola XV ad Turribium (PL 54, 680 A). 

, Cf. A. Borst, Die KQJharer (Schriften der MGB XII), Stuttgart 1953, 115, 247 n. I . 
250 n. 8. • c.8 X. V 7 (Fe 2, 779-780). 
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other reason. Let those be excommu nicated who presume to li ve with them. We 
declare that the evidence of Christians is to be accepted against Jews in every 
case, since Jews employ their own witnesses against Christians, and that those 
who prefer Jews to Christi ans in th is matte r are to lie under anathema, sinceJews 
ought to be subject to Christ ia.ns a!ld ~o be supported by them on groun.ds. of 
humani ty alone t • If any by the inspiration of God are converted to the christian 
faith, they are in no way to be excluded from their possessions , since the 
condition of converts ought ro be ben er than before thei r convers ion. If this is 
not done, we enjoin on the princes and rulers of these places, under penalty of 
excommunicat ion, the duty to res to re fully ro these converts the share of their 
inheritance and goods.2 

27.} As St. Leo says\ though the discipline of the church should be sat isfied 
with the judgment of the priest and should not cause the shedding of blood, yet 
it is he lped by the laws of catholic princes so that people often seck a salutary 
remedy when they fear that a corpo ral punishment wi ll overtake them. For this 
reason, since in Gascony and the regions of Albi and Toulouse and in other 
places the loathsome heresy of those whom some call the Cathars, others the 
Patarenes, Olhcrs the Publicani, and others by d iffe rent names, has grown so 
strong that they no longer practi se their wickedness in secret, as others do, but 
procla im their error pub licly and draw the simple and weak to join themS. we 
decla re that they and their defenders and those who receive them are under 
anathema, and we fo rbid under pain of anathema th at anyone should keep or 
support them in their houses o r lands or should trade with them. If anyone dies 
in this sin, then neither under cover of our privileges granted to anyone, nor for 
any other reason, is mass to be offered fo r them or arc they to receive burial 
among Christ ians.6 With regard to the Brabanters, Aragonese, Navarrese, Bas
ques, Coterelli and T riaverdini\ who practise such cruelty upon Ch ristians that 
they respect nei ther churches no r monasteries, and spare ne ithe r widows, 
orphans, o ld or young nor any age or sex, but like pagans destroy and lay 
everyth ing waste, we likewise dec ree that dlOse who hire, keep or support them, 

S omitted ill H 

1 We dt'cbre .. alone; ch . 21 f)em·t(,ls 11 20 (Fr 2, 322); see W. H oltzmann, Zur p,ipstlic!Jell 
Cesctzgcb1tnX ... 217-224; S. W. Baron, A Socia! (/]ul R(·ligiolls History of the Jews, IV New 
York 21957, 8, 10, 15- 16,236,238,240. 
2 Jews and ... live with them. If any ... goods; ch. 5 Decretals V 6 (Fr 2, 773 ). 
} Canon 23, I and II in H i canon 23, II hegins; With regard to the Brabanters .. 
4 See letter 15 to Turribius (PL 54, 680 A). 
~ See A. Borst, Die Katharer (Schriften der MGH XII ), Stuttgart 1953, 115,247 n. 1,250 n. 8. 
6 ch. 8 Dl'crl'lII/s V 7 (Fr 2, 779-780). 
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~~g~ones. in quih.us ataliter. debacchantur, in dominicis et aliis solemnibus 
e us per ecc1es~as. publice denuntienturb et eadem omnino sentent ia cr 

po~n~ cum praedlctls haercticis habeantur adstricd nee ad caOlm . 
~<CIPlantur ecelesiae, ~isi societale ilia pestifera et haecesi abiur~~son~: 
;xatos ~utem se ?~VC~lnt a debito fidclitatis e~ hominii ac rotios obsequii 

once In tant~ lm~Ultate permanserinr, quicumque illis ali uo actod 
tenemu,r ~nne~1. Tpsisc aut~m cunctisque fidelibus in remissio~mf ~ecca
toru.m InlUnglmus. ~t .(anus c1adibus sc viriliter opponant er contra cos 
a.rmls po~ulu~ ~~r1st1anum (ueantur; confiscenturque8 corum bona et 
~Iberum Sit p.r1ncl.PJ?~S huiusmodih homines subiecte servituti. Qui aute~ 10 
In ve ra poenltentla ,bl decesseri~t, et peccatorum indulgentiam et fructum 
metc.edls ~etetnae se non dubltent percepturos i . Nos etiam de miscri
~~:~t~u De~ ~t ?ea.to tun: apostolorum Petri et Pauli auctori tate confisi 

k / c nstlams, qUI contra eos arma susceperint et ad episcoporu~ 
s~u ~ IOrum prae.la{O~u~ .consilium ad eos certaverim1 ex u nandos 15 

b,enm~m de .poemtcnua I.muncta relaxamus, aut si longiore:ib~ mora~ 
habuer:ln.t, CPIscoporum dlscretioni, quibus huius rei curam fuerit iniuncta 
c~:)fl'~mltt1mus: ut .ad eorum arbitrium secundum modum laboris maio; 
~IS.lOdul~~ntla tnbuatur. Illos autem, qui admonitioni episcoporum in 
n~I~~:i~ttr~en pare~e ~o~tcmpserint,. a perceptione corporis et sangui- 20 

u emus en a .lenos. Interim vero eos qui ardote fidei 0 d 
eos expugna~~um lab?~em istumP assumpserint, 'sicut eos ui se ~l
chr:um .D.oml~lCu~q .vIsltant, ~ub ecclesiae defensione recipi~us e~ ab 
~;:~;~~~s t~~uletatlOn~b~s tam in rebus quam in personis statuimus manere 

• • I v~ro qUisplam vestrum f praesumpserit eos molesta re pet 2.5 

episcop~m ~OCl excommunicationis sententia feriatur et tamdiu sent~ntia 
servetu . a omnib~s, ~onec et ablata reddanrur 'et de illatis damnis 
con~rue Iterumn sausfaClat{. Episcopi vero sive r b . . . 
fortd,~er non res~iterint , officii sui privationeu mul~t:~t~;e~~~:: :~:~~s 
cor lam apostohcae sedis obtineant. ,1-

;1 excommunicati add. II. I. Rm, H b nuntientur H 
~ seu :: d pacta v. I. Rm peccatO nil. e principibus H (omnium add p I Rm 
1 con sce~tur quoque I-! h pestilentes adJ. H i habituros H k sive if' . 

certavennt v.I. UII pollll! (on. LC decertando amnu decerbverint H 

" 

m cun p. I. Rm causa ,.t/I n am H o e: S 
q Domini H r quisq~am interi;" H ami, r II P istum v. I. Rm iustum rtll. 35 

{ satisfiat H 0 servetur H 
u suspensione H 

I a. A. Gottlob, Krtll{,ablajlllM Almast1lablajl 5tutt t I . 
glltrre sainle tn pays ,b,.ilien ... , Paris 1912 27-34' Si .53':~ 906, 124-128; . ~ . Pissard, La 
im Mitlelailer, Berlin 1935 54 57 63 • 77 ,'2 " rundmann, R(hgUise Bell'tgllnu

n 
, , , sqq., , sq., 98, 453. 
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in the distri cts where they rage around , sho uld be denounced publicly on 
sundays and other solemn days in the churches, that they sho uld be subject in 
every way to the same sentence and penalty as the above-mentioned heretics, 
and that they should not be received in to the communion of the church, unless 
they abjure their pernicious society and heresy. As long as such people persist in 
their wickedness, let all who arc bound to them by any pact know that they are 
free from all obligations of loyalty, homage or any obedience. On theset: and on 
all the faithful we enjoin , for the remission of sins, that they oppose this scourge 
with all their might and by arms protect the christian people against them. Their 
goods arc to be confiscated and princes free to subject them to slavery. Those 
who in true sorrow for their sins die in such a conflict sho uld not doubt that they 
will receive forgiveness fo r their sins and the fruit of an eternal reward. We toO, 

trusting in the mercy of God and the authority of the blessed apostles Peter and 
Paul , grant to faithful Christians who take up arms against them, and who on the 
advice of bishops or Other prelates seek to drive them out, a remission for tWO 
years of penance imposed on them, or , if thei r service shall be lo nger, we entrust 
it to the discretion of the bishops, to whom this task has been committed, to 
grant greater indulgence, according to their judgment, in proportion to the 
degree of their toiL We command that those who refuse to obey the exhortatio n 
of the bishops in this maner should nm be allowed to receive the body and blood 
of the Lord. Meanwhile we receive under the protection of the church , as we do 
those who visit the Lord 's sepulchre, those who fired by their faith have taken 
upon themselves the task of driving out these heretics, and we decree that they 
sho uld remain undisturbed from all disquiet both in their property and 
persons 1. If any of you presumes to molest thenl, he shall incur the sentence of 
excommunication fro m the bishop of the place, and let the sentence be observed 
by all until what has been taken away has been restored and suitable sati sfaction 
has been made for the loss infl icted. Bishops and priests who do not resist such 
wrongs are to be punished by loss of their office until they ga in the pardon o f the 

apostolic sec. 

pri nces H 

I Sec A. Gottlob, Kreuzablafi IIlId Almosellablafi . . , Stu ttgart 1906, 124- 128: H . Pissard , La 
Guerre sainte en pays chritiell .. . , Paris 1912,27- 34, 51-53; H . Grundmann, Religiose Be
wegllllgen im Mitte/alter, Berlin 1935, 54,57,63 ff., 77, 91 H. , 98, 453. 
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